In Memory of
Lance Corporal FRED NUTTALL

3779372, 13th Bn., TheKing's Regiment (Liverpool)
who died age 22 on 01 May 1943

Son of Isaac and Ada Nuttall, of Longton, Lancashire.

Remember ed with honour
RANGOON MEMORIAL
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Commemor ated in per petuity by
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission



Name: NUTTALL, FRED

Initials; F

Nationality: United Kingdom

Rank: Lance Corporal

Regiment/Service: The King's Regiment (Liverpool)

Unit Text: 13th Bn.

Age: 22

Date of Death: 01/05/1943

Service No: 3779372

Additional information: Son of Isaac and Ada Nuttall, of Longton,
Lancashire.

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead

Grave/lMemorial Reference: Face 5.

Memorial: RANGOON MEMORIAL



RANGOON MEMORIAL

Country: Myanmar

L ocality: unspecified

Location Information: The Rangoon Memoria is situated in Taukkyan War
Cemetery, which is about 35 kilometres north of Yangon (formerly Rangoon). The
cemetery is on PY1 Road (formerly Prome Road), about 15 kilometres from the
airport and can be easily seen from the road.

Historical Information: The RANGOON MEMORIAL bears the names of almost
27,000 men of the Commonwealth land forces who died during the campaigns in
Burma (now Myanmar) and who have no known grave. The memoria stands in
TAUKKYAN WAR CEMETERY, which isthe largest of the three war cemeteriesin
Burma. It was begun in 1951 for the reception of graves from four battlefield
cemeteries at Akyab, Mandalay, Meiktila and Sahmaw which were difficult to access
and could not be maintained. The last was an original 'Chindit' cemetery containing
many of those who died in the battle for Myitkyina.

The graves have been grouped together at Taukkyan to preserve the individuality of
these battlefield cemeteries. Burials were also transferred from civil and cantonment
cemeteries, and from a number of isolated jungle and roadside sites. Because of
prolonged post-war unrest, considerable delay occurred before the Army Graves
Service were able to complete their work, and in the meantime many such graves had
disappeared.

However, when the task was resumed, severa hundred more graves were retrieved
from scattered positions throughout the country and brought together here. The
cemetery now contains 6,374 Commonwealth burials of the Second World War, 867
of them unidentified.

In the 1950s, the graves of 52 Commonwealth servicemen of the First World War
were brought into the cemetery from the following cemeteries where permanent
maintenance was not possible: Henzada (1); Meiktila Cantonment (8); Thayetmyo
New (5); Thamakan (4); Mandalay Military (12) and Maymyo Cantonment (22).
Taukkyan War Cemetery aso contanss The TAUKKYAN CREMATION
MEMORIAL commemorating more than 1,000 Second World War casualties whose
remains were cremated in accordance with their faith.

The TAUKKYAN MEMORIAL which commemorates 45 servicemen of both wars
who died and were buried elsewhere in Burma but whose graves could not be
mai ntained.

No. of Identified Casualties: 26856



The following is taken from the bbc.co.uk/peopleswar web-site covering the period when Lance
Corporal Fred Nuttall was killed, possibly giving a history similar to what L/Cpl Nuttall

experienced.
Itislisted as‘A Highland Chindit’ by Alasdair Sutherland

Duncan Cameron Menzies was born in Adelaide Australia, son of Duncan and Joan Menzies of
Adelaide, South Australia. Joan Menzies was a native of Torrisdale in Skerray (Skerray is a small
village in the North West Highlands of Scotland), who emigrated to live in Australia before the
outbreak of the Second World War.

Duncan Cameron Menzies was at college in Australia in 1939 when war with Nazi Germany broke
out in Europe, he finished his college years becoming the Rhodes Scholar for South Austraia. The
(Cecil) Rhodes Scholarship was awarded to the top college student for the year in Australia; other
winners of this top award have become Australian Prime Ministers and top government officials.
In early 1940 Duncan Menzies sailed from Australia to join the British Army and fight in the war,
he came to Skerray on holiday when he first arrived in Britain to visit his mother’s family in
Torrisdale. He left Skerray to enlist as a commissioned officer in the Black Watch and was sent for
officer training, to Sandhurst Military College.

He joined the 2nd Battalion Black Watch as it was on route for Tobruk in North Africa in the
summer of 1941. He was one of five officers in the battalion at that time and became second in
command of ‘D’ Company under Captain Boyle, the battalion was soon in the thick of the fighting
Tobruk was cut off in 1941, re-supply was carried out from the sea as the German Afrika Corps and
the Italian Army had laid siege to the town for months. The British and Australian garrison came
under constant air and ground attack, the record was 21 air raids in one day. The Black Watch were
placed on the left flank at Tobruk in a position caled ‘the Tiger’, holding the line in face of heavy
German tank and infantry attacks.

In February 1942 the Black Watch was relieved at Tobruk and moved by seato arest camp in Syria
before being sent to India. The battalion arrived in Bombay on the SS ‘Mauritania, the Black
Watch then moved to Deccafor jungle warfare training.

The Japanese Army was now at the gateway to India and the British Army was waiting for the
invasion they knew would come. Superior Japanese forces had pushed the British back from
Malaya and Burma, the enemy now stood poised on the border ready to attack at the end of long
supply routes. The British Generals now had some breathing space to try and train British troopsin
jungle warfare ready for the fight back.

The 2nd Black Watch was taken off jungle warfare training and sent to the town of Ranchi in the
state of Bihar to help maintain public order. The British troops now became involved in civil unrest,
as some of Indian people began to campaign against British rule seeing the Japanese Forces as
liberators coming to free them from Colonia Rule.

On the 16th of October 1942 a heavy monsoon storm blew up causing heavy damage to British
unitsin its path, ‘C’ Company of the 2nd Black Watch was at a ferry crossing near Rasalpur. The
Company Commander soon saw the tide hit the high mark and tried to swim to warn his men to get



on high ground. His attempt to swim across failed, as did an attempt to move al his men to safety
on the seawall.

Lieutenant Duncan Menzies who had been trapped by high water on a hillock until 1pm then joined
the Company Commander. Lieutenant Menzies tried on a number of occasion to reach the sea wall
but was driven back and the trapped soldiers were left exhausted, hungry and soaked through,
clinging to astrip of road until the storm died down.

For his exploits and bravery in trying to move his men to safety during the monsoon storms on the
16th of October 1942, Lieutenant Duncan Cameron Menzies was awarded the Military Cross.
In July 1942, Brigadier Orde Wingate raised the 77th Indian (Long Range Penetration) Brigade, a
force to be trained in jungle fighting and to raid across the border into Burma. The force was called
the Chindits from the Burmese word for lion (Chinthe) and was a totally new concept of warfare.
The Chindits were to move around behind the Japanese lines destroying their supply lines, railway
systems and ammunition depots before returning to India.

Duncan Menzies volunteered for service with the Chindits in early 1943 and was attached to the
13th Battalion Kings Regiment (Liverpool), this battalion was made up from Liverpool dock
workers, nearly all were married men with an average age of thirty-three. The 13th Kings suffered
heavy losses during Chindit training; the losses were made up by attaching volunteers from other
battalions to meet the shortfalls.

The 13th Battalion Kings Regiment formed number two column of the Southern group in the
Chindit expedition, under the command of Lt-Colonel L. A. Alexander. The 2nd Burma Rifles in
command of Lt-Colonel L.G. Wheeler was the reconnaissance element, each column containing
400 men in the lines of an Infantry Company. All the columns heavy equipment was carried by
mules with the Vickers machine-guns, mortars, ammunition, food and radios carried in baskets on
the animals back. Each column was to be re-supplied weekly from the air by Dakota transport
planes, any men wounded who could not be carried by the columns were to be left behind.
The Chindits trained near Saugor in an area of jungle similar to that found in Burma, the 13th Kings
practiced long route marches in the pouring rain. Casualties were heavy as a number of men caught
malaria; parties of the Kings men were drowned as they slept, when the river they were camped
beside flooded.

On the 10th of February 1943 two Chindit columns consisting of 3,200 men and 1,100 mules
crossed the Chindwin River at two points and entered Japanese held Burma. The first contact with
the enemy came at Maingnyaung on the 18th, when Japanese patrols ambushed the Chindit column
asit left abivouac area.

The Chindits attacked a railway and a road west of the town of Pinbon on 1st of March, they then
moved on and destroyed the bridge at Bonyaung. Both columns marched on towards the Irrawaddy
River, crossing the Irrawaddy with 2,000 men and 1,000 mules on March 15th. There were now
thousands of Japanese soldiers trying to find the Chindits and a number of valuable bridges had
been destroyed; Brigadier Wingate€'s men were carrying out the job they had been trained for.
Once the columns had crossed the Irrawaddy they found themselves operating in increasingly
difficult and hostile terrain as they constantly fought off more and more Japanese patrols. The



enemy was able to use tanks on the jungle tracks and the Chindits having no anti tank weapons,
found they were unable to deal with this new threat.

On the 26th of March Brigadier Wingate gave the order for the remaining 2,200 men in his
command to withdraw, the soldiers were exhausted and short of fresh water supplies. Air supply
had become difficult and nothing more could be achieved, for five weeks the Chindits had moved
around behind enemy lines proving they could fight as well as the Japanese. The columns had
moved about 300 miles into enemy territory and taken on vastly superior numbers of Japanese
troops, causing chaos and destroying enemy supply lines. The mission was hailed a success even
though the losses were high with only 2,000 men from the original 3,200 men eventually returning
to India, around 600 of those men were so ill they never fought again.

The 120 men of Number two column of the Southern Group under the command of Major Bernard
Ferguson headed back towards India by marching north into Burma and then doubling back towards
the Indian border. This column tried to cross the Shweli River with the aid of Burmese boatmen, but
the boatmen only took them to a sandbar in the middle of the river, with a remaining 80yards of
water to the far bank.

Some of the men tried to wade across but were swept away, crying for help in the darkness, others
lost their nerve at this and decided to stay on the embankment, the remained crossed the river with
one hour remaining until daylight. The column was now forced to split up into smaller groups of
men and try to reach safety; the smaller groups were told to ask friendly Kachin villagers on route
for help and assistance.

On the 3rd of April 1943 a group of Chindits from this column, consisting of seventy men entered a
small Kachin village caled Zibyugin, to try and buy food. As the patrol was negotiating with the
villagers a large Japanese patrol was seen approaching and the Chindits in no condition to fight,
were forced to leave the village to hide near by.

At dawn the next day Lieutenant Duncan Menzies volunteered to take a four-man patrol back into
the village to see if the Japanese patrol had left. Asthey entered the village they were ambushed and
Menzies and one British private (Private Gilmartin) were captured (the other three soldiers were
killed). The Japanese sentries then took the two captive British soldiers to a small clearing and tied
them to some wooden posts.

A short while later the remaining Chindits met the 2nd Burma Rifles approaching the village and
quickly launched a frontal attack, clearing away the enemy patrol. Lt Duncan Menzies and Private
Gilmartin were found tied to the posts with strong rope, their heads and beards had been shaved and
they were dressed in Japanese uniforms. Private Gilmartin was already dead; Duncan Menzies was
dying, he had been used for bayonet practice by the Japanese and then shot in the stomach

In spite of the great pain from his wounds Lieutenant Menzies gave information on the size strength
and direction of the Japanese patrol. He then, knowing that he was dying gave the Burma Rifles
Commanding Officer Lt-Colonel Wheeler his watch to be passed on to his parents. As Lieutenant
Menziesinjury was so severe he could not be taken by the Chindits. He begged Colonel Wheeler to
give him an overdose of morphia and leave him behind.



As Lt-Colonel Wheeler gave Duncan Menzies the overdose of morphia to end his suffering he
turned away to join his men and at that instant, was shot in the head by a Japanese sniper.
Lieutenant Duncan Menzies and his close friend Lieutenant Colonel Wheeler were both buried
close to the Kachin village where they were killed. Their bodies were not found after the fighting in
Burmawas over.

SCOTTISH NATIONAL WAR MEMORIAL EDINBURGH CASTLE
Menzies Duncan C. Military Cross.182309. Lieutenant. (b) Australia. Killed in action Burma on the
4-4-43. 2nd Battalion Black Watch.

COMONWEALTH WAR GRAVES COMMISSION
Menzies Lieutenant Duncan Campbell 182309. Military Cross. The Black Watch (Roya Highland
Regiment)) attached to the 13th Battalion Kings Regiment (Liverpool). 4th April 1943. Age 24. Son
of Duncan and Joan Menzies from Adelaide South Australia. The Rhodes Scholar for South
Australiain 1939. Face 4.

Lieutenant Duncan Cameron Menzies 182309. Military Cross 2nd Battalion Black Watch attached
to the 77th Indian Brigade (Chindits) has no known grave and is remembered on the RANGOON
MEMORIAL TO THE MISSING, MYANMAR (BURMA).

Rangoon Memorial islocated in Taukkyan War Cemetery 35 kilometres outside the city of Yangon
(formerly Rangoon) Burma. The cemetery contains the graves of 6000 men killed in action in
Burma; the graves were collected from all over the Burmese countryside once the war was over.
The Rangoon Memorial records the names of 27,000 men from many Armies who gave their lives
during World War Two in Burma and who have no known grave. Inscribed on the memoria in
English, Burmese, Hindi, Urdu and Gurmukhi are the words “they died for all free men.”



Barratt's Trade Directory of Preston, 1940 — Nuttall’ s listed

Page 779 NUTTALL, Isaac, Labr., Chapel Lane, Longton,

October 1939 Electora Register — Fylde Parliamentary Division — Fylde South Electoral Division
Penwortham Electoral District — Longton West Ward —LRO Ref:-EL 5/2/5

Page 17 Voter No. 960 Norman NUTTALL, Roomfield House, Longton
Voter No. 961 ClaraNUTTALL, Roomfield House, Longton
(Noreationship to Fred NUTTALL traced)
Voter No. 962 Issac NUTTALL, Chapel Lane, Longton
Voter No. 963 AdaNUTTALL, Chapel Lane, Longton
(Isaac & Adalisted on CWGC memorial asFred’s
par ents)

January 1940 Electora Register — Fylde Parliamentary Division — Fylde South Electoral Division
Penwortham Electoral District — Longton West Ward —LRO Ref:-EL 6/1/5

Voter No. 953 NUTTALL, Ada, Chapel Lane, Longton
Voter No. 954 NUTTALL, Isaac, Chapel Lane, Longton

January 1945 Electoral Register — Fylde Parliamentary Division — Fylde South Electoral Division
Penwortham Electoral District — Longton West Ward —LRO Ref:- EL 6/2/5

Voter No. 959 NUTTALL, Ada, Chapel Lane, Longton
Voter No. 960 NUTTALL, Isaac Chapel Lane, Longton
William NUTTALL oo 10 PR Annie DEARNLEY
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The family home of I saac and Ada Nuttall,
and their only surviving child, Fred.



The King’s Regiment

In December 1941 Japan declared war with Britain and the United Sates of America. Japan had
already been at war with China since 1931 and had forces positioned in the far east ready to attack.
Lightning strikes were made against such targets as Pearl Harbour, Hong Kong and Malaya. Soon
after the British suffered a humiliating defeat and retreat in Burma.

Wingate arrivesin Burma

In January 1942, when the Japanese invaded Burma, the British War Office offered the services of
Lieutenant-Colonel Orde Wingate, DSO, to General Wavell, Commander-in-Chief India. It was
thought that there would be arole for Wingate in Burmawith his proven guerrilla expertise having
previously carried out guerrilla operations in Palestine and Abyssiniawith great success.

When Wingate arrived in March 42 he was tasked with organising guerrilla operationsin Burma.
Wingate then began his investigations and this was when he met Major Michael Calvert, who later
became one of the most successful Chindit commanders. Together they carried out a reconnaissance
of theterrain of north Burma

Long Range Penetration Theory

Wingate then put forward his theory that formations of troops supplied from the air could operate
for long periodsin the jungle. The troops would be organised into columns, each large enough to
inflict aheavy blow to the enemy but small enough evade action if outnumbered. The columns
would march into enemy territory to disrupt the Japanese army’ s communications and supply lines
and to create havoc behind its lines.

Wingate called this Long Range Penetration.

77" Indian Infantry Brigade (Chindits)

The Long Ran%e Penetration theory was approved and Wingate's experimental force was formed
and became 77" Indian Infantry Brigade.
The brigade was made up of

13" Bn TheKing's (Liver pool) Regiment

3/2™ Gurkha Rifles

142 Commando Company

2" BurmaRifles

Eight RAF sections

Brigade Signal Section from The Royal Corp of Signals
A mule transport company.

The brigade now had to prepare themselves for two enemies, the jungle and the Japanese. Wingate
did this by training them in the jungles of central India, at Saugor near Jhansi, ready for column and
bivouac life, jungle warfare, river crossings and the care and handling of mules.

The mules were vital to the Chindit operation as they carried the heavy weapons, ammunition,
radios and medical supplies. The airdrop of supplies to the Chindits would a so include fodder for
the mules.



It was during this training period that Wingate chose the name Chindits for the force. It was a
mispronunciation of the Burmese word Chinthe (a mythical creature that stands guard outside
Burmese pagodas).

Operation Longcloth

The original plan was that the Long Range Penetration group would be part of an offensive into
north Burma but this offensive was cancelled. Wingate then proposed that the Long Range
Penetration operation should still proceed, but now alone, to test the theory and gain vital
experience of such jungle operations, and to test the Japanese and disrupt their planned offensives.

General Wavell agreed to this and the Chindits were ordered into Burma. The campaign was given
the code name Operation Longcloth

Column Organisation
Wingate organised his force into two groups.

1. Northern Group, consisting of columns 3,4,5,7,8 and Brigade HQ, totalling 2,000 men and 850
mules.

2. Southern Group, consisting of columns 1,2 and group HQ, totalling 1,000 men and 250 mules.
(no. 6 column was broken up to replace casualties during training)

Attached to each column was a RAF section.

A rear HQ remained behind to organise the air supplies for the columns.

Each column was typically composed of —

About 400 men built around an infantry company

plus:

Reconnaissance platoon of the Burma Rifles

Two mortars and two Vickers machine guns

Mule transport platoon (about 120 mules)

RAF liaison officer and radio operators to direct air supplies

A doctor

Radio detachment to provide communications between columns.

Each column would march independently and be supplied by air. Where necessary columns would
concentrate to achieve specific tasks.

Wingate' s am of this column organisation was to achieve mobility and security. Without having to
rely on road-based transport and land based communications lines, a column could go anywhere it
wishes. Mobile units would then make it difficult for the Japanese to find them thereby providing
security.

Air Supplies

Air supply was provided by a detachment from 31 Squadron RAF and operated from Agartalain
eastern Bengal. It varied in size during the expedition but seldom exceeded three Hudson and three
DC3 aircrafts. Fighter escorts were provided when the range permitted but were not available when
emergency drops had to be made at short notice. No aircraft was lost during the operation. The
Chindits selected the drop zones when and where required. Initialy it was thought that airdrops
would only succeed in open clearings but by chance an emergency airdrop had to be made in jungle



terrain, this proved successful and this method was to be used again. Even though the airdrops
themselves were successful, the difficulty of the operation meant that on average each man only
received half of the rations they required.

Into Burma

On the 8" February 1943 the Chindits commenced that advance into Burma from Imphal.

Initially the columns met no opposition but soon some of the units were sighted by the Japanese,
who initialy believed them to be small groups gathering intelligence. Not until there had been a
number of engagements with Japanese outposts and patrols and the demolition of railway bridges
did the Japanese readlise the force was of brigade strength The Chindits were beginning to hurt the
enemy. The Japanese had been caught by surprise and were confused, not knowing the intention of
the Chindits or how they were supplied. Three regiments, each of three battalions, were sent to the
areato locate and destroy the invaders. The Chindits were now being hunted.

The Japanese wer e not awar e that the Chindits were being supplied by air and sent troops west of
sightings of the Chindits hoping to cut their land supply routes. On 13" March an airdrop attempt
was interrupted and aborted as the column awaiting the supplies encountered a Japanese position
near the drop zone. The Japanese now realised that the Chindits were being supplied by air and the
troops searching for the supply lines were brought back to intensify the hunt for the Chindits.

By now the Chindits were deep in enemy territory. Withdrawal would be hazardous as the return
route to India required crossing two major rivers, which would now be guarded by the Japanese.
Despite this the Chindits continued their advance east attacking targets as they went.

Withdrawal

On 24™ March Wingate was ordered to withdraw. By then the Chindits had advanced so far that
they were at the extreme range for their air supplies and airdrops was becoming difficult. They also
found themselves in an area short of water supplies, heavily patrolled by the Japanese and were
beginning to suffer from exhaustion. The Japanese had now committed alarge force in an attempt
to surround and capture the Chindits.

Wingate gave the order to return. Non-essential equipment was dumped and mules no longer
required were turned loose. By now the Chindits were tired and short of food, many were exhausted
or sick, and faced a dangerous journey home pursued by the Japanese. Many were ambushed and
captured by the waiting enemy.

One column continued to China, another built an airstrip in jungle clearings and evacuated the sick
and wounded by air, the rest returned by re-crossing the Irrawaddy and Chindwin rivers either asa
column or split into smaller dispersal groups to avoid the Japanese net. One column received a
supply drop of rubber dinghies and lifebelts to assist with ariver crossing. Some of the columns had
now lost their radio equipment and were unable to call for supply but some of these units were
fortunately located by reconnaissance aircrafts and received supplies as aresult.

Of the 3,000 officers and men that went into Burmaonly 2,182 came back four months later
having covered between 1,000 and 1,500 miles deep in enemy held territory. They were in poor
condition, suffering from tropical diseases and malnutrition but in high spirits and proud of their
achievements. Of those that returned only about 600 were passed fit for further active service.

Achievements

The Chindits had entered north Burma, caused damaged to railway, inflicted casualties to the
enemy and returned. They had shown that it was possible to infiltrate and operate in difficult jungle
terrain deep in enemy held territory.
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CHaaPTER 1.

OUTBREAK OF WAR UNTIL 1942

Situation of the Regiment 1939; the Territorial Army embodied; defence
of the Homeland ;: defence of Gibraltar; formation of extra battalions ;
death of General Harington ; some new battalions transferred to other
arms ; 13th Battalion sails for India.

It will already be apparent that when war was declared in

September, 1939, the structure of the King’s Regiment

1939 bore a very different appearance to that of 1914. The two

regular battalions, the 1st and 2nd, and the Depot remained,

but the two special reserve battalions, the 3rd and 4th, although

still in the Army List, had been inanimate since they were dispersed
in 1919.

Of the old territorial battalions all but the 5th had disappeared
from the Corps of the Regiment, and the 5th as we have seen had
changed the colour of its cloth, for it now belonged to the Redcoats
instead of the Greenjackets. True, earlier in the year the 8th
Battalion (Liverpool Irish) and the 9th Battalion had been revived.
But those famous old territorial battalions of the Regiment, the 6th
(Liverpool Rifles), the 7th and the 10th (Liverpool Scottish), as
already recounted, had left the Corps of the Regiment for other fields
of activity.

Nor was there destined to grow so huge a Regiment as the first
World War had produced, for armoured formations and Anti-
Aircraft units now required large numbers of men. The proportion
of these arms to infantry swelled, and as the Army grew, the number
of infantry battalions required was correspondingly smaller.

One peculiar similarity in the dispositions of the battalions of the
Regiment at the beginning of the two World Wars has already been
noted; the 1st Battalion was now in Peshawar, where the 2nd
Battalion had found itself in 1914. But the similarity ends there,
for the 2nd Battalion, in 1939, was, as we know, in Gibraltar. For
those who like analogies, a far closer one may be drawn between the
situations of the two regular battalions in 1939 and their respective
situations ninety years earlier, when during the Indian Mutiny they
were as in 1939, the 1st Battalion in India and the 2nd Battalion in
Gibraltar.

On the declaration of War the territorial battalions were quickly
embodied and at once took over guard duties at many places con-
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102 Tre KiNG’s REGIMENT 1914-1948 [1939

sidered vulnerable to enemy agents. Recruits began to flow in to
the Depot, and it soon became apparent that the accommodation at
Seaforth Barracks was inadequate. Conscription had earlier in the
year been approved by Parliament, and began to operate as the
National Service Act. [t became necessary to form battalions to
hold the troops until they could be absorbed into their appropriate
units, and these * Holding * battalions were affiliated to the various
Regiments of their localities. Thus came into being the 50th
(Holding) Battalion the King’s Regiment.

In December the 10th (Home Defence) Battalion was formed
under Lieut.-Colonel G. Rollo, D.S.0., M.C., who, in the 1914/18
war had commanded the 19th King’s and later the 150 Brigade.
This battalion, like all Home Defence battalions, was composed of
men past the active service age; its immediate role was to relieve the
Territorials on guard duties over vulnerable points.

Towards the end of the year the territorial battalions relieved of
their guard duties moved off in their divisional formations to
various parts of the country to carry out intensive training, the 5th
and 9th Battalions with the 55th Division, and the 8th {Liverpool
Irish) with the 66th Division, to which it had recently been trans-
ferred.

The Depot being still unable to deal with the recruits which were
coming in large numbers, it was moved, under Lieut.-Colonel E. C.
Cleveland, M.C., to Formby, some eight miles north of Seaforth,
where a hutted camp* was in due course built to accommodate the
troops.  Here the expanded Depot, afterwards called the King’s
Regiment Infantry Training Centre, continued during the early part
of the war to receive for training some 200 recruits every fortnight.

Meanwhile, the Expeditionary Force had moved over to France,
but no battalion of the King’s Regiment had moved with it, for both
regular battalions were abroad and the territorial battalions were not
yet ready. In France, however, the war seemed to have developed
an inertia that made the situation seem unreal. Air raids occurred
at home; sinkings took place at sea; but in France the opposing armies
remained static.

The beginning of 1940 saw the 8th (Liverpool Irish) at Heysham,

and the 5th and 9th Battalions in the Derbyshire-Leicester-

1940 shire area, while the 10th (Home Defence) and 50th
(Holding) battalions were finding guards over a wide area in
Lancashire. Accommodation for the troops, now increased so much
beyond normal peace-time figures, was found in private billets.
Amongst the houses providing this accommodation was Staunton
Harold in Derbyshire, the residence of Lord Ferrers, where a company
of the 5th King’s was billeted. Thus, in the cycle of time, troops

# Later called “ Harington Barracks.”
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of the 8th Regiment of Foot not only returned to the County of the
Regiment’s origin, but were actually housed at the family seat of
Lord Ferrers, whose forebear had raised the Regiment in 1685.

In India, the 1st Battalion, far outside the range of enemy
aircraft, scarcely felt the impact of war. It remained in Peshawar
district assisting in improving the Khyber defences, and training
had until November, 1941, when it moved to Ferozepur.

The rapid building up of air power in foreign countries and our
own delay in providing defensive measures had created everywhere,
in the immediate pre-war years, a belated urgency in the preparation
of air defence.

In Gibraltar it became necessary to revalue the reputed impregna-
bility of the Rock in the light of this modern menace. The 2nd
King’s had not been long in Gibraltar before it was busily engaged
in improving the air defences of the Rock.

When war came, in Gibraltar, as everywhere else, action stations
were manned at once, and at the same time efforts for the improve-
ment of the defences were intensified. Isolated as it was at the
southern extremity of a potentially hostile Spain, the Rock had to
be made capable of withstanding a siege, not only from land and sea,
but now from the air as well. [t was necessary therefore to provide
adequate cover for the defenders and for their vital stores from the
effects of aerial bombardment, and for many months after war had
been declared this continued to be one of the main pre-occupations
of the 2nd Battalion.

At home, towards the end of April, 1940, the 55th and 66th
Divisions both took up tactical positions along the east coast of
Britain. The 5th, now under the command of Lieut.-Colonel J. J.
Burke-Gafiney, M.C., was in the Harwich-Felixstowe area, while
the 9th Battalion under Lieut.-Colonel E. A. Williams, T.D., was
further north, about Aldeburgh in East Anglia. The 8th (Liverpool
Irish), whose Commanding Officer was now Lieut.-Colonel W. H.
Hynes of the Royal Inniskillen F usiliers, was on the Yorkshire Coast.

These were the dispositions of the various battalions of the
Regiment when the Battle of France began on May 10th, 1940.
The opening of the Battle of France at once altered the attitude at
home and abroad to the war situation. The disaster leading to the
Dunkirk evacuation brought the enemy’s front-line closer than was
comfortable to the homeland. The invasion of the shores of England,
hitherto almost outside the realms of the most pessimistic specu-
lation, now became a fearful possibility, and this belated appreciation
of the danger of invasion was reflected in increased activity in the
construction of coast defences. During those dramatic wecks, while
the windows of the houses along the East coast of England rattled
unceasingly, in step with the reverberations of the bombings and
batteries from the coast of France, the three battalions of the
Regiment, the 5th, 8th and 9th, all of which were employed on coast



