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Chairman’s Message 
No one could have imagined when I wrote my Chairman's message in both the spring 
Chindit Column and the summer Column Extra that the world would still be in such 
turmoil. In many ways it's difficult to come to terms with, but we must, we need to accept 
it as it is for now and try our best to comply with the latest restrictions.  The restrictions 
that were imposed put an end to our annual Chindit weekend, it was extremely 
disappointing for all those who were involved in the initial set up but the safety and well 
being of our veterans, families and friends was paramount in our thoughts. 

I am pleased to say that one very important national event still took place, the 75th 
anniversary of VJ Day. This event organised primarily by The Royal British Legion 

started off a bit rocky but soon gained momentum, with the involvement of the BBC and other media 
agencies. The TV coverage given to our Chindits at the 2019 Remembrance Day Parade proved to be the key 
that opened many doors. BBC TV, BBC Breakfast TV, BBC Radio, local and national, SKY TV and 
countless other media agencies were in constant contact clambering over one another to gain the right to 
speak with and interview our Chindits. I think at one stage an interview or photo session took place every 
day for two weeks. Of course our Chindits took it all in their stride, after all they are special men, members of 
a special force. 
 
A detailed report and photographs of the event at The National Arboretum is recorded later in this issue. The 
Chindits were the Stars of the show; they put the name Chindit at the top of the list in large bold letters. All of 
them excelled and should rightly feel very proud of themselves. I think I speak for all of us when I say we are 
proud and honoured to be members of a society that supports such gallant gentlemen. 

I will finish by saying a very big thank you to all the committee members who helped to make it possible for 
this outstanding event to be supported by our veterans and especially to our Vice President, who I 
volunteered for a live performance. Alice, you were outstanding and certainly upheld the Wingate name.  
 
Just when you thought I had finished, I have one more thing to say. The VJ 75 Commemoration Booklet 
produced by Major Paul Corden is magnificent, very well put together and certainly something we can 
treasure for the future. I have received countless emails, letters and messages saying exactly that. Well done 
Paul and thank you. 

  The Tenterden War Memorial 
Several of the Chindit Society committee members took part in VJ Day 75 
commemorations this year at many venues across the country. Society 
Media officer, Tony Redding reports: 

On Saturday August 15, Philippa and I had the honour of escorting Chindit 
John Hutchin and his wife Anne to the Tenterden War Memorial located in 
the Ashford district of Kent, for a service of remembrance and thanksgiving 
to mark VJ Day. We were untroubled by weather as thankfully the rain held 
off and we were joined by around 60 others at the memorial. Tenterden’s 
Vicar gave the service and provided the necessary music, thanks to a 
speaker and an iPhone! The town’s Mayor was also in attendance and took 
a great interest in John and his war service. Traffic on the busy road was 
stopped for the minute’s silence and then John laid his own personal wreath 
on behalf of the Chindits. It was a very special morning for us all, but 
especially for John.  

Editor’s note: The front cover VJ Day 75 banner comes courtesy and copyright of the Imperial War Museum 
and the photograph used depicts Dame Vera Lynn on active service during WW2. 
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Chindit Society committee member, John Pearce was unable to attend the VJ Day 75 event at the National 
Arboretum, but instead commemorated the day at his home in St. Ives. As well as all the Chindit and Burma 
campaign insignia set up all around his house and front garden (seen below), John also broadcast a 
Remembrance Service including the Last Post and a two-minute silence, followed by Vera Lynn’s We’ll Meet 
Again. Some of John’s neighbours gathered to enjoy the day and take part in the short service in honour of 
those that took part in the Burma campaign. 

Just a few miles up the road at Truro, in the churchyard of St. Probus and St. Grace, the extended family of 
Chindit Reg Salisbury (who sadly died in April 2018), including his grandchildren and great grandchildren, 
laid a wreath in honour of the Chindits and of course Reg as part of their own personal commemoration of VJ 
Day 75. The photographs shown below were sent to the Society by Reg’s son-in-law, Michael Smith. 
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 Dame Vera Lynn 20th March 1917-18th June 2020 

2

We are now commemorating the 75th anniversary of 
Victory over Japan, to which the Chindits 
contributed so much, but at an enormous cost in 
lives and health. How wonderful that our nation and 
our Allied partners continue to honour their 
sacrifices, achievements and legacy. 

I send my very best wishes to everyone involved, 
especially the wonderful remaining Chindits to 
whom we owe so much, the families of those 
Chindits who have sadly gone to the final RV, and 
today’s 77 Brigade, who have embraced the 
inspirational Chindit ethos and are proudly carrying 
it forward on operations today and into the future as 
a living legacy. 

 

Did You Know? 

1

The incredibly sad news that 
Dame Vera Lynn had passed 
away on the 18th June this year 
came only a few short weeks 
after she had sent the following 
heartfelt tribute to the Chindits 
via 77 Brigade Head Quarters 
at Denison Barracks: 

I still deeply treasure the time I 
spent in Burma with our brave boys, with Orde 
Wingate’s Chindits being a particularly special 
group amongst the wider Allied Forces of South 
East Asia Command. They were all so incredibly 
welcoming and took such great care of me. It was 
an honour to bring them some joy during those 
dark times. 

That Chindit Reg Salisbury was awarded best turned out soldier on guard 
duty in October 1943 and represented the 1st Essex at an inter-regimental 
boxing match fighting as a welterweight. 
 
That at least seventeen different nationalities fought as Chindits during 
1943 and 1944, including men from Denmark, Poland, Greece and Hong 
Kong. 
 
That more men perished from disease within the 2nd Duke of Wellington 
Regiment (23rd Brigade), than were killed through action against the 
enemy in 1944. 

Cab Drivers Honour VJ Day Veterans 
To mark the 75th anniversary of VJ Day, the Taxi Charity for Military 
Veterans delivered a specially commissioned VJ Day 75 commemorative 
tin, filled with various goodies to WW2 veterans. The charity had 
delivered similar tins earlier this year to VE Day veterans and had then 
received so many phone calls asking them to do the same for those men 
who had fought in the Far East. 
 
Dick Goodwin, Vice President of the Taxi Charity remarked: 
The VJ Day tin was specially designed and featured a work by the war 
artist, Thomas Dugdale. The tins were given out to veterans by volunteer 
cabbies, with so many VJ Day events being cancelled, it was our way of 
letting all our WW2 veterans know that we were thinking of them and 
they had not been forgotten. The illustration (seen to the right) on the tin 
depicts a Chindit and first appeared on the cover of Victory magazine on 
the 28th May 1945. 
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                Chindit Gallantry Awards 1943-44 

Listen to a Chindit Memoir 

One of the regular features in our newsletter is the transcription of official recommendations 
for various Chindit awards for gallantry, of which there were many. 

Unlike the examples featured previously within the pages of our newsletter, the award of the 
Military Medal to Lance Corporal William Robert Jordan of the 13th King’s is unusual as no 
known citation survives describing the circumstances for which it was presented. 

Bob Jordan was a section leader with No. 5 Column on Operation Longcloth and had been 
one of the men from that unit to attempt to exit Burma in May 1943 via the Chinese borders. 
He was unsuccessful in this endeavour and became a prisoner of war, spending 10 months 

inside Rangoon Jail before succumbing to disease and dying on the 1st March 1944.  

His award of the Military Medal appeared in the London Gazette on the 11th April 1946 alongside several 
others from the Burma campaign that had also perished in Japanese hands. It seems likely that the award was 
for his efforts whilst a prisoner of war, or a combination of this and his actions during the first Wingate 
expedition. 

To read more about Lance Corporal Jordan and his experiences on Operation Longcloth and beyond, please 
click on the following link: https://www.chinditslongcloth1943.com/family-2.html 

The audio memoir for Leon Frank, who served with the 13th Battalion, the 
King’s Regiment (No. 7 Column) on Operation Longcloth, can now be 
listened to on line. Please follow the link below to the website of the Imperial 
War Museum and enjoy hearing about his many wartime experiences:  
https://www.iwm.org.uk/collections/item/object/80015277 
 
John Hutchin’s heartfelt recollections of his time in Burma from an interview 
with the BBC on 13th August 2020:  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/uk-53784227 
 
Voices of VJ Day from the Soldiers Charity Organisation: 
https://soldierscharity.org/voices-of-vj-day/ 
 
The Last Letter from my Chindit father: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-cumbria-53776378 

The Chindit Society warmly welcomes the contribution of new Chindit artefacts and encourages 
families to share what they have with a wider audience. We would be interested to receive copies of any items, 
such as diaries, letters, memoirs and photographs. These would then go towards supplementing our Chindit 
archive and hopefully expand our knowledge of the campaign and the men who served within it.  
 
Do you have a Chindit soldier in the family? Would you like to find out more about his contribution in 1943 
or 1944? One of the aims of The Chindit Society is to assist families in accessing information about the two 
Wingate expeditions and relating this information to their own Chindit and his experiences. If you are not 
sure, but have heard family stories about a possible Chindit connection, the first thing to do is attempt to 
access his Service Records from the MOD Offices in Glasgow. For more information about applying for Army 
Service Records, please use the following link: http://www.veterans-uk.info 
 
Please contact the Society for more advice on Chindit research. For all such enquiries please email: 
info@thechinditsociety.org.uk 
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Notices and Dates For Your 
Diary West Country Chindit Reunion 
A message from John Pearce: 

Sadly, we have decided to cancel this year’s Exeter Reunion. Almost up until the last moment we were still 
hoping that the Covid-19 situation would allow us to go ahead with the weekend, but alas, after the recent 
announcement from the government on the 22nd September this turned out not to be the case. 

If you have already booked your accommodation with the Exeter Court Hotel or placed a deposit, then please 
do contact them to discuss the situation. We are definitely looking to hold the reunion again next year and it is 
possible that you could carry any deposit over against the weekend in 2021. The Hotel contact details are: 
telephone 01392 832121 or email: Reception@exetercourthotel.co.uk  

If you would like more information about this announcement or the proposed details for next year’s weekend, 
then please contact John on 01736 795788 or email: johnpearce1988@yahoo.com  

Remembrance Sunday 
This year Remembrance Sunday falls on the 8th November. At the time of writing the main 
Royal British Legion event at the Cenotaph is still planned to go ahead. With the current Covid-
19 situation the numbers involved at the Whitehall commemoration will be severely restricted, 
with only 50% of veterans and associates marching this year. Hopefully, a smaller ceremony at 
the Chindit Memorial will take place after our four veterans have returned from the Cenotaph 
march past. 

The Field of Remembrance at Westminster Abbey will be officially opened on the 5th November 
2020 and will remain open until Sunday the 15th November. The Chindit Society is hoping to 
have a small party present for the opening ceremony. For more information about either event 
please contact Society Chairman, Paul Shenton on: info@thechinditsociety.org.uk 

VJ Day at the Chindit Memorial (London) 
The Society’s VJ Day commemorations began in the cool morning 
drizzle of Saturday 15 August at the Chindit Memorial in London. 
The Army Head Quarters (London District) had included our 
memorial as part of a six-memorial tour beginning at the Cenotaph at 
6.35am.  

A party of four senior Army Officers including the General Officer 
Commanding, Chief of Staff and the Brigade Major attended the 
Chindit Memorial at exactly 7.45am, alongside a Gurkha bugler and 
committee members, Mandy Walsh and Steve Fogden representing 
the Chindit Society, ably supported by Geordie and Margaret 
Fergusson as rearguard. 

After a brief introduction and informal discussion about the history of 
the Chindits and the memorial before us, the Brigade Major called 
proceedings to order, which began with a general salute in respect of 
our memorial followed by a short wreath laying ceremony (carried 
out on behalf of the Society by Mandy Walsh). The Gurkha bugler 
played the Last Post, which was then followed by a one minute 
silence. Reveille was sounded to conclude the ceremony and the 
Army group moved off to attend the Gurkha Memorial on Horse 
Guards Avenue. 
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VJ Day 75 at the National Memorial Arboretum 

2

This now led to some hurried organising to get the 
lucky five Chindits to the NMA. Sally Lockhart 
would bring Peter Heppell, and Neil Machin would 
bring his father Sid, but things were far more 
complicated for Ian Niven, Robbie Robertson and 
Horace Howkins. To cut a long story short, Mike 
Summerbee (away in Portugal with Manchester City 
at the Champions League finals) organised a driver 
and car to transport Ian to the NMA, where Jo 
Cowley would act as his escort; Robbie’s daughter 
Jean stepped in at the last moment to get him there; 
and WO2 Kevin Carter would collect Horace from 
his care home, following last-minute agreement by 
the manager. 
 
On VJ Day itself, everyone needed to be in place by 
10:15 hours, so most gathered in Lichfield the day 
before, staying the night at the George Hotel. Those 
with specific roles (Alice Wingate-Pearce and Sid 
Machin, who were going to speak live, and me, as 
part of the military contingent) had to report to the 
NMA at lunchtime on Friday for rehearsals.  
 
The BBC had set up a portacabin city in the car 
park, with cameras, cables, microphones, lights and 
other technical paraphernalia amongst the trees and 
monuments, and it was a busy afternoon. After my 
military briefing and rehearsals were over, I 
wandered around, chatting with people and 
watching the various active participants rehearsing 
their parts, including Alice and Sid. I gave copies of 
the VJ 75 Chindit booklet to Sophie Raworth and 
Fergal Keane, to give them some final background 
on the Chindits. Our Chindit group then met up for 
drinks and a convivial dinner back at the George. 
 
Saturday 15th August dawned bright and clear. We 
all gathered at the NMA, which looked even more 
beautiful than usual, with spectacular garlands of 
flowers adorning each memorial. I helped greet 
veterans and their escorts, military guests and other 
dignitaries and escorted them to their seats, all 
socially distanced throughout the Far East corner. 
(Continued on page 8). 

1

Having observed that the VE 75 commemorations 
were disappointingly muted due to COVID-19, with 
no live veteran participation, the Chindit Society 
and 77th Brigade launched an influence campaign to 
try to get the Royal British Legion (RBL) and the 
MOD Commemorative Events and Ceremonial 
Team (CECT) to look at ways of enabling veterans 
to take a more prominent role for VJ 75.  

Through participation in RBL meetings, and 
through several e-mails and calls to the RBL and the 
MOD CECT, we highlighted the special role played 
by the Chindits in the Far East campaign and made 
lots of helpful, practical suggestions as to how 
participation by surviving veterans could be 
managed even within COVID constraints, based on 
our experience of enabling veterans to take part in 
events such as the Cenotaph Parade.  
 
An early success was that the RBL and MOD 
CECT welcomed access to Chindit veterans for pre-
recorded interviews by the BBC, which provided the 
BBC with a bank of options in the can for possible 
later use. We also kept badgering away about live 
participation in what was emerging as the main VJ 
75 event, to be conducted at the National Memorial 
Arboretum (NMA). 
 
In parallel, we contacted several newspapers and 
offered interviews with Chindit veterans, which 
ultimately led to some super articles being published 
in national papers, such as the Daily Express and 
the Daily Mirror.  
 
In the event, relaxations to Government COVID-19 
restrictions belatedly enabled the RBL to include 
live veteran participation in their main event at the 
NMA, within an overall cap of two hundred 
participants. Due to our original lobbying, the 
Chindits were right at the front of the RBL planners’ 
thinking, and five Chindits, along with five escorts, 
were included in the 40 veterans invited to take 
part. Paul Shenton and Alice Wingate-Pearce also 
got tickets as Chindit Society reps, and I got an 
Army ticket as the 77th Brigade rep. 
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2

To have Alice read her grandfather’s Order of the 
Day for the start of Operation Longcloth was 
unbelievably powerful. We also had Sid Machin 
saying the Chindit Prayer and Robbie Robertson 
being interviewed live by Sophie Raworth, and 
between the two BBC programmes that day we had 
pre-recorded interviews with Chindits Ian Niven, 
Peter Heppell, Charles Mercer, John Hutchin and 
Kulbahadur Gurung MM (who I had tracked down 
through my Gurkha contacts), not to mention 
Joanna Lumley presenting the evening tribute 
programme. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Paul Corden’s article continues onto page 9: 
 
After the formal ceremony finished, the VVIPs met 
some of the veterans and descendants. The Prime 
Minister spoke with Horace Howkins and WO2 
Kevin Carter, who had a privileged seat close to the 
Burma Star Memorial, but disappointingly, Prince 

1

We then awaited the arrival of the VVIPs: HRH The 
Prince of Wales, HRH The Duchess of Cornwall 

and the Prime Minister. 

Those who watched the ceremony on TV were 
treated to a beautifully choreographed and moving 
event, with live parts interspersed with pre-recorded 
interviews. Music from the choir, the RAF 
Regiment Band, the Gurkha piper and an Indian 
sitar player wafted ethereally through the trees, 
interspersed with Art Malik’s central narrative and 
personal contributions from veterans and 
descendants, the VVIPs and others.  
 
For those of us present, we could only see a limited 
part of the whole event, due to the social distancing 
requirement, unless we were lucky enough to be 
able to see one of the TV repeater screens dotted 
about, but of course we all saw and heard the BBMF 
fly-past, which was a particularly uplifting 
moment. Overall, it was a huge privilege just to be 
there.  
 
We were also able to see the BBC production team 
in action, skillfully shifting from scene to scene, 
cutting between the large, crane-mounted camera to 
tripod-mounted cameras and mobile, stabilised 
cameras. It was only when watching a recording of 
the programme later that we could fully appreciate 
the production skills involved, as the coverage did 
not show any of the equipment that we could see all 
around us.   
 
The BBC has taken a lot of flak recently, but they 
certainly produced the goods for this event, both 
technically and in the way that their researchers and 
presenters, such as Sophie Raworth, Dan Snow and 
Fergal Keane, really seemed to understand the 
solemnity and importance of it all. 

 
I might be biased, but I sense that the Chindit 
element was the highlight of this event (and, indeed, 
the whole VJ 75 commemorative period), due to the 
coherent narrative of that Special Force whose 
extraordinary exploits stood out even amongst the 
many heroic parts of the Far East campaign.   

The Battle of Britain Memorial Flight fly-
past at the National Memorial Arboretum 
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2

The Chindit party then gathered at the Chindit 

Memorial for a mini-ceremony, joined by Mark, 
The 3rd Viscount Slim, and Major Charlie Miller, the 

event’s military organiser, whose wife’s late uncle 
was a Chindit (a Cameronian). Wreaths were laid 

and an Act of Remembrance was conducted, then 
everyone gathered for a group photo to mark the 

occasion. We then reluctantly dispersed, but 
satisfied that the Chindits had played a rightfully 

prominent part in commemorating VJ 75 and 
paying tribute to those no longer with us. 

Article written by Major Paul Corden 

1

Charles and Camilla somehow were not led to the 

rest of the Chindit party waiting by the Chindit 
Memorial. However, I grabbed the opportunity to 

introduce General Sir Nick Carter, Chief of the 
Defence Staff, to Alice, Paul Shenton, Peter 

Heppell, Sid Machin, Robbie Robertson and Ian 
Niven and their escorts.  Considering it was him 

who came up with the title of today’s 77th Brigade, it 
was a long-overdue opportunity for him to meet 

some actual Chindit veterans and Orde Wingate’s 
granddaughter and other Chindit descendants, and 
it was very special both for him and for those he 
met. 

Kevin Carter and Paul Shenton agree to consult with each other on who gets to wear the dark 
pin-strip suit at the next Chindit event. 

Stop Press: 
The Chindit Society would like to announce the proposed dates for next year’s Annual Reunion. This will be 
on the weekend, 18-20th June 2021 and will be held at Denison Barracks the home of today’s 77th Brigade. 
Obviously, the event will be dependent on any Government guidelines applicable at that time. More 
information to follow presently. 
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Photographs from VJ Day 75 at the National Arboretum 

Chindit veteran Sid Machin at the Chindit 
Memorial 

Chindit veteran Peter Heppell with daughter 
Sally Lockhart 

Chindit veteran Horace Howkins Chindit veteran Robbie Robertson 

General Orde Wingate’s granddaughter, Alice 
Wingate-Pearce 

Chindit veteran Ian Niven chats with General 
Sir Nick Carter, Major Corden and Jo Cowley 
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Prime Minister Boris Johnson greets a Burma 
veteran at the Arboretum 

The Prince of Wales and the Duchess of 
Cornwall enjoy the serenity of the Burma Star 

Memorial Grove 

Sid Machin pictured during his reading for the 
BBC coverage of VJ Day 75 

The full Chindit Society party at the National 
Arboretum 

Alice Wingate-Pearce reads her grandfather’s 
Order of the Day from Operation Longcloth 

General Sir Nick Carter in conversation with 
Peter Heppell and Sally Lockhart. 
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I Found I Was Allergic To Gliders 
our rifles and prepared to sell our lives dearly. Down 
we went to make a perfect landing. As soon as we 
came to a stop we all jumped out, weapons in hands 
and prepared to make a fight of it. To our surprise 
we found that we had arrived back at the very place 
we had started from!  
 
On another occasion we were taking refuge in a 
damaged glider from a storm at the stronghold 
known as Blackpool, near Hopin in the Mogaung 
Valley. There was a fierce gale blowing and 
suddenly we felt the glider move. The wind rushed 
across the fuselage giving us the impression that we 
had taken off. There was a wild scramble for the 
exits and we all gritted our teeth and jumped for it. 
As we landed in a heap on the ground we looked 
back at the glider. It had moved about a yard.” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

From the pages of the Liverpool Echo newspaper 
dated 22nd December 1944: 

A Kingsman’s Adventures in Burma 
Pte. Josiah Glover, of 43 Talbot Street, St. Helens, 
has had some exciting adventures with a battalion of 
the King’s Regiment (Liverpool), which formed part 
of the Chindit Force in the recent operations in 
northern Burma. He told me the story of his 
adventures and emphasised that he did not like 
gliders. 
 
“Gliders and me don’t seem to get on so well 
together,” he said. “I was very thrilled when I 
learned that the battalion was going to be flown 
miles behind Japanese lines by glider. It was 
certainly a novel experience after a routine sort of 
job at the Pilkington Brothers Glassworks. But 
whenever I got into a glider something seemed to go 
wrong. We took off from a base in Assam. The take 
off went alright, but after flying for some time there 
was a technical hitch. I don’t know what went 
wrong, but the Dakota pilot told us that he had to 
disconnect us from the plane that had been towing 
us. 
 
After this we flew for a considerable time while the 
glider pilot searched for somewhere to land. He 
thought we were over Burma and there was every 
likelihood of having to crash-land in the middle of 
Japanese positions. After a time we found a large 
clear space. He told us he was going to land and for 
us to come out of the glider shooting! We loaded  WACO GA-4A Glider on tow in 1944 

Please Come and Join Us 
The Society would love to see families and friends who have over the years attended the various dinners and 
functions previously organised by the Chindit Old Comrades Association and extends a warm welcome to any 
of you that would wish to join us at any of our future Chindit Society events. This invitation is especially 
directed towards the widows and families of our former Chindit veterans. 
 

A Special Thank You to 77 Brigade 
The Chindit Society, both the committee and our veterans would like to take this opportunity to publically 
thank Paul Corden, Kevin Carter and the wider team at 77 Brigade, for their part in organising the various VJ 
Day 75 events. We cannot overemphasize how much their support and expertise enhances and strengthens the 
Society’s endeavours. 

The Chindit Society would like to remind its members that our website is available on line and can be visited 
by using following link: http://thechinditsociety.org.uk 
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Remembering Robert Caruana 

2

year in the RAF, returning to England in early 1946 
and flying Mk16 Spitfires with 19 Squadron, based 
near Lübeck in Germany, until September 1946, 
rising to Squadron Leader. He said the Spitfire was 
a marvellous aircraft, the best he ever flew. They 
were very close to the Soviet forces in their Zone of 
Occupation (later East Germany), and they had a 
number of aerial brushes with Soviet aircraft. 
 
In October 1946, he was demobbed and took up a 
place at Trinity College, Dublin, to read Law and 
Modern Languages. He was awarded triple blues, 
for squash, hockey and athletics, even being selected 
to run for Ireland in the Olympics. On graduating 
from Trinity, he went to live in London, being 
called to the Bar (Gray’s Inn) and then joining Shell, 
with whom he went to Venezuela in 1952. It was 
there that he met Louise van Dobben, who became 
his wife in 1954. They had two children: a son, 
Alexander, and a daughter, Christine. In 1972, he 
and the family moved to Houston, where he studied 
US law at night school and became a member of the 
Texas Bar. He then joined an American oil tool 
company, which sent him back to the UK for a time 
and then on to Fribourg, Switzerland. There he met 
the British Consul in nearby Berne, becoming good 
friends. As it turned out, the Consul was also the 
Station Head of MI6, and Bob was recruited into 
MI6 in 1980.  
 
In April 1982 came the Falklands War. Because of 
his fluent Spanish and experience in South America, 
where he had contacts in Buenos Aires, MI6 
thought it a good idea for him to go there and see 
what he could find out about Argentina’s naval 
activities. Aged almost 59 he flew incognito into 
Buenos Aires and made contact with intelligence 
groups there. He was there for about two months, 
coming out shortly before the UK recovered the 
Falkland Islands, and being debriefed in London.  
In the late 1980s he started playing tennis at 
Wimbledon in the Veterans’ Championships, and 
spending many years as a member of the All 
England National Tennis Team. They played all 
around the world, and Bob was the No 1 veteran 
singles player in his division, winning 18 out of 20 
matches over 20 years, and only retiring in 2015. 
Coincidentally, he met Colonel Charles Mercer, 
another of our Chindit veterans, at Wimbledon. 
 
(Continued on the next page). 

1

Bob Caruana was a RAF 
fighter pilot who served with 
the Chindits as a Ground-Air 
Liaison Officer on Operation 
Thursday. 
  
He was born in Port Said, 
Egypt in 1923, where his father 
was the British Consul. After 
flying training in Rhodesia, he 

flew Hurricanes in North Africa and then was 
transferred to India. While waiting to be assigned to 
a squadron, he was asked if he was willing to go 
behind Japanese lines with the Chindits in Burma 
for a couple of weeks, as part of Operation 
Thursday. He happily volunteered for this little 
adventure, and in late March 1944 found himself in 
a DC-3 Dakota, along with twenty other men and 
two mules in bamboo cages, flying by night into 
Aberdeen stronghold. 
 
Attached to 14 Brigade, Bob’s little adventure of a 
couple of weeks ended up lasting more than four 
months, in terrible conditions, suffering from 
malaria and a lack of food – a particularly 
unpleasant shock for RAF aircrew, who were 
usually very comfortable and well fed in their 
airfield bases well behind our own lines! One of his 
key roles was to find suitable open spaces/landing 
strips for 1st Air Commando light aircraft to land on 
to evacuate wounded men, take officers up on 
reconnaissance or liaison flights, take captured 
intelligence materials back to Chindit HQ etc. He 
also coordinated and directed close air support 
missions by the 1st Air Commando’s B-25H Mitchell 
bombers and P-51A Mustang fighters, whose 
firepower made up for the lack of heavy weapons 
carried by the Chindits. He also helped to 
coordinate resupply drops, but the early breaking 
monsoon that year hampered this lifeline, making 
food drops a rare and precious event, with one 
particularly painful period without food resupply 
lasting ten days. 
 
After Operation Thursday ended, Bob joined a 
squadron of P-47 Thunderbolts at Jumcha. They 
had a ground-attack role, dive-bombing or strafing 
targets at low altitude, using his eight .50” machine 
guns. That tour lasted a year, until the end of the 
war, during which he flew countless sorties, but 
never suffering even a scratch. He remained another 
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Major Paul Corden represented 77 Brigade and the 
Chindit Society, and other guests included Air Chief 
Marshal (Retd) Sir Simon Bryant and Lady Helen 
Bryant. 
 
Bob is survived by his son Alexander, his daughter 
Christine Caruana Sowers, and his granddaughters 
Nicola Louise White Godard and Ashley Marie 
White. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Major Paul Corden presents Bob Caruana with his 
WW2 medal group at Westminster Abbey in 2018. 
  
 

1

In his later years, Bob lived in Cannes, on the 
Riviera, but he liked to come to London every year, 
and in 2018 he was one of the Chindits who 
attended the Field of Remembrance ceremony at 
Westminster Abbey. For some reason, he had never 
received his wartime medals, so the Chindit Society 
organised a set, which were pinned on just before 
the ceremony started. He proudly wore them for the 
rest of that day, first in front of HRH Prince Harry, 
who opened the Field of Remembrance and visited 
all the regimental plots, then at lunch in the MOD 
Cafeteria, and finally on a visit to 10 Downing 
Street. He also wore them for the Cenotaph Parade 
on Remembrance Sunday, when he was escorted by 
Corporal Sally Raimondo, an RAF photographer 
serving with 77 Brigade. Several members of his 
family were there to support him at the Chindit 
Memorial after the March-Past, and inside New 
Scotland Yard for the lunch that rounded off the 
day.  

Sadly, Bob was not able to attend the Remembrance 
events in 2019, and he died on the 2nd February 
2020. His family organised a wonderful Memorial 
Reception for him on Saturday 7th March at his 
beloved RAF Club on Piccadilly, opposite the 
Bomber Command Memorial.  

 
RECENTLY FALLEN COMRADES 

 
Lester Hudson, 1st South Staffs, 17th April 2020 

Dame Vera Margaret Lynn, 18th June 2020 
George Frederick Claxton, Recce Corps, 31st July 2020 

 
Charles Raymond Davenport, 1st Cameronians, 4th August 2020 

Albert Gibson, 1st South Staffs, 8th August 2020 
James Clark, 1st King’s Liverpool, 9th August 2020 
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Robbie Robertson 

2

Another important role was to call in both the RAF 
and the planes of No. 1 Air Commando (USAAF), 
to attack Japanese positions which had been 
identified by the	Chindit columns on the ground as 
they made there way through the jungles of 
Northern Burma.	 
After being involved in the setting up of the Chindit 
stronghold codenamed Aberdeen, and the assault on 
the Japanese held airstrip at Indaw, the Queen’s 
columns and the remainder of 16th Brigade were 
withdrawn from operations in early May 1944, with 
the majority of No. 22 Column being flown out 
from Broadway around that time. 
 
Wingate’s appreciation of the RAF contribution to 
Chindit operations was well documented. After the 
first operation in 1943 he wrote: 
 
The most important thing to note is that SD (Supply 
Drop) was a brilliant and unexpected success in 1943. All 
kinds of gloomy prophesies had been made by the experts. 
None was fulfilled. The RAF officers and men provided 
were of the highest quality and they were of great value to 
the columns. It is essential to have RAF personnel with 
Long Range Penetration columns, as they afford the unit: 
continual air co-operation with rear base, vital air 
intelligence and the exploitation for calling in strategic 
bombing raids on previously unknown enemy positions. 
 
By the end of his time with the Royal Air Force, 
which included service in Malaya, Robbie had 
attained the rank of Squadron Leader. In more 
recent years, Robbie has taken part in the many 
Chindit Society events, including the Cenotaph 
March in 2018 and the 75th Anniversary events for 
Operation Longcloth, Operation Thursday and VJ 
Day 75. 

1

Robbie was a RAF Wireless 
Operator Mechanic on 
Operation Thursday, serving 
with the RAF section of No. 
22 Column (2nd Queen’s 
Royal Regiment) as part of 
Brigadier Bernard Fergusson’s 
16th British Infantry Brigade. 
Fergusson’s unit had the great 
misfortune of having to march 

into Burma in 1944, the only Chindit Brigade to do 
so. The route chosen by Wingate for 16th Brigade 
was a tortuous sequence of native trails over the 
Naga Hills. This encompassed a never-ending 
sequence of jungle-covered ridges up to 6000 feet 
high, cut through by steep sided and almost 
impenetrable steaming valleys. The advance began 
on the 8th February 1944, with the commando 
platoons of 51/69th Field Regiments leading the 
way. 
 
According to the War diary of the 2nd Queen’s 
Regiment, the RAF Section for No. 22 Column was 
led by Flight-Lieutenant A. Tofield and Flight-
Lieutenant J. M. Knowles respectively. Robbie had 
his work cut out almost immediately when, 
according to the diary, the mule carrying the column 
wireless set fell into a 100ft ravine on the 19th 
February. Miraculously, both mule and radio were 
undamaged. The RAF Liaison section was a crucial 
part of all Chindit columns and were responsible for 
contacting both Rear Base and the other columns in 
the field during operations. The major role was of 
course organising and bringing in the vital supply 
drops which kept the Chindits fed, watered and 
well-stocked with ammunition. On average, these 
supply drops took place every five days.  

Dick Hilder 
Dick Hilder joined the Life Guards as a Trooper in 1940; he was then commissioned 
into the Royal Armoured Corps in 1942. As a Captain with the 26th Hussars he was 
transferred to 14th Brigade Head Quarters as Recce/Assault Platoon commander.  
 
During Operation Thursday he flew into the Aberdeen stronghold and operated with 
the 2nd Black Watch on the west side of the Hukawng Valley towards Blackpool and 
Point 2171. After returning to India he was posted to the 3rd Carabiniers leading M3 
Lee tanks back across the Chindwin and Irrawaddy Rivers in late 1944 as the 14th 
Army finally drove the Japanese out of Burma. Dick is now 99 years old. 
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A Longstanding Royal Connection 
additional scourge of sickness, mostly malaria and 
dysentery that, as Lord Mountbatten reminded the 
press in August 1944, had claimed close on a quarter 
of a million casualties amongst Allied Forces since 
the beginning of that year. And yet, despite all this, 
so few people seemed to know what heroic tasks 
you were performing, which must have been 
profoundly frustrating. 
 
Again, in 1944, Lord Mountbatten said 'we do not 
want a lot of limelight, in fact we do not want any, 
but when I go round and talk to the men in the 
Command what worries them is that their wives, 
their mothers, their daughters, their sweethearts and 
their sisters don't seem to know that the war they are 
fighting is important and worthwhile — which, it 
most assuredly is.’ It is of course, rather telling that 
no fewer that 29 VCs were awarded during the 
campaign - the largest number in any theatre of war.  
 
It is worth recalling that there were so many 
exceptionally courageous aircrew and sailors 
supporting our ground forces. Quite simply 
operations could not have continued without the 
pivotal support of British and Allied pilots and 
aircrew, who not only flew thousands of daring re-
supply missions in the most appalling weather 
conditions imaginable, but also defeated a well 
equipped and highly motivated Japanese Air Force.  
 
And, at sea, the Royal Navy fought with distinction 
alongside other Allied Navies to destroy the 
Japanese fleet and gain control of the Indian and 
Pacific Oceans. All of this was achieved while the 
world focused on the war in Europe, which 
consumed the lion's share of military resources. It is 
also worth recalling that, unlike the war in Europe, 
our veterans in South East Asia carried out much of 
the fighting at very close range, spending many 
months enduring exceptionally harsh conditions in 
the jungle. 
 
As Patron of the Chindit Old Comrades 
Association, I have, over the last 25 years or so, 
gained an insight in to the actions of the remarkable 
men who operated hundreds of miles behind enemy 
lines. It is wonderful to know that this country of 
ours still produces equally remarkable people whose 
bravery and tenacity are truly inspiring. 
 
(Continued on page 17). 

We all appreciated Prince Charles’ heartfelt address 
at this year’s VJ Day 75 commemorations at the 
National Memorial Arboretum, but as most of us 
know, he has had a longstanding association with 
the veterans of the Burma campaign, including of 
course our own dear Chindits. 

A speech by HRH The Prince of Wales on the 60th 
Anniversary of VJ Day at the Burma Star 
Association reception, held at Westminster Hall in 
London, on the 21st August 2005: 

Ladies and gentlemen, as we commemorate the 60th 
Anniversary of the end of the Second World War, I 
just wanted to pay tribute, once again, to the 
veterans who helped secure an historic victory in 
South East Asia. Today we remember the appalling 
losses suffered in the course of defeating Japanese 
tyranny, but we also give thanks for the courage, 
resourcefulness and tenacity of the British and 
Allied Forces in defeating such aggression. 

My dear Great Uncle, Lord Mountbatten, used to 
tell me of the quite atrocious conditions endured by 
those fighting in Burma and throughout South East 
Asia. He told me many other stories too, and of his 
famous soapbox talks to the troops under his 
command. 

They must have had some effect, for in April 1945 
he was able to write to my Grandfather, King 
George VI, and tell him that what South East Asia 
Command did have now was something which was 
lacking at the beginning of 1944, which was morale: 
once you have that, the same troops, with the same 
equipment, without any rest or re-training, or even a 
new Commander can beat an enemy twice as 
strong.  
 
The sheer scale of Allied operations in Burma and 
South East Asia was quite incredible. The 14th 
Army, led by the inspirational General Slim, (whom 
I so well remember when I was much younger 
telling me stories at dinner in Windsor Castle about 
his exploits during the Gallipoli campaign where he 
was so badly wounded) was, at its height, nearly one 
million strong and it remains the largest single Army 
ever formed in time of war, winning 101 battle 
Honours. It is so hard for us now, 60 years later, to 
appreciate fully the extent of what you all endured. 
Not only was there the brutality of the Japanese to 
contend with, whether on the battlefield or in the 
horror of the prison camps, but there was also the 
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Let us not forget today the prisoners of war who 
suffered so appallingly at the hands of a ruthless and 
brutal enemy. Over a quarter of all Allied Far East 
Prisoners of War lost their lives in captivity. The 
prisoners, including women and even children, 
endured severe malnutrition, slave labour, illness and 
disease, and horrendously inhuman treatment from 
their captors. Around 12,500 British Prisoners of War 
perished in those vile camps, but the resolve of the 
British and Allied Forces was unbreakable. 

These 60th Anniversary celebrations and 
commemorations afford us —particularly my 
generation, the sons and daughters of those who gave 
the best part of their young lives to secure freedom in 
South East Asia — the opportunity to pay our deepest 
respects to all of you, the veterans and survivors of 
what must have seemed an interminable and terrible 
campaign. Above all, we remember all your friends 
and fellow servicemen and women who never 
returned and we pray your memories and stories will 
be passed onto the generations of today and 
tomorrow so that we can learn from the past. Yours is 
such a special generation, stoical, loyal, indefatigable 
and dutiful. You have been the bedrock of this 
country for all these years and it will not be the same 
without you. We salute you with all our hearts. 

Wingate’s Order of the Day for Operation Longcloth 
(as read by Alice Wingate-Pearce at the National Arboretum on VJ Day 2020). 

Today we stand on the threshold of battle. The time of preparation is over, and we are moving on the enemy 
to prove ourselves and our methods. At this moment we stand beside the soldiers of the United Nations in the 
front line trenches throughout the world. It is always a minority that occupies the front line. It is a still smaller 
minority that accepts with a good heart tasks like this, which we have chosen to carry out. We need not, 
therefore, as we go forward into the conflict, suspect ourselves of selfish or interested motives. We have all had 
the opportunity of withdrawing and we are here because we have chosen to be here; that is, we have chosen to 
bear the burden and heat of the day. Men who make this choice are above average in courage. We need 
therefore have no fear for the staunchness and guts of our comrades. 
 
The motive which has led each and all of us to devote ourselves to what lies ahead cannot conceivably have 
been a bad motive. Comfort and security are not sacrificed voluntarily for the sake of others by ill-disposed 
people. Our motive, therefore, may be taken to be the desire to serve our day and generation in the way that 
seems nearest to our hand. The battle is not always to the strong, nor the race to the swift. Victory in war 
cannot be counted upon, but what can be counted upon is that we shall go forward determined to do what we 
can to bring this war to the end which we believe best for our friends and comrades in arms, without 
boastfulness or forgetting our duty, resolved to do the right so far as we can see the right.  
 
Our aim is to make possible a government of the world in which all men can live at peace and with equal 
opportunity of service. Finally, knowing the vanity of man's effort and the confusion of his purpose, let us pray 
that God may accept our services and direct our endeavours, so that when we shall have done all, we shall see 
the fruit of our labours and be satisfied.  
 
O.C. Wingate, Commander 77th Indian Infantry Brigade, February 1943. 
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Imphal and the Chindits 
The town of Imphal was to play an important role in 
welcoming back the surviving Chindits from 
Operation Longcloth. The 19th Casualty Clearing 
Station was located on the outskirts of the town and 
was the first medical treatment point for these sick 
and wounded men, many of whom had spent over 
12 weeks behind enemy lines. The makeshift 
hospital, consisting mainly of rudimentary basha-
type huts was run for the most part by Matron 
Agnes McGearey, who alongside her devoted staff 
brought these exhausted and malnourished soldiers 
back to life. For her efforts in 1943, Agnes 
McGearey was awarded the MBE. 
 
In preparation for the second Chindit expedition 
(Operation Thursday), Wingate chose Imphal for 
his Divisional Head Quarters. It is suggested, but 
cannot be confirmed that the location of this HQ 
was close to the IV Corps Head Quarters at Kipper 
Box. However, as the Japanese offensive in March 
1944 began to unfold Wingate moved his HQ 
further back to Silchar. 
 
It has for many years been the subject of debate, 
whether the Chindit operations had any influence 
on the Japanese decision to invade India in March 
1944 and possibly even the eventual Japanese defeat 
in these areas. There can be no doubt that the first 
Wingate expedition did take the Japanese by 
surprise and require them to allocate a large number 
of their troops in dealing with this Allied incursion. 
It is likely that the Chindit actions during Operation 
Thursday in the spring of 1944 did play a significant 
part in denying the Japanese command both of 
troops and more importantly supplies for their 
offensives at Imphal and Kohima. 
 
General Takazo Numata was the Chief of Staff of 
the Japanese Southern Army at that time. He wrote 
after the war, that the first Wingate expedition had 
shown the Japanese that offence was better than 
defence in northern Burma and that this had 
persuaded the Japanese to move across the 
Chindwin the following year in the hope of 
capturing Imphal and Kohima. Numata admitted 
that the second expedition had taken him totally by 
surprise and he had very little in the way of troops to 
challenge the airborne invasion by the Chindits. The 
Japanese response to eject the Allied force was far 
too slow and did deflect large numbers of troops 
intended for the Imphal offensive in March 1944. 

The following article was first published in the 
Yening Hunba magazine back in August this year, 
as part of the commemorations for the 75th 
Anniversary of the end of WW2: 
 
During January and February 1943 Imphal was 
chosen by the then Brigadier Wingate, as the final 
staging point for his 77th Indian Infantry Brigade, 
before they pushed on across the Chindwin River 
and took on the Japanese inside Burma. His Brigade 
had left Jhansi by rail and journeyed for several 
days, including by paddle-steamer across the 
Brahmaputra River, before reaching Dimapur and 
marching from there to Imphal. 
 
Many of the Chindits from 1943 remarked about the 
lengthy and arduous march, along the muddy and 
twisting road that led them to Imphal. This was the 
last time they ever needed their Army greatcoats to 
protect them from the freezing temperatures of the 
hills, whilst marching at night to avoid the busy 
daytime traffic and to keep their presence on the 
road a secret. Some of course would never make the 
return trip, but all at that time were in wonder of the 
beautiful and majestic scenery. 
 
Wingate chose the pavilion at the town’s golf course 
to be his temporary map room, as he and his staff 
made the final preparations for the forthcoming 
expedition. It was whilst at Imphal that the final 
decision for Operation Longcloth to go ahead was 
made. General Wavell famously visited the Chindits 
at their camp just outside the town on the 6th 
February and after an intense and protracted 
meeting with Wingate and the other senior officers 
present, agreed to let the expedition proceed even 
though the other elements of the planned offensive 
had fallen through. 
 
Wavell recalled:  
I had to balance the inevitable losses against the 
experience to be gained of Wingate’s new methods 
and organisation. I had little doubt in my own mind 
of the proper course, but I had to satisfy myself that 
the enterprise had a good chance of success and 
would not be a senseless sacrifice; and I went into 
Wingate’s proposals in some detail before giving the 
sanction to proceed for which he and his brigade 
were so anxious. I was impressed by what I found 
and was proud to salute the brigade as it marched 
out. 
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cutting the Japanese lines of communication and 
supply as the enemy encircled Kohima.  
 
For some Chindits, the relationship between 
themselves and Imphal and Kohima would be a 
permanent one. The Commonwealth Grave 
cemeteries at both locations were to be the final 
resting place for many Allied soldiers after the war 
and several Chindit soldiers now lie at Kohima War 
Cemetery. These are mostly men from the 23rd 
British Infantry Brigade, but there are also a handful 
of Longcloth Chindits who perished at the 19th 
Casualty Clearing Station in mid-1943. May they all 
rest in peace. 
 
(Article written by Steve Fogden for the 2nd World 
War Imphal Campaign Foundation). 
 

The area around Imphal was to play a further part in 
the wider Chindit story, when on the 24th March 
1944, General Orde Wingate was killed in a plane 
crash near the village of Thiulon in the Tamenglong 
District of Manipur State. The loss of their leader 
was a massive blow to the Chindit brigades fighting 
in Burma and in the end Wingate’s general 
strategies and plans were abandoned in favour of 
supporting General Stilwell’s action at Myitkhina. 
 
One of Wingate’s units, the 23rd British Infantry 
Brigade had been waiting to reinforce the early 
Chindit successes in Burma during April 1944, when 
it was diverted by General Slim in the defence of the 
Imphal/Kohima perimeter. The Brigade, containing 
soldiers from the Essex, Duke of Wellington and 
Border Regiments, were used in Chindit fashion, 

Continued from page 15. 

Chindit veteran John 
Hutchin receives a VJ 
Day 75 statuette during 
one of his many media 
appearances this August. 

Chindit Peter Heppell 
(right) meets Sir Thomas 
Moore, known to us as 
Captain Tom, at his 
home in Bedford. As part 
of their discussion, Tom 
was awarded honorary 
membership of the 
Chindit Society. 



 

 

 

The Chindit Society Team 

Websites of Interest 

THE CHINDIT COLUMN AUTUMN 2020 

President - Holly Wingate 
 
Vice President - Alice Wingate 
 
Chairman - Paul Shenton JP. 
info@thechinditsociety.org.uk 
 
Vice Chairman – Sally Lockhart 
 
Secretary - Mandy Walsh 
email: alcwalsh@gmail.com 
 
Treasurer – Position Vacant 

Media - Tony Redding 
email: tonyr@mulberryr.co.uk 
 
Archivist & Editor - Steve Fogden 
email: steve.1943@hotmail.com 
 
Chaplain – Position Vacant 
 
Welfare - Joanna Cowley 
 
Exeter Event Manager - John 
Pearce 
 

Sgt. Charles Davenport 
 
Back in June this year the Society received an email contact from Edward Davenport, 
the son of Sergeant Charles Raymond Davenport, a Chindit with the 1st Battalion of the 
Cameronians (Scottish Rifles) Regiment. As with so many Burma veterans, Charles had 
rarely spoken about his experiences during the war, but had shared with his family his 
uniform, Chindit badges, medals and a captured Japanese sword. 
 
With some help from the Society Archivist, the family learned more of the 

Cameronians’ contribution on the second Wingate expedition and in particular their part in the attritional 
and hard-fought battle with the Japanese at the Blackpool stronghold. On discussing this information with his 
father, Edward told us that it had triggered some further recollections and stories and that Charles had then 
provided the family with some photographs of himself in uniform. 
 
Sadly, Charles Davenport passed away on the 4th August having just recently reached his 97th birthday on the 
8th July (2020). Our belated condolences go out to his family and we hope that the small amount of 
information we have been able to provide about his wartime service will be of some extra comfort to them at 
this time. 

Then & Now. As part of the VJ Day 75 commemorations, photographs of Burma veterans were collected 
together, which showed images of the man from back during his Burma days and then how he looks today. 
Some of our Chindits took part in this venture and now feature on the following short film which has been 
uploaded onto YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JOGa1vcCRfY&feature=youtu.be 
 
The Hermes Wings. This website has a great deal of Chindit related content including some interesting 
photographs and very detailed operational maps and has been well put together by webmaster Akhil 
Kadidal: https://chindits.wordpress.com/2011/04/16/the-chindits-1944/ 
 
The Burma Boy. A film made by journalist Barnaby Phillips in 2011, which covers the emotional story of a 
West African Chindit and his experiences in Burma during WW2. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BREOezfAJSU 


