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Chairman’s Message 
A warm welcome to you all, a massive thank you to Steve Fogden for producing yet another outstanding 
newsletter and further thanks to those of you who have contributed with articles and photos. 
  
It was disappointing that yet again we had to cancel the arranged Chindit Reunion at the Denison Barracks in 
July, but luckily the National Memorial Arboretum were able to entertain us for an event held on the 13th 
August. We opened our invitation to members of The Burma Star Memorial Fund (formerly The Burma Star 
Association) and although it was an extremely hot day a total of 92 members formed up at the two memorials 
together with two Chindits, Sid Machin and Robbie Robertson, and 101year old Burma Star veteran Harry 
White. A wonderful service was conducted and wreaths laid. 
  
I am pleased to say that John and Pat Pearce have booked the Exeter Court Hotel at Kenford, for the West 
Country Reunion on Saturday 29 October 2022. Please let me know if you have not received the booking 
applications. 
  
As our veteran numbers continue to dwindle, we must continue our support and show our appreciation to 
these gallant gentlemen. Hopefully we will continue to meet at the various planned events and especially on 
Remembrance Sunday where two of our veterans will march past the Cenotaph as part of the Royal British 
Legion parade. 

Discovering New Chindits, A Photographic Display (Part One) 
The	gallery	below	contains	photographs	of	four	Chindits	from	the	more	recent	family	enquiries	sent	to	the	
Chindit	Society	over	the	last	period.	As	they	once	said	at	the	end	of	Vision	On,	the	old	BBC	1	programme	from	
the	1970’s,	we	only	wish	we	could	show	all	of	the	family	photographs	that	we	have	received,	but	sadly	this	is	
not	possible.		

(L-R):	Sergeant	Gerald	Shepherd,	1st	Beds	&	Herts	on	Operation	Thursday.	Daughter	Veronica,	has	kindly	
donated	her	father’s	war-time	photographs	to	the	Chindit	Society	for	our	archive.	Lance	Bombardier	Edward	
Henry	Rudge,	4th	Field	Regiment	Royal	Artillery.	Son	Ian,	recognised	his	father	on	a	photograph	featured	on	
one	of	the	Society	websites,	remarking	that	his	father	had	been	in	close	combat	with	the	Japanese	and	had	a	
long-standing	respect	for	Gurkha	and	West	African	soldiers.		

Sergeant	Robert	Bourke,	111	Brigade	RAF	radio	operator	on	Operation	Thursday.	Robert	sadly	died	on	27th	
May	1944	from	wounds	sustained	on	the	expedition	and	was	buried	in	the	first	instance	at	the	Sahmaw	
Military	Cemetery	located	near	Mogaung.	Details	kindly	sent	in	by	nephew	Roger	and	niece	Nicolle.	Lieutenant	
John	Roland	Santer.	Daughter	Brenda	Pey	told	us	that	her	father	had	joined	the	Army	(1st	King’s	Liverpool)	in	
1934	and	had	spent	much	of	his	time	on	the	North	West	Frontier	of	India.	He	was	commissioned	into	the	
Royal	Sussex	Regiment	in	October	1943	and	possibly	attached	to	the	Chindits	in	1944,	before	being	
transferred	to	the	6th	Royal	Welch	Fusiliers	and	serving	in	the	North	West	Europe	theatre. 
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The Wingate Air Crash Artefact 

On the 3rd July this year, Chindit Society archivist Steve Fogden was given the honour of representing the 
Society in the collection of a very important and historical artefact. Our good friend and Society member, 
Yumnam Rajeshwor Singh had travelled to the UK from India on a week-long pilgrimage, which would 
include presenting a small piece of the wreckage from the B-25 Mitchell Bomber in which Major-General Orde 
Wingate was travelling when he and eight other passengers were tragically killed on the 24th March 1944. 
 
On a warm Sunday afternoon in the Norfolk hamlet of Bergh Apton, Steve and Debby Fogden were guests of 
fellow WW2 researcher, Chris Johnson at a garden party held in honour of Rajeshwor’s visit. The party was 
attended by other families associated with Raj’s steadfast work back in India, exploring and uncovering the 
battlefields surrounding Imphal and Kohima including the area around Kangla Tongbi (known in 1944 as the 
Lion Box), where British forces were able to halt the advance of the Japanese Army for three days, allowing 
vital arms, ammunition and supplies to be removed from the local battlefield zone and used later at more 
permanent defensive positions. 
 
After several pleasant hours of conversation, a short presentation ceremony was conducted involving the 
handing over of gifts to Raj from both the families of the men who had fought at Kangla Tongbi and by Steve 
Fogden on behalf of the Chindit Society. After this Raj in turn presented Steve with the piece of the B-25 
Mitchell Bomber which he had collected from the crash site location near the village of Thiulon in Manipur 
State. Later, during the following week another piece of the plane was presented to the curators of the Kohima 
Museum in York. 
 
The Society would like to thank Raj once again for all his effort, time and generosity in searching out the 
location of the Wingate plane crash and for presenting us with such an iconic piece of Chindit related history. 
A photograph of the artefact presented by Raj can be seen on the front page of this newsletter. To read more 
about the expedition led by Raj to the B-25 crash site in 2018, please go to page 10 of the Autumn 2018 edition 
of the Chindit Column newsletter, which can be accessed from the Chindit Society website here: 
https://thechinditsociety.org.uk/the-chindit-column 

 
       

 

Yumnam Rajeshwor Singh’s Visit to the United Kingdom 

Image 1: Steve Fogden accepting the B-25 aircraft artefact from Raj on behalf of the Chindit Society. 
Image 2: (L-R) Rajeshwor, garden party host Chris Johnson and Debby and Steve Fogden enjoy a light-
hearted moment on the 3rd July. 
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 Chindit Gallantry Awards 1943-44 

Well Worth a Visit 
 The Kohima Museum in York. The Battle of Kohima in North East India, close to its border with Burma, 
took place between 4th April and 22nd June 1944 and marked the limit of the Japanese Army’s advance into 
India. Here the enemy was stopped, defeated and forced into retreat and eventually expelled from Burma 
altogether.  
 
This wonderful museum, run by Bob Cook and his team can be found within the Imphal Army Barracks on the 
Fulford Road in York. For more information and to find out how you can visit, please click on the following 
link: http://www.kohimamuseum.co.uk 
 
 

One of the regular features in our newsletter is the transcription of official 
recommendations for various Chindit awards for gallantry, of which there were 
many. 
 
Sergeant 3966238 Kenneth Edwin Crute 
77th Indian Infantry Brigade-1st Lancashire Fusiliers 
Date of Recommendation: Military Medal 16th July 1944 
Action for which recommended: 
 
During operations inside Mogaung town on 20th June 1944, the stage was 
reached when it was thought that Japanese resistance was crumbling. 
Sergeant Crute was ordered to take his platoon forward inside the town as 
far as the Nmayin Chaung, the extreme west limit, to ascertain whether the 
Japanese were in occupation and if so, where. 
 
 
 

 

Sergeant Crute led his platoon forward to the chaung without opposition. On his return by a different route, 
he investigated a Japanese position. On close approach it was found to contain twelve Japanese and a 
mounted machine gun. The Japanese were sheltering from the rain under groundsheets and were taken 
completely by surprise.  

Sergeant Crute and his men killed the enemy with grenades and were opened up on by another enemy 
position close by whilst they were trying to carry off the machine gun. Three men were wounded and one 
killed. Sergeant Crute quickly organised his platoon to deal with this threat and under their covering fire 
arranged the safe evacuation of the three wounded and he himself made another attempt to carry off the 
enemy machine gun. 

On the same day Sergeant Crute and his platoon took part in further street fighting in Mogaung. Sergeant 
Crute was always forward with his own section and displayed the greatest determination, eagerness and 
skill in killing Japanese. 

Award written by Lieutenant-Colonel H.N.F. Christie, 1st Battalion The Lancashire Fusiliers dated 16th July 
1944. 

Signed by Major-General W. Lentaigne, commander Special Force. London Gazette 4th January 1945. 

Kenneth Crute was 27 years old when he entered Burma on the second Chindit expedition in 1944. Originally 
from Torquay in Devon, Kenneth was a plasterer in civilian life working for a local building company, Alfred 
Harris & Son. He enjoyed most sports, but was most well-known in the Torquay area for his boxing prowess. He 
returned to his family after the war, living at 33 Horace Road, Barton.  
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 Discovering New Chindits, A Photographic Display (Part Two) 

  Listen to a Chindit Memoir 
The audio memoir for Frederick Charles Holloman, who served with Brigade HQ 
on Operation Longcloth can now be listened to on line. Please follow the link 
below to the website of the Imperial War Museum and enjoy hearing about his 
many wartime experiences: 
https://www.iwm.org.uk/collections/item/object/80015837 
 
A reminder to our members that the Chindit Society currently runs two websites 
on line. The Chindit Society: https://thechinditsociety.org.uk/ 
 
And Chindit Chasing-Operation Longcloth 1943:  
https://www.chinditslongcloth1943.com/ 
 

Chindit Related Books 
Animals in Combat. The Chindit Society has been in discussion for several months 
with Nigel Allsopp in creating a memorial in the United Kingdom for all the different 
animals used in WW2 and in particular during the Burma Campaign. He has been 
involved in the creation of a number of similar memorials in his native Australia and 
in other countries around the world.  
 
We hope to install a memorial plaque in honour of these silent war heroes at the 
Chindit/Burma Star section of the National Arboretum in the near future and would 
like to thank Nigel publicly for all his efforts to this end. Nigel has also recently 
published a book on the same subject and information about this release can be 
viewed by clicking on the following link: 
 
https://au.newhollandpublishers.com/animals-in-combat-9781760795085.html 

(L-R): Sidney Brant, a soldier with the Beds & Herts Regiment in 1944. His daughter, Christine Wilmshurst 
remarked that her father was with the Signals in Burma and remembered his mule named Ginger with great 
fondness. Robin Marshall, who served with 28th Jungle Field Regiment manning 25 pounder guns in 1944; 
details provided by nephew Nick Parry. William Lawrence Smith of 54 Column on Operation Thursday. His 
son Ian told us that his father experienced close quarter fighting with the Japanese whilst serving with 45 
Recce. Lesley Haynes, 1st Yorks & Lancs on Operation Thursday. His son Terry informed us that his father 
joined the Army in 1936 and served in Palestine, Crete and Tobruk prior to his posting with the Chindits. 
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The Medals of Major Peter Edwards R.E. 

              Did You Know? 
That on the Sunday 7th March 1943, a Chindit representative team played a football 
match against the 50th Indian Infantry Brigade at the A.R.P. recreation ground in 
Ranchi. Playing in red shirts and white shorts, the team comprised of men from the 
2nd Queen’s, 2nd King’s Own and 2nd Leicester’s went on to win the match 3-2. The 
game had been arranged as part of a larger sporting weekend between the two units 
in aid of the Red Cross. 
 
That the first branch of the Burma Star Association was set up in the South Wales 
town of Abertillery, although this was challenged by North Hertfordshire, who 
claimed to have existed even before the BSA was formed in February 1951. 
 

Websites of Interest 
Chindit.net: This website has been online a number of years, but still has a number of very worthy stories 
and articles: http://www.chindit.net/chintales.html 
 
Air Commando Chindit Memorial, Florida: This website is in honour of those who lost their lives in Burma 
whilst serving with 1st Air Commando: https://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=99336 
 
Rangoon War Cemetery: As an update on the recent military and civil unrest in Myanmar, we are sad to 
report that all three CWGC cemeteries in the country are currently closed for visitation: 
https://www.cwgc.org/visit-us/find-cemeteries-memorials/cemetery-details/92001/rangoon-war-cemetery/ 
 
 
 

The medals of Peter Edwards formerly of the Royal Engineers came up for sale at one of London’s most 
prodigious militaria auctioneers this April. Edwards was attached to the 2nd Battalion, The King’s Own Royal 
Regiment on Operation Thursday and was appointed Animal Transport Officer in charge of the unit’s mules. 
After suffering at the hands of the Japanese in the defence of the Blackpool stronghold, Major Edwards was 
subsequently transferred as a reinforcement officer to the 1st Battalion, The Lancashire Fusiliers in mid-June 
1944 and remained with 77 Brigade for the rest of the campaign including the fighting at Mogaung. 
 
After repatriation to the UK post war, Peter Edwards obtained a commission in the Royal Artillery (TA) 
during March 1948. However, with the advent of hostilities in Korea, he once again joined the Royal 
Engineers with the rank of Major and worked in the movement control department at the Pusan perimeter in 
the very south of the country. His medals, which included the Burma Star and Korea 1950-53 medal sold on 
the day for £900. 

(L-R): Peter 
Edwards and one 
of his mules on 
Operation 
Thursday. 
 
His medal 
entitlement as 
sold on the 17th 
April 2022. 
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 Notices and Dates for Your Diary 

Pat and John Pearce are pleased to announce this year’s date for the Exeter Reunion. This will take place on 
Saturday 29th October 2022 at The Exeter Court Hotel, EX6 7UX. Telephone: 01392 832121. 

Some guests travel to the venue on the Friday evening and enjoy an informal meal and gathering before the 
main event on Saturday. Please make all bookings, for both rooms and meals directly to the hotel. If you 
would like more information about this event, please contact Pat or John on 01736 795788 or email: 
johnpearce1988@yahoo.com  

 Remembrance Sunday 
Once again, this year it has been arranged for a marching party of Chindit veterans 
and supporters to take part in the official Royal British Legion parade at the 
Cenotaph in London, based on veterans being pushed in wheelchairs by current 
members of today’s 77 Brigade.  

With this in mind, there will be a later than usual start time for our own service of 
Remembrance at the Chindit Memorial to allow the marching party time to get 
back down to the Embankment. We look forward to seeing you all on the 13th of 
November. 

Arrangements for the day will be announced nearer the time, for more information 
about the Remembrance period please contact Paul Shenton on: 
info@thechinditsociety.org.uk  

 

 

The Hirohito Affair 

West Country Reunion 

The state visit of Japanese Emperor Hirohito in October 1971 was heaped in controversy and caused massive 
consternation amongst the members of the Burma Star & Chindit Old Comrades Associations. Thousands of 
Burma veterans and their supporters lined the route of the official procession leading to Buckingham Palace to 
protest against Hirohito’s presence in the country. Indeed, many turned their backs on the Emperor as he 
passed by and some wore red coloured gloves to symbolise those men lost in the Japanese Prison Camps 
during the war. 

The visit and the involvement of the then Burma Star Association Royal Patron, HRH The Duke of 
Edinburgh in hosting Hirohito led to calls from some BSA members to have Prince Philip removed from his 
position. Special motions were drawn up at branch level and sent in to BSA Head Quarters to this effect and 
these were discussed and then voted upon. 

An open letter was then sent out to the membership: 

The membership will be aware that there were a number of motions arising from the Hirohito affair last 
October. These were placed on the agenda, discussed and then voted upon. The proposal to remove HRH 
The Duke of Edinburgh as our Patron was overwhelmingly defeated and our continuing loyalty to him 
expressed. Proposals to remove The Viscount Slim and other members of the board were similarly defeated 
and full confidence in the Council confirmed. These events have underlined the need for improved 
communications within our Association, especially between the branch and branch areas. 

Hopefully, these problems are now in the past and whilst still respecting members differing viewpoints, 
we must now put this affair behind us. We have certainly come through a rough patch, but should now 
look to our real purpose; the help and welfare of our less fortunate Burma Star comrades and their 
families. 



 

 
8 

AUTUMN 2022 THE CHINDIT COLUMN 

The Chindit Navy 
This is the story of the Chindit Navy – a valiant little fleet of quaint country boats, sapper assault and 
reconnaissance boats whose valuable work in the evacuation of casualties and maintaining supplies when all 
other means of transport failed is an epic of the 1944 Burma operations. Known variously as Nelson Force, 
Kayforce and Howforce, the fleet had no business in deep waters. It plied the shallow, swift running and 
hazardous chaungs of the Mogaung Valley, and the unplumbed depths of Indawgyi Lake, the 15-mile-long 
stretch of water 40 miles west of Mogaung. 
 
About the middle of June, when the giant Sunderland flying boats were no longer available for evacuation of 
casualties from the lake and extreme monsoon conditions had reduced all flying operations to a minimum, 
more than 300 casualties still remained at the lakeside bases of Namma and Nyaungbin. The responsibility for 
their safe evacuation was entrusted to a brigade of General Lentaigne’s Chindits, and Major K. M. Robertson 
of the Royal Engineers at once commenced the task of constructing his fleet which would take the wounded 
and sick Chindits down the Indaw Chaung to Kamaing. 
 
Robertson decided his Kayforce fleet should be constructed from Sapper Ranger boats which would be more 
reliable than native country boats with the wounded and often helpless men as passengers, although they 
would be more difficult to operate in the ever-changing river courses. Soon afterwards Dakotas flew over 
Namma, a constructional base at the south end of the lake, to drop fifty of these rubber craft. Technicians who 
had only had five days in which to learn the art of dropping from the skies were sent in by parachute. Sappers 
quickly got to work and using a bamboo framework from the lakeside jungle five boats were lashed together.  
Two 22-hp outboard engines were then attached and the first Dreadnought was launched. A canopy of 
tarpaulin to give protection from the sun and monsoon completed the craft which were found to be extremely 
lakeworthy. Each was constructed to carry 35 casualties and a crew of five, while one of the fleet of ten was 
specially fitted with 12 double-tier bunks to carry more serious cases. 
 
Known throughout Special Force as The Umbrella Man because of his habit of always carrying an umbrella, 
even when leading patrols round the Jap infested shores of Lake Indawgyi, Major F. D. Edmeades gave 
invaluable help to the Chindit Navy by his advice and practical help in making boats out of the materials 
which were growing by the lakeside. Living in the jungles of Burma for 25 years, where he was employed as a 
forestry expert, no one, not even the Kachins, knew the country better than Major Edmeades. The finishing 
touch when the fleet was ready to sail, complete with casualties, was the launching and christening ceremony 
in which each vessel received the name of a famous warship and was given a Union Jack pennant, specially 
flown in for the occasion. The flagship, under Major Robertson, was called The Ark Royal and she was 
specially equipped with wireless to keep communications with the Bedford and Hertfordshire Regiment, who 
were given responsibility for the complete evacuation of all casualties. 
 
The remaining nine dreadnoughts under The Ark Royal were divided into three squadrons. The first under 
Captain H. T. Watson, Royal Engineers comprised the Vindictive, Valiant and Vanguard; the second led by 
Captain L. Turner and later by Sgt. R. Ashford, were the Renown, Revenge and Resolution; and the third 
squadron under Sgt. T. Hart with commandos from the Black Watch and York and Lancs Regiments had the 
Barham, Benbow and Blenheim. Originally it was intended to have two protective vessels manned by armed 
infantry sections, but by the time the fleet sailed the lake area had been cleared of Japanese. Although the 
dreadnoughts could boast no guns or heavy armour the crews manning them were armed with tommy guns 
and brens. A special repair ship called the Gryphon, completely fitted out as a workshop and a number of 
smaller auxiliary craft brought the fleet’s total to eighteen. 
 
With the exception of cut bamboo all other materials used in the construction and maintenance of the fleet 
were dropped by air and the speed with which the sappers worked in assembling the craft can be assessed by 
the fact that the last seven were put together and afloat between 10 a.m. and darkness on 27th June. 
 
Continued on page 9. 
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The photographs above show wounded and sick Chindits being evacuated by Sunderland Flying Boat after 
being ferried across to the aircraft by the Chindit Navy. 

The story continues: 

On the 28th June the fleet sailed for Nyaungbin, 15 miles up the lake. It made an impressive sight as it moved 
in convoy over the placid waters on an unusually fine day. The maiden voyage was completed without 
incident and on the morning of the 29th the 320 casualties were loaded for the downstream trip to Kamaing. 
That same evening they reached Chaungwa. Pushing on at first light to make the most of the calm weather on 
the Indaw Chaung two squadrons had left when a signal was received that the flying boats, Gert and Daisy, 
were returning to fly out more casualties. One of these squadrons was recalled, but Sgt. Hart pushed on with 
his three dreadnoughts; harboured at Manwe that evening and reached Kamaing on 1st July. 
 
Returning from Chaungwa to the lake, the fleet operated successfully between the hospital base at Nyaungbin 
and the flying boats. Two dreadnoughts then made the trip to Manwe and evacuated 70 casualties to 
Lakhren. They had an exciting voyage for the chaung was blocked by a huge timber dam swept down by 
monsoon rains. Thirty yards of jammed trees locked in a swift-flowing current had to be cleared by Sgt. 
Ashford and his casualties in spite of malaria, jungle sores, and other sickness. West African Chindits took to 
the water and dived for several hours in treacherous changing currents to clear a five-yard-wide channel for 
the boats. 
 
As only three more sorties were flown by the Sunderlands, some 200 casualties were left to be brought out by 
the dreadnoughts which, in addition to acting as tenders, ran a shuttle service up the Indaw Chaung and 
across the lake many hundreds of times, with casualties, food supplies and petrol. During these operations 
Ark Royal and Vindictive fouled in a weed block and for thirty hours were stranded before finally forging 
their way through the mass of vegetation much as an ice-breaker drives through an ice pack.  
 
Nelson Force continued its lake and river operations, bringing out Chindit casualties whenever the Kamaing 
hospital could accept them. More than 350 wounded and sick men were evacuated without the loss of a single 
patient. Gusty squalls and miniature monsoon gales blowing across the lake had all been braved by the 
dreadnoughts which were flat-bottomed boats not designed for breasting five-foot waves. But there was only 
one minor accident and precious few patients even suffered from wet feet. 
 
The force also ferried some 350 mules of Brigadier Calvert’s brigade and Chinese forces in the area and also 
transported many jeeps across the river. Sappers constructed numerous bridges in the lake area; helped in 
sounding and charting the unplumbed depths of Indawgyi Lake and proved themselves first-class motor 
mechanics and river navigators.  
 
This story, originally published by Frank Owen for The Chindits journal (Statesman Press, Calcutta) in 1945, 
concludes on page 10. 
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The Chindit Navy story concludes: 
 
Operating north from Kamaing and from Mogaung to the road head, another section of the force known as 
Howforce established a successful communication line. Under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel H. W. 
Howell, its outboard engine-powered country boats and river craft did sterling work at a time when extreme 
monsoon conditions restricted air supplies to a bare minimum. This force encountered very rough and difficult 
navigation in its operations up and down the uncharted Mogaung River but under the guidance of Colonel 
Howell – a onetime Dartmouth midshipman and naval officer - there were few mishaps and much valuable 
material found its way through their hands to the Chindits. 
 
Howforce had the distinction of being the only part of the fleet to have action with the enemy, when one of its 
boats captured a Japanese soldier who was bobbing down the Mogaung rapids in a barrel-like craft of his own. 
The Japanese was half drowned from his journey down river and meekly surrendered to his captors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrating With Chindit George Trudgill 
An article by Tony Redding: Operation Thursday Chindit George Trudgill celebrated his 100th birthday on 
Friday February 18th 2022. It happened to be the day of a particularly violent storm, but hurricane-force winds 
did not stand in the way of family and friends, who gathered to be with George at his nursing home on the 
Isle of Sheppey in Kent. He was a Corporal Wireless Operator with 16 Column, 1st Battalion The 
Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire Regiment. 
  
A Londoner, George served in the Middle East, where he was wounded, before his posting to the Far East. 
As a member of 16 Column’s Wireless Detachment, he called in many of the supply drops and recalled the 
occasional bread and cheese to supplement the K-Rations. “It was one loaf between four. But, of course, what 
we really looked forward to most was the rum ration – half a mug of rum a week!” The 16 Column wireless 
was carried by Tiny, a gigantic artillery mule and George’s special favourite. “I could do anything with him. 
I’d clean out his hooves with no problem. I never got kicked. When we marched, Tiny had a habit of resting 
his nose on my shoulder. I wasn’t around when they tried to save Tiny … but it wasn’t to be. They were going 
to fly him out. He would have made it if l had been there.” 
  
George saw Wingate on the airfield prior to the fly-in. He got closer to Michael Calvert and had a chance to 
form an impression: “He was an absolutely fearless character – he’d fight anyone.” George was at White City 
and remembers the constant Japanese attacks. “They couldn’t get through the wire. The Japs were very close 
– we could hear them talking. We lost a man who was captured when he went for water. They tortured him.” 
Later, George and his comrades took revenge. They ambushed a large Japanese column – “we had time to set 
up the machine guns and we caught the lot.” Towards the end of Operation Thursday, George became very ill 
with malaria. “I was so bad they decided to fly me out about two weeks before the finish. I continued with the 
malaria when I got home – I made plenty of hospital visits.” This cheerful and happy Chindit veteran 
occasionally dreams of his time in the Burmese jungle. “My dreams are very vivid and I remember 
everything. I suppose, in a way, it was a great adventure.” 
  

George Trudgill enjoys the 
company of his friends and 
family at the time of his 100th 
birthday. 
 
Sadly, George passed away 
just eight weeks later on the 
15th April 2022. 
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An Article by Major Paul Corden, 77th Brigade:  

After two frustrating years with COVID preventing the 2020 and 2021 Chindit Reunions being held, it seemed 
that we were finally going to be able to hold this year’s Reunion at 77th Brigade’s base at Denison Barracks. A 
full day’s programme was organised, with several interesting activities and stands on the ground, including a 
military band programme and military vehicles, with various aircraft flypasts overhead.  

Frustratingly, however, with just over a month to go, a new issue arose, and the planned event in July had to 
be cancelled “for operational and security reasons.” A fall-back option was urgently needed, and a slot was 
found at the National Memorial Arboretum on Saturday 13th August – fittingly close to the 77th Anniversary of 
VJ Day on 15th August. With that auspicious date in mind, the Burma Star Memorial Trust Fund were invited 
to join in. The event started with people gathering in the Oak Room – a smart and well-furnished 
conference/dining facility just beyond the NMA reception and cafeteria building. Chindits Sid Machin and 
Robbie Robertson were the centre of attention, amongst just over sixty attendees, including five from 77th 
Brigade, five from the USAF 352 Special Operations Wing (descendants of the Air Commandos who 
supported the Chindits on Operation Thursday in 1944), and the Bugle Major and three Buglers from the 
Waterloo Band and Bugles of 7th Battalion, The Rifles. 
 
After lots of initial chatting over tea and coffee, everyone settled down to enjoy a delicious and plentiful buffet 
lunch. Steve Fogden then presented Paul Shenton, the Chindit Society Chairman, with a very special historical 
relic: a piece of the exhaust manifold from the B-25H Mitchell in which Orde Wingate and eight others died 
when it crashed in the hills near Bishnupur, west of Imphal, on 24 March 1944. It had kindly been brought to 
the UK by Yumnam Rajeshwor Singh earlier in the year. Paul Shenton then showed everyone a special plaque 
that had been made by Australian veteran Nigel Allsopp, President of the Australian War Animal Memorial 
Organisation, in honour of the unsung animal heroes of the Burma campaign.  It shows a soldier leading a 
heavily laden mule, and it is hoped to mount it on a plinth near the Chindit and Burma Star Memorials at the 
NMA.  
 
Major Paul Corden then gave a presentation on 77th Brigade, starting with a tribute to Peter Heppell, who had 
sadly died just the Sunday before. He then updated people on 77th Brigade’s organisation, including the recent 
addition of 6th Military Intelligence Battalion and the Honourable Artillery Company (which, coincidentally, 
was commanded by Orde Wingate’s son in the 1990s), and reminded everyone of its role as the Army’s lead 
for Information Activities and Outreach, giving the Government non-lethal options to help respond to modern 
situations and threats (including Ukraine, as might be imagined). Everyone then moved outside into the 
blistering heat and across to the Chindit Memorial, where we were joined by some additional attendees, 
including Burma Star veteran Henry White, an RASC Air Despatch “kicker” who had helped with resupply 
drops over Burma. 
 
The first serial at the Chindit Memorial was a flypast by the USAF 352nd SOW from RAF Mildenhall. Just like 
Chindits waiting for a supply drop, we waited in the shade of the trees watching anxiously for the first sight of 
approaching aircraft. Right on time, an MC-130J Commando II Hercules appeared and flew right 
overhead. We then heard that the expected CV-22B Osprey had had to turn back with a technical problem, but 
the low-flying Hercules was a very special way to get the event started, highlighting the invaluable air support 
provided by the USAAF 1st Air Commando Group to the Chindits. After an introduction by Paul Shenton, 
Army Chaplain The Rev’d Dr Jim Francis MBE CF led us through the moving and apt Order of Service. 
There was input from Chindits Sid Machin and Robbie Robertson, Alice Wingate, members of 77th Brigade 
and 352nd SOW, amongst others. The Act of Remembrance in the middle was especially poignant, with the 
haunting notes of Last Post and Reveille filling the tree-lined grove, thanks to the Buglers from the 7th Rifles.  
 
Article continues on page 15. 
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 Peter Heppell 
The story of Chindit Peter Heppell, who sadly passed away on the 7th August this 
year aged 102. 
 
Sergeant Peter Francis Heppell, RE, took part in what is widely regarded as the 
toughest sustained infantry-fighting experience on the Allied side during World War 
Two. He spent five months in Japanese-held Northern Burma attached to 82 
Column of the 1st Battalion, The King’s (Liverpool) Regiment, part of Brigadier 
Michael Calvert’s 77 Brigade during Operation Thursday - Orde Wingate’s second 
Chindit campaign to attack enemy supply lines. 
 Peter was born in London on the 5th March 1920 and educated at Shepperton Grammar School for Boys. His 

father was a successful commercial artist and the Director of a large London Agency. Peter Heppell attended 
Art School and later joined his father at S.T. Garland Advertising Agency. He joined the Royal Engineers in 
May 1940 and served with a chemical warfare unit testing rocket-fired gas canisters. In 1942 Peter went to the 
Far East with 67 Chemical Warfare Company, but volunteered for “Special Duties” on discovering that he 
was prohibited from getting closer than 10 miles to the front due to his knowledge of chemical warfare. He was 
posted to the King’s and filled his backpack with bricks to become accustomed to the 70lb load carried by each 
Chindit when behind the lines. He was a Sapper in a Section of 82 Column’s Commando Platoon, responsible 
for booby-trapping and assisting supply drops and river crossings. 
 
He flew into Burma on March 5th 1944 by glider, as part of a night assault landing some 150 miles behind 
Japanese lines in a clearing codenamed Broadway. The landings were unopposed but the clearing was deeply 
rutted and the scene became chaotic as wrecked gliders could not be cleared. Incoming gliders collided with 
those blocking the clearing. Peter recalled those first minutes on the ground: “… something made me run for 
it. Then another glider hit ours … causing a number of casualties. The incoming glider’s wing also knocked off 
my bush-hat.” When he looked inside his glider, all he could see was a collection of rifle muzzles: “It appeared 
that some of our blokes has been forced underneath. My next memory is of more gliders coming in, with the 
sound of them hitting the ground or crashing into the jungle.” 
 
During that first morning at Broadway, only half of Peter’s Section was present. His officer asked him to take 
on a traumatic job: “Our second glider overshot the strip and landed in the trees. Two or three at the very back 
of the glider got out but all the rest were killed.” He was asked to set fire to the glider, as this was the best that 
could be done. This was a request – not an order – and Peter declined. He got on with the operational priority 
– helping to improve the clearing to take C-47 transports bringing in the main force. Later, Peter was 
comforted on learning that the bodies in that glider were retrieved and now rest at Taukkyan War Cemetery. 
Peter’s Section began using hand tools to create a rough airstrip, alongside a small tractor and scraper landed 
by glider. He told his men they would get no tea until they had done their share. 
 
The Dakota strip was ready by early evening and the first C-47 landed at 7.10 pm. “Within an hour or so of 
completion, Broadway strip was an amazing sight, with flares blazing and planes coming in with their lights 
on.” Broadway was the main Chindit base for future operations attacking Japanese supply lines and facilities 
in North Burma. The King’s 82 Column stayed in the vicinity of Broadway, contributing to an active defence 
of the base perimeter. The men became very attached to their mules and Peter remembered the loss of “Rosie”, 
a favourite. She lost her footing and fell into a ravine. Her Muleteer climbed down to put her out of her misery 
and returned with his eyes full of tears. His comrades were amazed to witness this as he had a reputation as a 
tough character. 
 
As the weeks passed, slow starvation and disease took their toll. Peter Heppell had deteriorated but refused to 
be evacuated. His Column came under fire in complete darkness as they made their way north towards a new 
block on the main south-north railway, known as Blackpool. 
 
Narrative continues on page 13. 
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The story of Peter Heppell concludes: 
 
Peter Heppell and his Section had already crossed the road on their stomachs when the firing began. They 
made it to Blackpool just as the Monsoon broke. This block was poorly sited and the fighting was savage. The 
Chindits ran out of ammunition and the Block was overrun. Over 2,000 men escaped with their lives. Peter 
was wounded by a mortar bomb and had shrapnel in the left leg: “I felt relieved that the fragments had missed 
the three primed grenades in my pocket. I had just one thought in mind: the only way to get out of here is to 
walk.” He hobbled along, later discovering that his family had been told that he was wounded and missing. 
The very badly wounded at Blackpool were shot, to prevent them falling into Japanese hands. Peter helped 
carry out the stretcher cases who could be moved. 
 
In the hills, drenched in Monsoon rain, many of those escaping Blackpool found themselves unsuccessfully 
chewing broiled mule meat. Many escaped from Indawgyi Lake by river, with Sgt. Heppell in charge of a 
modest boat – two native canoes lashed together and fitted with an air-dropped outboard. Peter’s troubles 
with his leg wound multiplied thanks to a massive jungle sore on the same limb. He was flown out to India by 
Dakota: “When I landed, I saw some ex-prisoners-of-war. They looked even worse than we did.” 
 
Peter Heppell and family members stood together at the Broadway clearing in March 2006. It was his third 
return to Burma. He had landed on that clearing on his 24th birthday all those years ago and had returned 62 
years and one day later. The clearing was three-quarters of a mile across. They found foxholes and dugouts; 
little had changed with the passing of the decades. They nailed a brass commemorative plaque on a teak tree 
and Peter recited the Kohima Epitaph. 
 
Peter Heppell’s funeral was held on the 30th August 2022 at St. Richard’s Chapel, part of the Surrey and 
Sussex Crematorium in Crawley and was well attended by his family and friends. Peter was a wonderful man, 
incredibly humble and unassuming, a role model to us all in so many ways. (Article by Tony Redding). 
 

Chindit Royal Engineers including Sgt. Peter Heppell (furthest left as we look), work hard 
to clear a runway at the Broadway stronghold in early March 1944. 
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RECENTLY FALLEN COMRADES 

 
Geoffrey Middleton, January 2022 

John M. Knowles, RAF Liaison (2nd Queens), 20th February 2022 
George Trudgill, 1st Beds & Herts, 15th April 2022 

Peter Heppell, Royal Engineers (1st King’s), 7th August 2022 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 John Marett Knowles 
Flight Lieutenant John Knowles was born on the 23rd June 1923. Although a 
Brooklyn lad, John became a Canadian national after the war in 1945. He served as 
RAF liaison on the second Chindit expedition working with No. 22 Column (2nd 
Queens) on Operation Thursday under the ultimate command of Brigadier Bernard 
Fergusson. In later life, John was a regular attendee at both Burma Star and Chindit 
Old Comrade Association reunions.  
  
John passed away peacefully at his home in Cyprus on the 20th February. He was 99 
years old. Linda, his wife of 45 years sent this heartfelt message to the Chindit 
Society after John’s funeral on the 11th March 2022: 
  
I send my greatest thanks to the Chindit Society for the support you provided in 
regards John’s funeral. He was very well honoured by RAF Akrotiri, with three 
salutes, two wreaths and flag presented to me afterwards. There was a live bugler 
who played the Last Post for John. We have lived in Cyprus for over 30 years, so 
there was a large turnout to bid John farewell. 
  
Despite extreme cold, wind and rain, by Cyprus standards on the day, there was a 
break in the weather around the time of funeral and a rainbow appeared shortly 
afterwards. Once again, I would like to thank the Society for all that you have done 
to ensure John’s passing was so beautifully honoured. 

  
Kind regards, Linda. 
 

I send my greatest thanks to the Chindit Society for the support you provided in regards John’s funeral. He 
was very well honoured by RAF Akrotiri, with three salutes, two wreaths and flag presented to me after the 
service. There was a live bugler who played the Last Post for John. We have lived in Cyprus for over 30 
years, so there was a large turnout from our local community to bid John farewell. 
  
Despite extreme cold, wind and rain, by Cyprus standards on the day, there was a break in the weather 
around the time of funeral and a rainbow appeared shortly afterwards. Once again, I would like to thank the 
Society for all that you have done to ensure John’s passing was so beautifully honoured. Kind regards, Linda. 
 

Sergeant Thomas Moakes 
New Chindit Society member David Moakes recently made contact with our own archivist, 
Steve Fogden in relation to his paternal uncle, Thomas Moakes. David and his sister, Judith 
had just visited Kohima War Cemetery in India, where they paid their respects to their uncle. 

David told Steve: We had previously known very little about Tom’s exploits during the war and it was by 
pure chance that we discovered your article about him in the Autumn 2018 edition of the Chindit Column 
and later in the book Column 76 by W. A. Wilcox. The visit to Kohima was the first by any member of our 
family and as you might expect, was a very emotional experience. We have also been researching our own 
father’s journey with the Royal Corps of Signals and the 255 Indian Tank Brigade. We discovered that Tom 
was originally buried at a place called Nerhema, but his remains were later moved over to Kohima in 
December 1944. Sadly, we were unable to visit Nerhema during our trip, but hope to go back at some point 
in the future. 
 
 



 

 
15 

AUTUMN 2022 THE CHINDIT COLUMN 

The Chindit Annual Reunion article continues: 
 
Wreaths were laid by Sid Machin, Colonel Thammy Evans QVRM VR, Acting Commander 77th Brigade, 
and Colonel Mark McGill, Commanding Officer 352nd SOW. We then all moved the short distance to the 
Burma Star Memorial for an additional Act of Remembrance there. Following the Exhortation, the Last Post, 
the Silence, Reveille and the Kohima Epitaph, Burma Star veteran Henry White laid a Burma Star wreath, 
with wreaths also laid by the Chindit Society, 77th Brigade and 352nd SOW. We then returned to the Chindit 
Memorial, in expectation of a fly-past by a Hurricane from the RAF Battle of Britain Memorial Flight but, 
sadly, a message came in saying the flight had had to be scrubbed due to overheating – something we all 
could understand and sympathise with, especially those of us in full uniform! 
 
The event was rounded off with several photographs being taken at the Chindit Memorial, with Sid and 
Robbie front and centre. People then gradually dispersed, many via the cafeteria for a much-needed cold 
drink or ice cream, but everyone uplifted by having attended a very special and poignantly memorable event. 
Huge thanks and congratulations must go to Paul Shenton for pulling the event together in a different format 
in a different location at such short notice. Our gratitude must also go to the various individuals and 
organisations who contributed in various ways to the reworked event, including 77th Brigade, 352nd SOW, the 
7 Rifles’ Buglers and Padre Jim Francis.  
 
Finally, everyone who attended should be congratulated for persevering (not to mention perspiring!) in the 
face of the unusually high temperatures of this summer’s heatwave, although perhaps we should see it as just 
a taste of what the Chindits themselves had to endure out in Burma… 
 
Seen below: The memorial for the animals of the Burma campaign, as created and donated by Nigel 
Allsopp (see pages 5 & 11 of this newsletter). Chindit veteran Sid Machin and his family enjoy a chat with 
Colonel Mark McGill, Commanding Officer 352nd Special Operations Wing, United States Air Force 
during the Chindit Reunion at Alrewas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The readership may not be aware that WO2 Kevin Carter of 77th Brigade, has now retired 
from the Army. Kevin has given extraordinary service both to 77th Brigade and more 
recently to the Chindit Society and our veterans. He has been instrumental in organising 
events, especially those held at the Sergeant’s Mess at Denison Barracks, but has also 
supported our veterans at many events, including visiting Chindits on their 100th birthdays 
and representing 77 Brigade at Chindit funerals. We wish Kevin all the best and sincerely 
hope that he will remain part of the Chindit Society family going forward. 

WO2 Kevin Carter 
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Seen below is another image from the Chindit Society/Burma Star Memorial Fund event held at the National 
Memorial Arboretum on the 13th August this year. The photograph shows Chindit veterans, Robbie Robertson 
and Sid Machin alongside representatives from the other military units present on the day.  
 
These were: five members today’s 77 Brigade, four members of the 7th Battalion, The Rifles who performed 
ceremonial duties during proceedings, including sounding the Last Post and Reveille; five officers from the 352nd 
Special Operations Wing, United States Air Force and last, but not least, the officiating Padre, Reverend Dr 
James Francis MBE CF, Assistant Chaplain General, HQ Regional Command. 


