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The photograph to the left shows
Major Mike Calvert talking to fellow
survivors of Operation Longcloth in
May 1943, at the 19th Casualty
Clearing Station, located at Imphal.
The Chindit Society would like
to congratulate former Burma
veteran, Captain Tom Moore for
all his wonderful efforts in
raising money for NHS charities
during the current corona virus
crisis.

The Chairman’s Message
I would like to wish all members the very best and hope that you are
safe and sound as we enter yet another week of lock down. I know that
some of the restrictions have been lifted and for some a return to work
beckons, but I am sure that many of you will still be able find time for a
leisurely morning coffee and what better way to enjoy this, than with a
copy of Chindit Column Extra.
The Society has continued to operate behind the scenes during these
challenging times and we have a few ideas up our sleeves. We hope that
VJ Day can be commemorated in some way and will of course keep all
members informed. My personal thanks go to Steve Fogden for putting
this newsletter together so quickly, as I know how important it is to
keep in touch. My thoughts are with you all. Paul Shenton.
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Tom served in the Arakan
region of Burma with the 9th
Battalion of the Duke of
Wellington Regiment, which
had been converted to
Armoured Corps at that time.
Tom, who now holds the rank
of Honorary Colonel, inspired
donations in excess of 30
million pounds, which is
incredible. It was wonderful to
see the television coverage of
his 100th birthday celebrations
back on the 30th April.
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Chindit Peter Heppell’s 100th
Birthday
With the world of change looming upon us
all, Thursday 5th March 2020 was well
placed to commemorate Operation
Thursday that commenced on the same
day back in 1944. The Warrant Officers &
Sergeants Mess had invited ten Chindit
veterans to the dinner, but sadly because
of ill health we welcomed just three: John
Hutchin, Sid Machin and Peter Heppell.
Peter Heppell and his family kindly agreed
to help us celebrate his 100th birthday on
this same day, the day he flew into Burma
on his birthday so many years ago. As you
would expect the focus was on Peter along
with the other members of his family that
were also invited, after all it was a family
occasion. We were also so pleased to
receive Miss Joanna Lumley to dine with
us. Her father Major James Rutherford
Lumley was also a Chindit, being an officer
in the 3/6 Gurkha Rifles that fought with
77 Brigade right through to the battle of
Mogaung. This famous Regiment is today
called the 1st Royal Gurkha Rifles and we
were honoured to receive Sergeant Major
WO2 (CSM) Govinda Gurung and Plt Sgt.
Dipendra Rana along with a Piper and
Bugler for the evening.
With all the members of the Chindit
Society, veterans and their loved ones
along with the Mess Members in place, the
evening commenced with a series of
presentations interspersed with the food
courses as we went. The 7th Rifles
Waterloo Band provided the musical
entertainment for the evening that went
with a swing, as you would expect. To top
it all we then presented Peter with his
birthday cake along with a rendition of
Happy Birthday. A small gift to remember
the evening was presented to both Peter
and Joanna Lumley from the Mess,
however this was not the end of the
evening, oh no, our veterans stole the
show with Joanna, who so very kindly
spent time in conversation with them all as
time just rushed us by.
(Article by WO2 Kevin Carter).

Photographs.
Top: Peter Heppell receives birthday
congratulations and a very large cake from
77 Brigade Sergeant Major, Willy Russell.
Middle: Chindit John Hutchin and his wife
Anne, meet Joanna Lumley at the
Operation Thursday evening.
Right: Major James Rutherford Lumley,
who served with the 3/6 Gurkha Rifles on
Operation Thursday.
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Updates and information regarding VJ Day 2020
At the time of writing this newsletter, all major VJ Day 75 commemoration events are
still planned to go ahead. We will of course keep you fully informed of any changes to
this situation, but in the meantime please refer to the Royal British Legion and Burma
Star Association websites for official updates:
https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/remembrance
https://www.burmastar.org.uk
More information will follow in the next edition of the Chindit Column in relation to
events such as the West Country Reunion at Exeter and Remembrance Sunday. If you
would like to enquire about these events or anything else mentioned within this
publication, please contact Paul Shenton at: info@thechinditsociety.org.uk

Photographs.
Top: Chindit Society Chairman, Paul
Shenton presents Alice Wingate with a
representative set of her grandfather’s
medals, including the Distinguished
Service Order and Bars.
Left: Back in December 2019, 77 Brigade
said farewell to WO1 Willy Russell and
WO1 Andy Russell during a special lunch
at Denison Barracks. Brigadier Dan Reeve
MC and former Chindit, Colonel Charles
Mercer were present to congratulate both
soldiers on their retirement.

Message from the Chindit Society Archivist
I would like to thank everyone who has contacted the Chindit Society over the last few years, in search of information about their
Chindit relative or loved one. To date we have had well over 150 inquiries, with around a 30% success rate in identifying
immediate Chindit heritage. Many of the other families involved are still in the process of applying for their soldiers Army Service
Records from the MOD offices at Glasgow and will return when they have more concrete information to hand.
Please be assured that any inquiry will always be answered in a timely fashion. However, I have noticed that sometimes my email
replies can end up in a recipients spam box, especially if these replies contain attachments. So please always check your spam box if
you feel that your initial communication has been overlooked or missed. Best wishes, Steve Fogden.
A new Chindit related book has been published by the Cumbria Museum of Military Life. It is entitled, FiftyFirst Field, The Story of the 51st Field Regiment, Royal Artillery, in the Second World War. Written
by Thomas Thompson the book records the history of the regiment from its early formation in the United
Kingdom, passing through the Western Desert including service at Tobruk, then on to Ceylon and finally after
converting to infantry, the regiments involvement with 16th Brigade on Operation Thursday.
https://www.cumbriasmuseumofmilitarylife.org
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John Riggs’ 100th Birthday
On the 1st March this year, Chindit John Riggs celebrated his 100th birthday at his
Royal British Legion care facility, Appleton Lodge. John’s daughter Barbara had
orgainsed a get together of friends and family members and graciously agreed to
allow a representation from Chindit Society and 77 Brigade to attend. A wonderful
buffet was laid out and at its centerpiece there stood two fantastic birthday cakes,
one of which was from the Chindit Society and had been organised by John and Pat
Pearce.
The day was a great success, as the photographs clearly show with John enjoying all
the interaction with his guests and chatting with his old Chindit friends in the form
of John Hutchin and Peter Heppell. Well-done John, and congratulations once
again on reaching such a tremendous landmark.

Family Contributions and Research
The Chindit Society warmly welcomes the contribution of new Chindit artefacts and encourages families to share what
they have with a wider audience. We would be interested to receive copies of any items, such as diaries, letters,
memoirs and photographs. These would then go towards supplementing our Chindit archive and hopefully expand our
knowledge of the campaign and the men who served within it.
Do you have a Chindit soldier in the family? Would you like to find out more about his contribution in 1943 or 1944?
One of the aims of the Chindit Society is to assist families in accessing information about the two Wingate expeditions
and relating this information to their own Chindit and his experiences.
If you are not sure, but have heard family stories about a possible Chindit connection, the first thing to do is attempt to
access his Service Records from the MOD Offices in Glasgow. For more information about applying for Army Service
Records, please use the following link: http://www.veterans-uk.info
Please contact the Society for more advice on Chindit research. For all enquiries please email:
info@thechinditsociety.org.uk
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Chindit Lester Hudson sadly passed away on the 17th April this year at his

Nursing Home in Bradford. Lester served as a Corporal with the 1st Battalion, the
South Staffordshire Regiment on Operation Thursday and was a member of 80
Column in 1944. He was wounded during the expedition and had to be helped to
safety by his comrades. On his return to India, Lester was sent to a convalescent camp
at Poona, where he was treated for his wounds and persistent malaria.
He was repatriated to the United Kingdom in the autumn of 1945, but not before his
troopship had stopped off at Marseille in southern France, and he and some of the
other British soldiers aboard were chosen to represent the British Army in special
football match in front of 60,000 spectators! After the war Lester worked for Bradford
Glass and eventually became a Project Manager for the firm. Heartbreakingly, Lester
would have celebrated his 100th birthday on the 26th October this year.

The Silver Lamp A story by John Neville, the son of Major G.S. Neville of the 2nd Burma Rifles in 1944.
A few years back, an old lamp that had been hidden away finally came to light and started my interest to find out
more. The silver plated lamp with careful cleaning slowly revealed its magnificent artistic work of peacocks at the top
and beneath them on all four sides elephants at work, and on the base the words Presented to Major G.S. Neville
by the staff of the Rice Co. Bassein. Their main office was at Pazundaung, where my father Gordon Neville
resumed his job as a rice merchant after the war. This story really starts with the question, where did my parents first
meet? Was it at the Military Hospital at Jhansi in India, where the Burma Rifles War Diary stated that: G.S. Neville to
join the 2nd Burma Rifles in late 1943 after a time at the British Military Hospital.
My mother, Evelyn Websper, before she was married had been a nurse at Charing Cross Hospital, and then later took
a job as a nurse with the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel. She helped to set up small medical clinics, often in
remote areas of Burma. During the Japanese invasion she trekked up to Mandalay and there she joined the Army
Nursing Service, the Q.A.I.M.N.S. and was flown out to India. Then in February 2018, and 65 years later, I went
with my son Mark, on a trip back to Burma. We really enjoyed the amazing sights around Inle Lake, and meeting the
people from that area of the Shan State. Mark especially enjoyed the balloon trip taken at dawn over the Temples of
Bagan and a riverboat trip down the Irrawaddy, which all added to a trip that will never to be forgotten.
Finally on our last day back in Rangoon, I asked our local guide if would he accompany us from our hotel to find the
Cathedral of the Holy Trinity. The old colonial style church still has many original records and could confirm that
Evelyn and Gordon were married there in 1946. They also confirmed that I had been christened there in January 1948
and was one of the last Brits to be born and christened there just before the country’s handover to independence.
Lastly our guide took us on a short taxi ride from the church to Pazundaung. This is the area in Rangoon where surely
the beautiful silver table lamp was presented to my father all those years ago, and where the offices of the Rice
Company still stand today.
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Jim Clark is a 95-year-old Chindit veteran, from Kettering in Northants and was
working as an apprentice grocer when he received his call-up papers in December
1942. Aged 18, he joined the Royal Suffolk Home Guard and underwent s six-week
motor vehicle training course before being posted to the Royal Norfolk Regiment as
a Private. After a short spell of pre-embarkation leave, Jim was sent up to Liverpool,
where he boarded a Dutch owned troopship destined for India.
Landing at Bombay, Jim then endured a 150-mile, weeklong train journey to the
Deolali Transit Camp, nicknamed Doolally due to the notoriously unpleasant and
dull environment. From here he was transferred to the King’s Regiment at Jhansi
and began his training for the second Chindit expedition. On March 5th 1944, Jim,
along with his comrades from 81 Column flew into Burma aboard USAAF gliders
and landed at the Broadway airstrip. When recalling those times, Jim admitted he
was lucky to get back home in one piece. He remarked: I made a lot of very good
friends, but so many of them didn’t make it out.

RECENTLY FALLEN COMRADES
S.E. Puddifoot, 51/69 Field Reg. RA, February 2020
Kenneth Preston Clarke, R.E. 14th February 2020
Richard Douglas Felgate, 1st King’s Liverpool, February 2020
Lester Hudson, 1st South Staffs, 17th April 2020
Thomas Mack Hermiston, 4th Border Reg. 3rd April 2020
S.E. Saunderson, 2nd DWR
G.D. Tucker, as recorded in Dekho magazine

Did You Know: that according to the Royal Corps of Signals periodical, The
Wire Magazine, the 1952 annual reunion of the 70th Division Signal Regiment,
Special Force Signals (Chindits) and the 34th Indian Corps Signals, had to be
postponed on account of the untimely death of His Majesty King George VI. The
reunion eventually took place in London on the 6th September that same year.

