THE CHINDIT COLUMN
ROYALTY AND THE CHINDITS

In the light of her sad passing on September 8th 2022, The Chindit Society would like to
thank Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth for her dutiful and magnificent service on behalf of
our country over the past seventy years and to offer our sincere condolences to her
family. In this special edition of the Chindit Column, collated by Stephen Fogden, we
would like to highlight our close association with the Royal Family over the years since
World War Two, as depicted through the following photographs and written word.

On the 1st March 2020, Chindit John Riggs celebrated his 100th birthday at the Royal
British Legion care facility, Appleton Lodge. Six months previously he had met Her
Majesty in his room at Appleton Lodge during the Queen’s visit to the Royal British
Legion Industries village at Aylesford in Kent.

John Riggs was a member of 16 Column on Operation Thursday, whilst serving with the 1st
Battalion, the Bedfordshire & Hertfordshire Regiment in Burma. He sadly passed away on the 8th
December 2021 aged 101.

On the 19th November 2015, the then Prince of Wales, now of course our King, hosted a reception at
Clarence House in honour of our Chindit veterans. This was a truly wonderful occasion attended by 15
Chindits, their families, carers and members of the Chindits Old Comrades Association.
There were five tables laid out in three interconnecting rooms, each table held at least one Chindit veteran
and a spare seat for the Prince. The afternoon was a delight, with sandwiches, scones and tea, all served on
a green and cream Highgrove tea service with a matching teapot. His Royal Highness visited each table; he
shook hands with every person and spent at least fifteen minutes talking with all present at the table. All in
all, it was a truly wonderful afternoon.

Image One: Prince Charles meeting Chindit John Knowles and his wife Linda at Clarence House.
Image Two: At the same event, His Royal Highness shares a light-hearted moment with Reg Salisbury.
Image Three: A group of Chindits, including Peter Heppell and Lester Hudson chat with the Prince of
Wales at Denison Barracks. Image Four: At the same event on the 30th January 2017, His Royal
Highness speaks to John Hutchin as Jim Clark looks on.

On the 30th January 2017, a number of our Chindit veterans and their families were invited to the 77th
Brigade Head Quarters, for a special lunch in the presence of HRH Prince Charles and The Viscount
Slim. On a rather damp and misty day, the various Chindits made their way to Denison Barracks, a small
Army encampment near the town of Thatcham in Berkshire and were greeted by the officers and NCO’s
at the door of the Sergeant’s Mess building.
The Prince arrived a little later, sporting his Chindits Old Comrades tie and spoke to our veterans with
both interest and understanding and equally, the Chindits responded with typically informative and witty
replies. All who attended enjoyed a wonderfully relaxed and informal afternoon, attentively hosted by all
ranks from the Brigade.

2

In September 1945, after the war was over, King George VI sent out a message to all returning prisoners of
war previously held by the Japanese. The message stated:
The Queen and I bid you a very warm welcome home. Through all the great trials and sufferings you
have undergone at the hands of the Japanese, you and your comrades have been constantly in our
thoughts. We know from the accounts we have already received how heavy those sufferings have
been. We also know that these have been endured by you with the highest courage.
We mourn with you the deaths of so many of your gallant comrades. With all our hearts, we hope that
your return from captivity will bring you and your families a full measure of happiness, which you may
long enjoy together.
Many of our surviving Chindits received this letter, many of course did not and never returned to their
loving families back home in Britain. Shown below is an example of the King’s letter, sent in this instance
to Chindit, Alfred Nicholls from Birmingham (photographed below), who served with No. 5 Column on
Operation Longcloth.

The Chindit Memorial, London
The Chindit Memorial on the Victorian Embankment, close to today’s New Scotland Yard was unveiled
on the 16th October 1990 by Prince Philip, the Duke of Edinburgh. The sculpture of the Chinthe that sits
on top of the memorial was created by Frank Foster with the rest of the memorial design attributed to
architect, David Price. It was designated a Grade II listed monument in August 2020.
The front of the monument has an inscription to the memory of the Chindits, and also has a plaque
depicting of the Chindit badge on a blue background and the Chindit motto, The boldest measures are
the safest. The inscription also lists the four men of the Chindits who were awarded the Victoria Cross:
Major Frank Blaker, Captain Michael Allmand, Lieutenant George Albert Cairns and Rifleman
Tulbahadur Pun. The units involved during the two campaigns are listed on the sides of the monument,
and the rear panel is dedicated to General Wingate, with a blue plaque depicting his portrait, a reference
to his influence in the foundation of the state of Israel and a quotation from Winston Churchill which
reads: (He was) A man of genius who might well have become a man of destiny.
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Image One: Front page of the official brochure for the unveiling of the Chindit Memorial on the 16th
October 1990. Image Two: The congregation at the Chindit Memorial on 3rd March 2019, the occasion
of the 75th Anniversary of the glider landings at Broadway, the opening of Operation Thursday on the
5th March 1944.

On the 19th June 2009, Prince Charles as Royal Patron, was the guest of honour at the laying-up of the
Chindits Old Comrades Association Standard at Lichfield Cathedral in Staffordshire, an event which
coincided that weekend with a service of remembrance at the National Memorial Arboretum and the
annual reunion dinner at Walsall.

The Field of Remembrance
Over the past few years, the Chindit Society with the valued assistance of today’s 77th Brigade has taken
up a plot at the Field of Remembrance, located in the gardens of Westminster Abbey. On two separate
occasions, as shown in the photographs below, the Chindit veteran on parade has met Prince Harry,
the Duke of Sussex. In 2017, Chindit veteran, Bill Smyly had this rather special honour and he was
followed in 2018 by Peter Heppell.
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Earl Mountbatten and the Chindits
The relationship between Louis Mountbatten and the soldiers from the Burma
campaign is well known and for obvious reasons. His dealings with the
Chindits are less well known, but during the period of the second campaign in
1944, he paid many visits to the various columns, both whilst in training and
sometimes, as in the case of the 4th Border Regiment, within the battlefield
area. Mountbatten, who was of course godfather to our current King, had a
good working relationship with Orde Wingate and appreciated his modern and
unconventional military thinking and inspirational leadership. This admiration
was demonstrated during Mountbatten’s speech on the occasion of the
unveiling of the Charterhouse School Memorial to Major-General Wingate on
the 11th March 1951:
We are here today to honour the memory of a most remarkable man and leader of men. I first met Orde
Wingate in August 1943, when we were together on our way to attend the Quebec Conference. At that
time, I had no notion that I should shortly be ordered out to South East Asia myself, but I can vividly
recall the intensely exciting experience of hearing Wingate describe the operation of the 77th Indian
Infantry Brigade, which he led behind the Japanese lines in Burma. We all of us felt, not only the
inspiration that he exerted over everybody, but we felt that burning, fiery desire to get to grips with the
enemy in a part of the world where the enemy had had it all his own way.
And so it isn't very surprising that when, a week later, I was suddenly appointed to the South-East Asia
Command, the first man I should have turned to was Wingate. Together we planned that he should carry
out another operation behind the Japanese lines, but this time a much greater one; at least six times as
great. His time in Burma was comparatively short, but the impact that he made on the campaign in Burma
was simply terrific.
Up to the time of his first expedition, the Allies had suffered a series of unrelieved defeats for eighteen
months in the Far East. The myth and legend had grown up, assiduously fostered by the Japanese
propaganda machine, that the Japanese was a born jungle fighter and invincible at that game. It was
Wingate who proved that he was not; it was Wingate's men who went in and showed that, man to man,
they were superior to the Japanese at any game.
Wingate also introduced a vital new technique into the campaign in Burma, He used to say - send us down
our supplies like Father Christmas down the chimney. The only way you could supply men operating
behind the enemy lines was by air. Now, no one would claim that Wingate invented air supply, because it
was already well known. But what he did do was to prove that military ground forces could operate with
no other form of supply at all, other than air supply. And those lessons were taken up; and as we got more
transport aircraft, so we ended up with practically the whole of the 14th Army on the air supply of which
Wingate was the pioneer. Lastly, I believe Wingate was a great fighter; a fearless leader of men; a brilliant
originator and a deeply religious man.
The inscription in memory
of Orde Wingate at the
Charterhouse School in
Godalming, Surrey. The
plaque is located in the
north-west porch area of the
school’s Memorial Chapel.
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In the last quarter of 2020, 77th Brigade, through the great efforts of Paul Corden and his team published
a booklet recounting the history of the Chindits and today’s 77th Brigade, in commemoration of the 75th
Anniversary of Victory over Japan on the 15th August 1945. Amongst notable others, a copy of the
booklet was sent to Her Majesty, The Queen. In grateful reply, The Queen sent 77th Brigade this reply
through her Assistant Private Secretary, Tom Laing-Baker:
Dear Colonel Corden,
Thank you for your letter of 30th September, enclosing a copy of the booklet on the Chindits that 77th
Brigade have produced to commemorate the 75th Anniversary of Victory over Japan, which the Queen
read with great interest. This letter comes to you, and all of 77th Brigade and the Chindit Society, with
Her Majesty’s warm good wishes.
Shown below is a copy of The Queen’s letter and an image of the front cover of the booklet.

WINDSOR CASTLE

15th October, 2020.

Coto,t,t corCitThank you for your letter of 30th September, enclosing a copy
of the booklet on the Chindits that 77th Brigade have produced to
commemorate the 75th Anniversary of Victory over Japan, which The
Queen read with great interest.
This letter comes to you, and all of 77th Brigade and the
Chindit Society, with Her Majesty's warm good wishes.

Tom Laing-Baker
Assistant Private Secretary to The Queen

Lieutenant Colonel P R Corden PWRR.

Chindit Society Archivist is acknowledged by The Queen
Kathy Kelly is the great-niece of Matron Agnes McGeary, famous for
nursing Orde Wingate back to health in late 1943 and treating many sick
and wounded Chindits after both campaigns. After sending her personal
condolences to Her Majesty, The Queen, after the death of her husband
Prince Philip on the 9th April 2021, Kathy received this reply from
Balmoral Castle, dated 5th October 2021 and written on behalf of The
Queen by her Lady-in-Waiting, Elizabeth Leeming:
The Queen wishes me to thank you for the card and kind message you
sent following the death of the Duke of Edinburgh and is most grateful for
your thoughtful words at this time. Her Majesty was interested to hear
that you are the great niece of Agnes McGeary who was invested with the
MBE by King George VI for her courageous and dedicated work nursing
wounded Chindits during the war in Burma. The Queen greatly
appreciated your kind thought in enclosing details of the extensive
research which you and Stephen Fogden have so far undertaken on your
remarkable great aunt who was held in such high esteem by all her
patients, including General Wingate himself.
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The Queen included in her
reply to Kathy, an official
card in commemoration of
her husband, the Duke of
Edinburgh.

On Wednesday 22nd November 2017, HRH Prince Edward, Duke of Kent visited 77th Brigade at Denison
Barracks, Hermitage. This gave another opportunity for both Chindit and Burma Star veterans and their
families, along with Chindit Society and Burma Star Association organisers, to visit the Brigade and meet
yet another member of the Royal family.
While the Duke of Kent was given a tour of the Brigade in the morning, the veterans, their families and
supporters gathered at the Officer’s Mess. After refreshments and a chance to look at the ever-popular
Burma weapons collection and some display boards about the two Chindit operations, all involved were
given a presentation on today’s 77th Brigade by Paul Corden, covering the Brigade’s organisation, role
and capabilities.

The Duke of Kent alongside Viscount Slim toast a group of Chindit veterans at Denison Barracks.
Over more recent years, our Chindit veterans have had the honour to take part in the Royal British
Legion Cenotaph event, held in London on Remembrance Sunday. On the 2018 march past, they took
the Royal Salute from Anne, The Princess Royal, in 2019 Prince Andrew, The Duke of York and in 2021,
the salute was given by Prince William, the then Duke of Cambridge.
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In 1993, the Chindits Old Comrades Association celebrated the 50th Anniversary of the Chindit
operations. Their Royal Patron, the then Prince of Wales was the guest of honour at what became quite
an extensive reunion, involving speeches, presentations and of course a celebratory dinner. The
photograph below shows Prince Charles alongside Lieutenant-Colonel Orde Jonathan Wingate. Also
shown are: (L-R) Brigadiers Claude Cyril Fairweather, Royal Signals, Walter Purcell Scott, King’s
Regiment, Mike Calvert, Royal Engineers and Claude John Wilkinson, 2nd Leicesters.
All of the Chindits shown in the photograph are proudly sporting medals and awards from their long
and illustrious military careers. Many of the Chindits received these awards from King George VI on
their return home from India and Burma, including Brigadier Scott who was invested (Distinguished
Service Order) on the 19th November 1946 at Buckingham Palace.

Finally, on the occasion of the 75th Anniversary of VJ Day, held at the
National Memorial Arboretum in Staffordshire, Prince Charles and his wife
Camilla, The Duchess of Cornwall were the honoured guests. The
photograph shows the couple enjoying the serenity of the Burma Star
Association Memorial Grove, a space now shared with the Chindit Society.
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God Save the King!

