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SPRING 2023 THE CHINDIT COLUMN 

 The Chairman’s Message 

  A Note from Our King 

Dear members, 
 
Warmest greetings from your Chairman! As we all know only too well, the past couple of years have been 
very difficult and rather challenging, but we will press on with a full programme of Chindit Society events 
for the forthcoming year. As you should already know, these include a number of special opportunities to 
get together in 2023. 
 
Acting on your behalf, the Society’s Committee has re-affirmed its commitment to our Aims and Objectives 
and, at the same time, we have agreed to do more to promote fellowship amongst Chindit families at a time 
when, inevitably, our veterans become fewer in number.  
 
With this in mind, our plans for this year include social events such as a visit to the Battle of Britain 
Memorial Flight at RAF Coningsby and a visit to the US Air Force Special Operations Wing based at RAF 
Mildenhall. There is also an opportunity for the more adventurous to join US military veterans in their 
planned re-enactments of the 1943 and 1944 Chindit campaigns, planned to take place in the Great Smoky 
Mountains of East Tennessee during 2023-24. Naturally, this year’s programme will include the usual 
commemorations around VJ Day in August and during the Remembrance period in November.  
 
More information about some of the above-mentioned events can be found on page 7 of this newsletter. In 
the meantime, I wish you all well and hope to see you in the coming months. 
 
 
 

In response to our message of 
condolence and support, sent to 
King Charles following the death 
of his mother, Queen Elizabeth II, 
the Society was honoured to 
receive the reply shown opposite 
from the King’s Private 
Secretary’s Office. 
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Discovering New Chindits 

   Did You Know? 
That there were two Polish officers serving with the 6th Nigeria Regiment on 
Operation Thursday. Captain, later Major M.V. Laikhovsky formerly of the 
Dorsetshire Regiment and Lt. S.A. Szczyrba from the General List. It is not 
known how they came to serve with British and then West African units, but 
their appearance in the Officer’s Returns for the 6th Nigeria Regiment confirms 
their Chindit service. 
 
That there was only one American citizen who served on Operation Longcloth: 
Flight Lieutenant James Gibson was part of the RAF Liaison section for No. 4 
Column in 1943 and had previously left his home in South Carolina at the 
outbreak of WW2 and joined the Royal Canadian Air Force, later taking part in 
the Battle of Britain. 

The	gallery	below	contains	photographs	of	three	Chindits	from	the	more	recent	family	enquiries	sent	to	the	
Chindit	Society	over	the	last	period.	As	they	once	said	at	the	end	of	Vision	On,	the	old	BBC	1	programme	from	
the	1970’s,	we	only	wish	we	could	show	all	of	the	family	photographs	that	we	have	received,	but	sadly	this	is	
not	possible.		

(L-R).		Sgt.	Leonard	Bates	of	the	Royal	Engineers.	Grandson,	Ryan	Kenny	told	us	that	his	grandfather	had	
served	with	the	Chindits	in	some	form	in	1944.	After	liaising	with	Society	archivist,	Steve	Fogden,	it	turned	
out	that	Leonard	had	been	a	part	of	Bladet	Force	and	had	landed	inside	Burma	by	glider	on	the	19th	March	
1944	with	the	intentions	of	sabotaging	Japanese	positions	and	infrastructure,	before	melting	away	into	the	
surrounding	jungle	in	preparation	to	strike	again.	

Major	Donald	Talmadge	of	the	Burma	Rifles	served	on	Operation	Thursday	with	the	Reconnaissance	
Platoon	for	No.	61	Column	(Beds	&	Herts).	Son-in-law,	Alfred	Dun	told	us	that	Major	Talmadge	went	on	to	
serve	with	the	Karen	Army	after	WW2,	ultimately	rising	to	the	rank	of	Adjutant.	Captain	Leslie	Wilson	
served	with	the	Royal	Army	Medical	Corps	in	Burma	as	an	attachment	to	the	12th	Nigeria	Regiment.	Son	David	
told	us	that	his	father	had	spent	a	year	with	the	3rd	West	African	Field	Ambulance	in	Nigeria	before	his	service	
with	the	Chindits	where	he	replaced	the	original	Medical	Officer	who	had	become	lost	to	his	column.	
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Field of Remembrance 2022 

Web Links of Interest 

Article by Major Paul Corden, 77 Brigade: 
 
On Thursday 10th November the Chindit Society delegation at the Field of Remembrance opening ceremony 
consisted of Alice Wingate-Pearce (Orde Wingate’s granddaughter), Jo Cowley (Scotty Scott’s daughter), 
Colonel Daniel Harris (2IC of the USAF 352d Special Operations Wing at RAF Mildenhall) and, from 77th 
Brigade, WO2 Paul Bartle, LCpl Lisa Baker (Honourable Artillery Company) and myself. Also present was 
Neil Tague, a friend of Major Nick Champion’s and mine. 
  
While some Westminster Abbey repair works continue, the Chindit Plot is now located opposite St Margaret’s 
Church. This gave us a great view of the arrival of HM The Queen Consort, the opening prayers, Last Post 
and Reveille, and the laying of a special poppy cross by Her Majesty. She then started her walk round the 
regimental plots. As no Chindit was able to attend, Jo Cowley was our representative out in front and HM 
engaged her in warm conversation for a couple of minutes, acknowledging the Chindit link with His Majesty 
The King over the years. 
  
Once HM had completed her walk-round and departed, I cheekily invited our party to join the Special Air 
Service Association for an additional Act of Remembrance at the SAS memorial in the cloisters the other side 
of the Abbey – actually, with Colonel Harris being USAF Special Forces, the Chindits being officially known 
as Special Force, and me having served in 23 SAS in the 1980s, we had lots of justification for being there! 
  
Wreaths were laid at the SAS and the Long Range Desert Group (LRDG) memorials. As it happens, Richard 
Bagnold, the grandson of Major Ralph Bagnold, the founder of the LRDG, was there, so I organised a special 
photo of him and Alice - grandchildren of the founders of two of WW2’s most original units. We then had a 
look around the Abbey, getting a group photo at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier and showing Colonel 
Harris Poets’ Corner and the Sacrarium, where the Coronation will be conducted on 6th May this year. 
  
My advance request for our now traditional visit to Downing Street had been turned down due to the ongoing 
political turmoil, changes of Prime Minister etc, but we passed by there anyway on our way to the Chindit 
memorial. I mentioned my request to one of the policemen at the gate, and after a quick check he said it would 
be possible after all, so in we went for our obligatory photos in front of the famous door to Number 10. 
  
We then walked across Whitehall to the Chindit memorial on the Embankment, then linked up with our 77th 
Brigade driver waiting there, who drove us across the Thames to the Union Jack Club for a delicious lunch to 
round off another memorable Chindit event. (Photographs can be seen on page 5.) 
  
 

West African soldiers in Burma. Originally shown on the 
Guardian newspaper website in 2015:  
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DWIHOIZVZtE 
 
Burma Boy. Journalist Barnaby Phillips follows the life of 
one of the forgotten West African soldiers from the Burma 
campaign. First shown on Al Jazeera Television in 2011: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BREOezfAJSU 
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Chindit Gallantry Awards 1943-44 

Photograph (left) shows the Chindit Society representative party (as described on page 4) at the Field of 
Remembrance plot on the 10th November 2022. The other image shows Jo Cowley, the Chindit Society’s 

Welfare Officer, meeting The Queen Consort. 
 

One of the regular features in our newsletter is the transcription of official recommendations for various 
Chindit awards for gallantry, of which there were many.  

Pte. 36936 Mailafia Shangev 

3rd West African Brigade – 7th Nigeria Regiment. 

Date of Recommendation: 2nd May 1944. Award of the Military Medal. 

Action for which recommended: 

This African soldier showed great courage and dash during the mopping up operations on 17th April 1944. 
Disdaining to fire his rifle from close range he literally leaped from bush to bush bayoneting the enemy 
wherever he found them. Since this date, though on one occasion stunned by any enemy grenade bursting by 
his head, he has done consistently good work and is invariably cheerful and stout hearted. 

Award recommended by: Major C.C.A. Carfrae (29 Column). 

Signed by Major-General W. Lentaigne, commander 3rd Indian Infantry Division. 

London Gazette 27th July 1944. 

NB. Pte. Shangev’s award of the Military Medal was one of ten such awards made to West African soldiers 
for service during the second Wingate expedition, Operation Thursday. 

 

 

 

 

Editor’s note: Filling the pages of the newsletter can be a challenge at times, especially when 
trying to keep the articles fresh and of interest to the readers. I would very much welcome 
contributions from the membership in the form of short stories, anecdotes and recollections 
they might have about their own Chindit relative, or items they may have come across when 
reading about the two Wingate expeditions. Articles should be between 600-1000 words in 
length and photographs are always a valuable addition to any narrative presented.  
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Remembrance Sunday 13th November 2022 
At the Cenotaph we proudly gave a smart “Eyes 
left” and Sid Machin and David Buchanan handed 
over the Chindit Society and 77th Brigade 
wreaths. Unfortunately, David Dimbleby was 
talking about the Fighting with Pride contingent as 
we marched past, so our BBC coverage was an 
uncommented high aerial shot, but we were clearly 
visible, with Sid and Robbie on the flanks of the 
front rank.  
  
We then marched through the cheering crowds via 
Parliament Square and Great George Street, along 
the side of the Foreign, Commonwealth and 
Development Office, turning right along the end of 
St James’s Park and back to Horse Guards Parade, 
where we had the honour of giving an “Eyes right” 
to HRH Prince Edward, The Earl of Wessex.  
  
As usual we then ducked the final muster and 
headed off via Trafalgar Square, Northumberland 
Avenue and the Embankment to the Chindit 
memorial, where we linked up with the waiting 
friends and family. With the Volunteer Police 
Cadets swelling our numbers to close to 100, we 
held our additional Act of Remembrance, with the 
Cadets providing an impressively smart honour 
guard around the memorial itself. 
  
After the obligatory photo session with various 
groups and families, everyone then went up to the 
top floor of New Scotland Yard, where Sam 
Cowley, Chindit Walter “Scotty” Scott’s grandson, 
served up yet another delicious buffet lunch. There 
was a happy buzz as people relived the earlier events 
of the day. With the mild, sunny weather 
continuing, many people enjoyed the spectacular 
views from the balcony out over London. 
 
Throughout our time in New Scotland Yard the 
Police Cadets tirelessly and enthusiastically helped 
with security, guided and helped people up to the 
top floor, cleared up the lunch debris, and tidied up 
the whole place at the end – huge thanks to them 
and their instructors! 
  
People gradually dispersed after the lunch, tired but 
happy after participating in another memorable 
event to pay homage to our wonderful Chindits, 
especially those who made the ultimate 
sacrifice. We now look forward to doing it all again 
next year…! 
 
 

 
Article by Major Paul Corden, 77th Brigade: 
 
Once again, the Chindit Society fielded a substantial 
party for the Cenotaph parade to pay tribute to our 
fallen Chindits, backed up by several friends and 
family waiting to join us at the Chindit memorial. 
Also, once again the Metropolitan Police kindly 
allowed us to use New Scotland Yard as a base for 
our families during the parade and for the lunch 
afterwards, facilitated by PC Anthony Kiddle and 
his Havering Volunteer Police Cadets, excellently 
backed up this year by the Barking and Dagenham 
Volunteer Police Cadets. 
  
On a surprisingly mild morning, Chindits Sid 
Machin and Robbie Robertson and eighteen other 
marchers gathered at the RV beside Canada House. 
Amongst the “firsts”, both Chindits were being 
pushed by their sons Roderick and Colin, 
respectively, Alan Hills was on a mobility scooter, 
and David Buchanan was actually marching instead 
of providing admin support at New Scotland Yard. 
David having been adopted, it was made all the 
more special by him recently discovering that one of 
his biological grandfathers, Albert George King, was 
a Chindit and the other served in India/Burma with 
XIV Army!  Full details (regiment, column etc) are 
yet to be established, but what an amazing story…! 
 
We moved onto Horse Guards Parade and formed 
up in our Column, with a bit of time for a hot drink 
and a final pee this time, unlike the rush of last 
year! On the way in, by chance I saw Mark Rowley, 
the new Met Police Commissioner, and introduced 
myself and thanked him for his force’s continuing 
support to the Chindits. 
  
We then moved through the archway and onto 
Whitehall to take our places for the Service of 
Remembrance. We could actually see the top of the 
Cenotaph, as well as the proceedings on a large TV 
repeater screen, making us really feel part of the 
Service. Indeed, it felt extra special to be on parade 
with our new King for the first time, especially with 
his strong Chindit connection over the years. 
 
In what seemed no time at all the Service was over 
and we were on the move. As in previous years, as 
we passed by the waiting columns of veterans to our 
left, a wave of applause for our Chindits 
accompanied us. 
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1). Visit to the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight, RAF Coningsby in Lincolnshire 
(Date and programme to be advised). 
The Chindit Society is organising a special visit to the home of the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight. This will 
include a guided tour and close encounters with some of WW2’s most iconic aircraft (including the Dakota, 
used to drop supplies to the Chindits). RAF Coningsby is a 21st Century frontline fighter base and home to the 
Typhoons held on “Quick Reaction Alert”, ready to respond to threats in British airspace. Uptake with this 
event has been popular, however, there may be some places still available to the membership. 
 
2). Visit to 352nd Special Operations Wing, USAF, RAF Mildenhall, Suffolk 
(Date and programme to be advised). 
The Chindit Society is organising a visit to the 352nd, who inherit the traditions of No.1 Air Commando, 
which supported the Chindits in Burma during World War 2. The 352nd operates the unique tilt-wing Osprey 
aircraft. Join us at Mildenhall and be sure of a very warm welcome from our American friends. As before, 
uptake with this event has been popular, however, there may be some places still available to the membership. 
 
3). Chindit Re-enactment Events in the USA 
12KP, an American military re-enactment organisation, are planning events in 2023-24 to mark the 80th 
anniversaries of the 1943 and 1944 Chindit campaigns. There will be sponsored re-enactment marches, 
carrying Chindit replica equipment and weapons. The first, commemorating Operation Longcloth in 1943, is 
scheduled for this summer and will involve a 75-mile march in the Cumberland Scenic Trail, near Knoxville, 
Tennessee. These events will raise funds for The Chindit Society, for use in Chindit memorial projects, 
including a documentary film featuring our Chindit veterans. 12KP will welcome members of Chindit families 
who would like to participate. Needless to say, this is only for the adventurous and the very fit amongst us! If 
you are interested in finding out more about the first 12KP Chindit re-enactment, planned for this year, please 
contact Committee Member Tony Redding on tonyr@mulberryr.co.uk for more information.  
In the meantime, you can visit 12KP’s website for the Operation Longcloth Preservation March by clicking on 
the following link: https://fareastevent.weebly.com/ 
 
 

 

Chindit Society Events in 2023 

Photograph One: Chindits Sid Machin and Robbie Robertson prepare for the Cenotaph March Past on 
November 13th 2022. Photograph Two: The full marching contingent observe the eyes left command as they 
file past the Cenotaph Monument. 
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Japanese Visit to 77th Brigade 
In 2021 the Royal Navy’s Carrier Strike Group, based on the aircraft carrier HMS Queen Elizabeth II, sailed 
across the globe as far as Japan, demonstrating the UK’s strong defence relationship with Japan in the face of 
Russian and Chinese threats in the Indo-Pacific region. Reflecting this, in June this year a delegation from the 
Japanese Ground Self-Defence Force (the non-aggressive name for their post-war, reformed Army) visited 77th 
Brigade, to see how we are structured and how we conduct Information Activities (IA), to help them consider 
options for developing their own IA capability. 
  
Before they arrived, I warned them that in our camp they would see several images and references to the 
Chindits and their operations against the Japanese in Burma, due to the background heritage behind our 
Brigade title, so that they would not be surprised and take offence. They said that they fully understood, but 
nonetheless we did remove some of the more potentially contentious pictures, especially David Rowlands’ 
Pagoda Hill, a WW2 painting showing a loincloth-clad Japanese prisoner of war, and a photo of some 
Japanese officers surrendering their swords. 
  
In the event, the Japanese visitors were very relaxed about the remaining Chindit imagery all around Brigade 
HQ and the Officers’ Mess. Of note, when they first saw a picture of Orde Wingate they said that they had 
studied him during their officer training, and they admired and respected him as he had proved his military 
prowess by performing well against the Imperial Japanese Army (much as we British admire Rommel for his 
exploits in North Africa, perhaps). 
  
Their visit to camp ended with drinks and dinner in the Officers’ Mess. Our visitors kindly produced a couple 
of bottles of Sake (Japanese rice wine), which they said needed to be chilled. As it happens, there was a Burma 
Star Association ice bucket in the Bar, and so we ended up with Japanese Sake being cooled in a Burma Star 
ice bucket – a powerful and moving sign of reconciliation and new world dynamics… 
 
Article by Major Paul Corden, 77th Brigade. 
  
 
 
There now follows two accounts of Chindit (Royal Engineers) activity from local newspapers back in the 
WW2 period. The first from the Willesden Chronicle, describes the reclamation of lost war materiel from 
the Blackpool stronghold in early 1945 and the second from the Hayes & Harlington Gazette, recounting the 
adventures of two Chindit brothers. 

Sappers Rescue Wingate’s Lost Equipment 
Men of the Royal Engineers and REME, working knee-deep in water under the torrential monsoon rain, have 
recovered valuable equipment used by Wingate’s Chindits at the Blackpool stronghold in northern Burma. This 
stronghold was miles behind Japanese lines; but today, thanks to the swift push by the British 36th Infantry 
Division down the Myitkhina-Mandalay railway, is safely in Allied control. After causing many Japanese 
casualties and damage, the Chindits had to leave their heavy equipment behind when they left Blackpool. The 
36th Division’s engineers, led by Major Greggs from Vancouver located a bulldozer, tractor and ground leveller, 
all of which had been over-run by the jungle undergrowth. Other equipment, ammunition and weaponry was 
also discovered, much of it in good working order. 
 
 Brothers Back from India 
Arthur and Eddie Robinson, two Hayes-born brothers, are back home from 
Burma, where they have been serving with the Chindits. They have been 
together for over four years, serving with the Royal Engineers during the 
Mediterranean campaign, where they took part in the siege of Tobruk, then 
on to Iraq, Persia, Syria and India. They have both certainly earned their 28 
days home leave. Arthur has suffered from malaria and they both spent 
time in hospital with tropical complaints. Eddie, seen on the left of the 
photograph worked as a draper, with Arthur earning a living as a carpenter. 
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Continuing the West African theme within this newsletter; on this page we have 
two photographs taken from Operation Thursday. Above, we have a section of 
Nigerian soldiers boarding a Dakota C-47 in early April 1944, whilst below, we see 
West African medical orderlies placing a wounded Chindit into a motor boat to be 
ferried out to the awaiting light plane (10th AF Liaison Squadron) equipped with 
pontons for landing on water. (Images courtesy of the U.S. National Archives). 
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Chindit Inspired Poetry 

Jon Musgrave-Wood served on both Wingate expeditions and was the co-author of 
the book, Jungle Jungle Little Chindit. After the war he made his living as a 
cartoonist under the pseudonym Emmwood, with his work appearing in periodicals 
such as Tatler & Bystander and many of the daily tabloid newspapers. 
 
The following poem is taken from the aforementioned book and gives some advice 
to the weary Chindit when settling into bivouac at the end of an arduous day’s 
marching. 

Nocturne 
 

When the night comes down over Burma 
And the velvet shadows enfold 
The depths of the pillared forest 
And the air grows still and cold; 

 
Lay you down to slumber 
And ere you fall asleep. 

Hark to the sigh of the tree tops 
And the myriad crickets cheep. 

 
Softly dream, young soldier 
Of life and its sweeter fruits 

But always hang on to your rifle 
And never get out of your boots. 

 

Seen below is the greeting as read by Field Marshall Wavell, on 
the occasion of the dedication of the Chindit Old Comrades 
Association colours at Liverpool Cathedral, 14th March 1948. 

Strange is the vigour in a brave man’s soul. 
The strength of his spirit and his irresistible power, 

The greatness of his heart and the height of his condition, 
His mighty confidence and contempt of dangers, 

His true security and repose in himself, 
His liberty to dare and to do what he pleaseth, 

His alacrity in the midst of fears, his invincible temper, 
Are advantages which make him master of fortune. 

His courage fits him for all attempts, 
Makes him serviceable to God and to man. 

And makes him the bulwark and defence of his being and 
country. 
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                      RECENTLY FALLEN COMRADES 
 
Richard Hilder, 26th Hussars, att. 14th Brigade HQ. 18th September 2022 

Frederick Valentine Wakeling, 2nd Yorks & Lancs. 18th October 2022 
John Giddings MBE, BSA Chairman of Council. November 2022 
Kulbahadur Gurung MM. 3/6th Gurkha Rifles. 1st December 2022 

 

Captain Richard (Dick) Hilder sadly passed away on Sunday 18th September 2022 aged 101 years. 
He joined the Life Guards as a Trooper in 1940 and was then commissioned into the Royal 
Armoured Corps in 1942. As a Captain in the 26th Hussars he was then attached to 14th Brigade 
Head Quarters, serving as the commanding officer of the column’s Reconnaissance/Assault 
Platoon during Operation Thursday. Dick will be remembered with fondness and for keeping us all 
entertained with his wonderful stories at Chindit reunions and of course for his incredibly 
infectious laugh. 
 
Corporal Frederick Wakeling passed away peacefully on the 18th October 2022 aged 100 years. 
He served with the 2nd Yorks & Lancs Regiment, also part of 14th Brigade on Operation Thursday 
and was featured previously in the Chindit Column, Spring 2022 edition. The Chindit Society and 
77th Brigade had representatives at Fred’s funeral, where Major Paul Corden spoke about the 
Chindits and Fred’s experiences in Burma. 
 
 Havildar (later Honorary Captain) Kulbahadur Gurung MM passed away at his 

home in Kathmandu on the 1st December 2022. Kulbahadur served with 3/6th 
Gurkha Rifles, part of 77th Brigade on Operation Thursday. Amongst other actions, 
he flew into Broadway on the 8th March 1944 and took part in the bayonet charge at 
Pagoda Hill. Later, he operated in a floater column around the White City 
perimeter, ambushing Japanese patrols. 

For his efforts in the defence of the White City stronghold, Kulbahadur was awarded the Military 
Medal and promoted to the rank of Jemadar (Lieutenant). He went on to fight at Mogaung, 
clearing the town of the enemy which included ferocious hand-to-hand fighting. After the war, 
Kulbahadur remained with 3/6th Gurkha Rifles who were ultimately transferred to the Indian 
Army after Partition in 1947.  
 
He ended his military career as Gurkha Major, the most senior Gurkha in the battalion and was 
awarded the rank of Honorary Captain on his retirement. Like many Gurkha soldiers, he had no 
birth certificate and had falsely stated his age as seventeen in order to enlist into the Army all 
those years ago. With this in mind it is probable that Kulbahadur was over 100 years old when he 
died. 
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Nigel Allsopp visits the United Kingdom 
 On Monday 3rd October 2022, Chindit Society archivist Steve Fogden travelled to London to meet Nigel 
Allsopp, the President of the The Australian War Animal Organisation (AWAMO), who was visiting the 
UK with his colleague Peter Kotzur, after the pair had been in Ukraine delivering and distributing food, 
bedding supplies and other support to local organisations attempting to care for the thousands of displaced 
and abandoned animals due to the war with Russia. 
 
Readers may recall that Nigel had presented the Society with a bronze plaque back in August 2022, in 
celebration of the mules and other animals involved in the Burma campaign and two Chindit expeditions. 
The plaque will be displayed at the National Memorial Arboretum in the near future and will take a 
prominent position in the Chindit section of the Burma Star Association Memorial Grove at Alrewas. 
 
After meeting initially at the Chindit Memorial on the Victorian Embankment, Steve, Nigel and Peter had 
an enjoyable couple of hours discussing various different subjects, which typically centred around the use 
of animals in warfare and Nigel’s wonderful work in the Ukraine. 
 
Nigel told Steve that one of first places Peter and he visited was a dog sanctuary situated some 30 miles 
outside Lviv. The sanctuary had been built originally to house around fifty animals, but sadly was now 
overwhelmed with well over 1000 displaced pets from all over Ukraine. Nigel and Peter also visited the 
local zoo and bear sanctuary during their time in Lviv. 
 
The Chindit Society would like to thank Nigel and his team for all their vital work in supporting animals 
effected by warfare today and for his hard work in ensuring that the service of animals in past conflicts is 
suitably honoured and remembered. To read more about AWAMO and the organisation’s fantastic work 
in this regard, please click on the following link: https://awamo.org.au/ 
 
 

Nigel Allsopp (left) and Peter Kotzur (right) meet the manager of the Dog Sanctuary 
located outside Lviv in western Ukraine. 
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The Medals of Pte. Thomas Crowhurst Low 
The medals of Chindit, Thomas Crowhurst Low came up for auction recently on eBay. 
Thomas, originally from Dundee in Scotland served on Operation Longcloth in Burma 
and was a member of No. 8 Column under the command of Major Scott. He and his 
section were involved in an engagement with the Japanese at a place called Nisan on 
the 12th April 1943 and Thomas was lost to his unit.  
 
As it turned out, he and several of the men with him were captured by the Japanese and 
became prisoners of war. Sadly, Thomas died in Rangoon Jail on the 5th December 
1943 and was buried at the English Cantonment Cemetery, located near to the Royal 
Lakes in the eastern sector of Rangoon. 

Alongside his medal entitlement on eBay was a King’s Regiment cap badge and the photograph of Thomas 
shown above. It was also pointed out that he was remembered upon the City of Dundee Roll of Honour 
for soldiers that fell during WW2. The seller on eBay was unaware of Thomas’ Chindit status and so the 
medals sold for just over £100, which was somewhat of a bargain.  
 
From the pages of the Dundee Courier and Advertiser newspaper, dated 7th June 1945: 
 
Mr and Mrs A. Low of 81 Sandeman Street, Dundee, have received information that their second son, 
Pte. Thomas C. Low, the King's Regiment, has died as a prisoner in Japanese hands. He was captured 
in April 1943 and died in December of the same year. A former member of the Territorial pipe band, he 
was called up at the outbreak of the war and went abroad in 1942. He was previously employed with 
Baxter Brothers and was a former pupil of the Liff Road and Rockwell Central schools. He was also a 
member of 6th Company (Lochee) Boy's Brigade. 

New Books 
The Final Curtain Burma 1941-1945 (Veterans Stories). 
Jeremy Archer, a good friend of the Chindit Society published the above titled book 
back in June last year. The book comprises interviews with some of the very few 
surviving veterans from the Burma campaign, including some of our own Chindits. 
From the Pen & Sword website: This is oral history at its best, from officers and men 
of 14th Army, which comprised some 100,000 British and other Commonwealth 
personnel, 340,000 from the Sub-Continent and 90,000 East and West Africans. The 
interviewees include individuals from all these groups. 

Their accounts cover the retreat from Burma, the Chindit operations behind Japanese lines, the hard-
fought struggle in the Arakan, the crucial battles at Kohima and Imphal, and the final advance to 
Rangoon, culminating in a decisive victory. The veterans featured in this fascinating collection include a 
Primus (Archbishop) of the Scottish Episcopal Church, a former Chairman of Manchester City Football 
Club, and the Principal of the Accra Polytechnic in Ghana as well as two career Army officers. 
Regardless of their post war achievements, all the contributors share the distinction of having served in a 
hugely demanding and ultimately victorious campaign against a merciless enemy. Their accounts make 
for inspiring and unforgettable reading. 

Over the Hills and Far Away. 
This is technically the second edition of the book; Special Force in Burma written by 
Stewart Cochrane and includes many previously unpublished photographs and documents. 
It is the story of the 2nd Battalion of the Black Watch Regiment which provided two 
columns for the 14th British Infantry Brigade on Operation Thursday. This edition of the 
book has now been used as a reference point for the latest official history of the Black 
Watch, written by historian Victoria Schofield. 
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Peter Heppell’s Shrapnel 
 

An excellently researched article by Major Paul Corden, 77th Brigade: 
 
Chindit veteran Peter Heppell sadly died on 7th August 2022, aged 102. Following his 
funeral service on 30th August he was cremated. When the undertakers returned his ashes 
to his daughter Sally Lockhart there was also a small packet of twenty-nine metal 
fragments. Sally thought this was probably wartime shrapnel and sent me some photos, 
asking me if I could look into these fragments for a definitive answer. This is the result of 
my research. 
 

Peter and some fellow Sappers were attached to No 82 Column of the 1st King’s (Liverpool). After landing 
by glider at Broadway on 5th March 1944 they helped prepare a landing strip for Dakotas to bring in the 
rest of 77th Brigade.  
 
In May, after Broadway had been closed down, the 1st King’s moved across the main valley south of 
Mogaung and joined 111th Brigade at their Blackpool blocking position. Here is an extract from the 
Operation Thursday part of the Chindit Society website, with a quotation from Peter, which starts shortly 
before 111th Brigade abandoned Blackpool during the night of 24/25th May 1944, under heavy Japanese 
attack. The Sappers were on top of a ridge, looking down on the attacking Japanese and under mortar fire.  
 
Peter recalled:  
 
‘There was an almighty explosion from a mortar bomb. I was thrown back onto the bank, with shrapnel in  
the left leg. The metal is still there. I felt relieved that the fragments had missed the three primed grenades in 
my pocket. I put a field dressing on my leg and hobbled towards the First Aid Post. I had just one thought 
in my mind: The most important thing was to avoid a leg or foot injury!’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This ties up lots of other troops to apply first field dressings and carry them, all the while 
screaming/groaning and generally lowering morale, and further down the evacuation chain it ties up lots 
of medical/nursing staff to treat them, ambulance drivers to transport them, etc.  
Conversely, larger fragments from artillery shells will have a greater chance of penetrating armoured 
vehicles and protective cover, and, if they hit personnel, will be more likely to kill them, which creates 
less of an immediate burden on other troops at the time – a dead body can be used for cover, or left until 
things calm down, and doesn’t make any morale-sapping noise!  
 
Article continues on the next page. 

As shown in the photo (right), Peter’s fragments are 
quite small, which is typical of mortar shrapnel. 
Artillery shells tend to fragment into larger/longer 
pieces of shrapnel than mortar bombs, which are 
manufactured to burst into more numerous, smaller 
fragments, with thinner casings, often pre-notched 
internally to fragment more readily. This is why 
mortar shrapnel can be more effective against 
personnel in the open, as more, smaller pieces will 
have a greater chance of hitting more people than 
fewer, larger pieces, and will be more likely to wound 
them rather than kill them, creating the added burden 
of wounded personnel who will need immediate 
treatment and probably evacuation. 
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Bomb fragments grow increasingly more spread out/less dense from the point of the burst outwards, and 
on soft ground tend to go upwards as well as outwards, so the large number in Peter’s leg suggests that the 
bomb must have burst quite close to him, on the earth of the jungle floor, which would have been softened 
by the early monsoon rains in May 1944. The Japanese used a few types of mortar in Burma. While heavy 
mortars were occasionally used in fixed positions, light mortars were the most common, as they could be 
more easily carried through the jungle and hilly terrain. The most common mortar used by Japanese 
infantry was the Type 89 Grenade Discharger, which fired a 50mm bomb.   
 
The photograph below shows shrapnel from a 50mm (5cm) mortar bomb, which seems to match the 
fragments that were in Peter’s leg. 
 

All of this reinforces my belief that Peter was probably 
wounded by a 50mm bomb from a Type 89 Grenade 
Discharger, as a close burst from a heavier calibre weapon, 
such as the 81mm Type 97 Infantry Mortar, would have 
been much more likely to have killed Peter from the sheer 
concussion of the blast, let alone the larger size and number 
of fragments, which would also probably have caused far 
more damage. 
 
I felt that the shrapnel would have had to be lodged in 
muscle/flesh, ruling out the knee and shin (which would 
also have broken bones and rendered Peter unable to walk), 
and Sally duly confirmed that Peter was wounded in the 
thigh. This also explains his relief that the grenades in his 
pocket had not been set off, as they would have been only a 
couple of inches away! 
 
 Fortunately, with no bones broken, Peter was able to limp/hobble away from Blackpool with his mates 

when the position was abandoned. He must have been in considerable pain and would have had to dig 
deep to keep moving, especially up and over the steep, muddy hills to the west to reach the rallying point 
of Mokso Sakan, east of Indawgyi Lake (some eighteen miles away), but somehow, he did it. 
 
Peter was one of those not badly wounded enough to be evacuated by Sunderland flying boat from 
Indawgyi Lake during their casevac sorties in June; instead, he piloted an outboard motor-powered raft 
carrying fellow wounded and sick to a US airstrip at Kamaing, on General Stilwell’s Ledo-Myitkyina 
Road, from where they were finally flown back to India for treatment. 
 
While it might initially seem strange that so many bits were left inside Peter’s thigh even after he reached 
hospital back in India, presumably they were lodged so deep inside the flesh/muscle that the surgeons 
assessed it would have risked causing more damage while trying to remove them than leaving them 
inside. Considering Peter lasted a further 78 years and never had any real trouble with his leg, this proved 
to be a good decision! 
 
The 14th Army Reunion 1947 
As you will notice, the front page of this newsletter contains a photograph of Field Marshall, the Right 
Honourable, The Viscount Slim. Bill Slim was the beloved leader of the 14th Army, also known as The 
Forgotten Army. To listen to his address at the 14th Army reunion in 1947, held at the Royal Albert Hall, 
please click on the following two links courtesy of British Pathé news: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ga5LGXUnUZI&t=5s 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eaKKpSeD5Ms&t=1s 
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At the end of March this year, Major Paul Corden will be leaving his position at 77th 
Brigade. Since 2015 the Chindit Society has enjoyed a fantastic relationship with 77th 
Brigade and this has been led for the most part by Major Corden. This recent connection 
with today’s Brigade has boosted the Society’s ability to undertake its own aims and 
objectives in maintaining the great name of our Chindits and their legacy. By embracing 
the Chindit name in such a wholehearted way, 77th Brigade have injected a positivity 
into the Society’s endeavours and helped lift the profile of the Chindits to a whole new 
level.  
 
Major Corden’s contribution over the last period (not least in his ability to supply articles 
for this newsletter), his energy and efforts, cannot be overestimated and all of us at the 
Chindit Society (owe him a great debt of thanks) thank him from the bottom of our 
hearts. The Chindit Society committee, Chindits and the wider membership, all wish 
Paul well going forward and hope that he will remain part of the Society’s leadership 
team in some capacity in the future.                         
 

Major Paul Corden 

Major Corden’s contribution over the last period (not least in his ability to supply articles for this newsletter), 
his energy and efforts in organising events and visits cannot be overestimated and all of us at the Chindit 
Society owe him a great debt of thanks. The Chindit Society committee, Chindits and the wider membership, 
all wish Paul well going forward and hope that he will remain part of the Society’s leadership team in some 
capacity in the future.       

Order of the Day  
Brigadier Michael Calvert, Commander 77th Indian Infantry Brigade 
 
This Brigade and the units forming it have been chosen to carry out an operation which will strike at the 
heart of the enemy. If an initial success attends our efforts we must not relax, but maintain our attacks until 
the enemy is driven to his knees. If some failure in timetables or methods occur do not be disheartened, war 
is not an exact science and best laid plans can be interrupted by unforeseen events. Our job will then be, 
calmly and with confidence in ourselves and our training to recover and regain the initiative. Ourselves and 
our American allies are mutually entrusting our lives to each other’s care. Let us play our part by calm 
confidence, efficiency and control and if difficulties occur, help out as best we can. We must also be 
prepared to take full advantage of the risks already taken and to strike at the enemy boldly and skilfully, 
remembering that to achieve much we must risk much. Every man in this force will know he and his fellow 
soldiers; although he may not see them in battle, have one common aim in view, to seek the enemy, to find 
him and strike him down. We have been entrusted with a great and glorious task. Let us in all humility pray 
that we may achieve it by each one of us doing the best he can. 
 
This document, dated 3rd February 1944 was discovered in the 1st South Staffordshire war diary for 1944. 
 


