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Inside this issue 

the 

Chindit Column 
The boldest measures are the safest 

 

Our Aims and Objectives 
for the Society 

 To protect and maintain the legacy 
and good name of the Chindits 
and their great deeds during the 

Burma Campaign. 
 

To carry that name forward into 
the public domain, through 

presentations and education. 
 

To gather together and keep safe 
Chindit writings, memoirs and 
other treasures for the benefit of 

future generations. 
 

To assist families and other 
interested parties in seeking out the 
history of their Chindit relative or 

loved one. 
 

Wherever possible, to ensure the 
continued well being of all our 

Chindit veterans. 
 

As we hopefully begin to emerge from the constraints of the 
Covid-19 period, we thought it rather apt to place Captain, 
Sir Tom Moore on the front cover of this issue of our 
newsletter. Above all others, he ably demonstrated the 
spirit of the war generation and in particular those who 
fought in the Burma campaign. Thank you again Sir Tom 
for your wonderful fund-raising on behalf of the NHS. 

Chindit POW 
Page 3 

John Hutchin 
Pages 9 & 10 
Remembering a 
most remarkable 
Chindit who sadly 
died this year. 

Edmond Lopez 
Page 14 
A glider pilot with 
1st Air Commando 
in 1944. 

Read the story of 
Pte. Leslie Robert 
Davis and his time 
in Rangoon Jail. 

Jack Masters, commander 
of 111 Brigade in 1944. 
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Chairman’s Message 
A warm welcome to you all, something I would like to have said in person when we 
were due to meet at The Chindit Reunion in July. Unfortunately, due to the wretched 
pandemic we had to cancel this at rather short notice. It was hoped that we might be 
able to hold another event in September, but this has not been possible even though 
every avenue was explored. I would like to thank everyone involved who put so much of 
their time into what was going to be a very special event. 
 
In particular I would like to make a mention of the muleteers John and Viv Marshall, 
who as many of you will recall put on a fabulous show at the 2019 reunion. Their mules 

having now reached the ripe old age of 12 will retire this year. John and Viv have decided to continue to 
attend functions and events without their four-legged friends and will put together a revised display. I am sure 
this will be well received. 
 
On a much more positive note I am pleased to say that the South West of England Chindit Reunion is to go 
ahead during the last weekend of October, please contact John Pearce at: johnpearce1988@yahoo.com for 
more details. The British Legion is looking to run both Remembrance Sunday and the Field of Remembrance 
this year, full details to follow nearer the time. There may also be a chance for some members to attend a 
small VJ Day memorial service in August, being held by The Burma Star Memorial Trust at The National 
Memorial Arboretum in Staffordshire, see below for more details. Otherwise, I wish everyone well and 
hopefully I will see a number of you in person before the year ends. 

Please Come and Join Us 
 When the vagaries and restrictions of the Covid 19 period are finally behind us, the Society would love to see 
families and friends who have over the years attended the various dinners and functions previously organised 
by the Chindit Old Comrades Association and extends a warm welcome to any of you that would wish to join 
us at any of our future Chindit Society events. This invitation is especially directed towards the widows and 
families of our former Chindit veterans who often frequented the reunions at Walsall, Exeter and beyond. 

 Chindit Website Archived for Posterity 
Back in April this year, our own Society archivist Steve Fogden, received a notification 
from the British Library asking for permission to archive his website: Chindit Chasing, 

Operation Longcloth 1943. The British Library has nominated this site as being of 

historical interest and value, especially in relation to the ordinary soldier’s contribution in 

WW2. The website will now be digitally captured at least once a year by the Library to 
ensure that it is kept safe for future historians and researchers going forward, irrespective of 

whether the actual website remains on line or ceases to exist.  

VJ Day 2021 
The Burma Star Memorial Fund is hoping to hold a VJ Day commemoration at the National 
Memorial Arboretum (Alrewas), on the 22nd August. This is one week later than usual due to 
another event being planned close by on the actual VJ Day anniversary. The commemoration 
ceremony will begin at 3pm. For those interested in attending, please contact Paul Shenton by 
email on: info@thechinditsociety.org.uk 
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Chindit Prisoner Returns Home 

2

Pte Davis said that this hitting was not so 
extraordinary, for the way discipline is kept in the 
Japanese Army is by striking a man instead of giving 
him other punishments as in the British Army. They 
definitely had it in for American airmen who were 
captured, he said. Some of them were kept in 
solitary confinement for 18 months at a stretch. 
Speaking of the mentality of the Japanese soldier, 
Pte. Davis said that they were not over educated and 
believed every last bit of propaganda that was fed to 
them. 
 
Asked how he was released, Pte. Davis said: I was 
sick with beri beri at the time. About 50 of us who 
were ill were left behind at the gaol when the 
Japanese left. They took 400 fit prisoners with them. 
These were later set free at Pegu. The civilian 
Japanese were left in charge of us and after three or 
four days they left in the night. We immediately set 
up the Union Jack that we had previously used for 
burials, and wrote on the roof that the Japanese had 
left and that we were British. The Air Force spotted 
the flag and the message but ignored it, thinking it 
was a Japanese trick. Soon however, the Navy, 
which was lying in the bay sent a launch up the river 
and we were released. The prisoners were removed 
to a hospital ship and taken to Calcutta.  
 
Among the prisoners in the gaol were Chinese, 
Indians, Australians and Americans. The captors 
tried to make the Indians join the India National 
Army, but the majority of them and especially the 
Gurkhas would have nothing to do with it. The 
confinement to which the prisoners were subjected 
was in a small cell, nine feet by six feet, and into 
which were cast three men at a time. Pte. Davis 
himself had been in these conditions for 38 days. 
 
The last communication which his parents received 
before he was released was a letter in back in March 
1944. Now aged 30, Leslie Davis lives at home with 
his parents at Croft Road in Charlton Kings. Before 
joining the Army in 1940, he worked for 11 years at 
the Lower High Street branch of the Co-operative 
Society in Cheltenham. He is one of around 30 men 
from the 1st Battalion, the King’s Regiment to 
survive their time as prisoners of the Japanese in 
Rangoon. 

1

From the pages of the 
Gloucestershire Echo, dated 
20th June 1945. 
 
Pte. Leslie Robert Davis, The 
King’s Regiment, who is from 
Charlton Kings, has just 
returned home after 15 
months as a prisoner of the 
Japanese. He is the first 
Cheltenham soldier to return 
from Japanese captivity. 

Sick with beri beri, and septic sores and without any 
medical assistance, the prisoners in Rangoon Gaol, 
he said, experienced the worst of hardships under 
their Japanese captors. 
 
Taking part in General Wingate’s Chindit 
operations in 1944, the glider in which Pte. Davis 
was flying, crash-landed before it reached the 
intended landing strip, and for 20 days the men 
marched until they came to a Burmese village. The 
Burmese promised them food and aid and said that 
they would give them a boat to continue their 
journey. However, when they had rested, they 
found that the villagers had sold them to the 
Japanese and they were taken prisoner. The 
treatment they received from these soldiers was as 
good as could be expected under the circumstances, 
but, said Pte. Davis: when we reached Rangoon 
Gaol, things were different and got a bit rougher. 
Medical treatment was unheard of except from the 
British doctor, who was also a prisoner, and as for 
the monthly examinations held by the Japanese 
Medical Officer, there were no medicines given. 
 
“Every meal I had for 15 months”, he said, 
“consisted of boiled rice, and more boiled rice. We 
were put on every sort of laboring job imaginable. 
We had to mend roads, tear down walls and put 
others up. In fact, before I was taken prisoner, some 
of the captured men were made to dig up 
unexploded bombs. We had to bow to every 
Japanese every time we saw one, and any mistake 
we made was followed by a slap with a bamboo 
stick. The language was the greatest problem. The 
guards used to babble at us, and if we didn’t 
understand, they used to get angry and hit us. 
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Chindit Booklet Continues to Impress 

2

 

 

Listen to a Chindit Memoir 
The audio memoir for Audrey Agate, a nurse that served in India during 
the Chindit campaigns, can now be listened to on line. Please follow the 
link below to the website of the Imperial War Museum and enjoy hearing 
about her fascinating wartime experiences: 
https://www.iwm.org.uk/collections/item/object/80020595 
 
To listen to our own Tony Redding and his recent interview for 
WW2TV, please follow the link below: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RdNbftDAcRY 
 
 

1

As previously mentioned on pages 15/16 of the last issue 
of this newsletter, the release of the VJ Day 75 
Anniversary booklet (seen left) by 77 Brigade has 
continued to be well received.  

Many messages of thanks and congratulations have come 
in from a wide range of grateful recipients, including the 
upper echelons of the British Army, several members of 
the Royal family and the Nigerian Defence Adviser based 
in London.  

Warm greetings were also passed on by the Indian 
Military Adviser in London, Brigadier Vikramjit Singh 
Gill who remarked: I am now in receipt of your 
thoughtful gift. The Chindits are a valuable part of our 
heritage and we are very proud of them. Please accept 
my grateful thanks and I am certain that I shall enjoy 
reading this wonderful part of our military history. 

A Message of Support and Concern 
All of us that have visited Myanmar over the years or have had close links with anyone living there, would 
have been horrified to see the country’s military, the Tatmadaw, regain control of the nation and its political 
leadership back in February this year. The Chindit Society would like to send a message of support to our 
many friends and associates in Myanmar and to offer them our best wishes during these difficult times. 

New Honour for Gurkha Warrior  
Tul Bahadur Pun, one of the four Chindits to be awarded the Victoria Cross in 1944, is to be 
remembered and honoured by having a train named after him by the Great Western Railway. 
The train was unveiled in a ceremony back in June this year, which was attended by members of 
Tul Bahadur’s family, longtime friend and supporter Joanna Lumley and officers from the wider 
Gurkha Regimental community. To read more about this event, please click on the following 
link: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-57578760 
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The Lost Battalion, by Paul 
Griffin. The Lost Battalion 
refers to the 3rd/6th Gurkha 
Rifles, who were almost driven 
to extinction by being kept too 
long in the field as part of 77 
Brigade in 1944. This is the 
story of Paul Griffin who 
joined the Army in 1940 at the 
age of just nineteen and was 
posted to the Indian Army. He 

spent two years guarding the Khyber Pass with his 
Gurkha battalion, before at last training for war with 
the Chindits for whom he was GIII (Ops).  
 

          Did You Know 
That the first recorded use of the Lifebuoy flamethrower on Operation Thursday, 
was when 51 Column used these weapons to extricate a Japanese patrol from a 
concealed bunker on the outskirts of Lonkin village on the 15th March 1944. 
 
That a succession of military ‘firsts’ were achieved by 1st Air Commando in 1944:  
 
They were the first air unit designed specifically to support a unit on the ground. 
They delivered the first aerial invasion into enemy territory during the war. 
They accommodated the first night-time glider assault and the first glider landings 
to deliver animals in theatre. 
 
They were the first unit to employ helicopters in a combat zone and to enact a 
personnel rescue with one of these craft. And they were the first air unit employed 
with total autonomy from the theatre’s senior command. 
 
 

1

Happy as a King, by Alan 
Dawson. This is the story of a 
young man whose wartime 
experience was long, 
considerable and so unusual as 
to be almost unique. Roy Lane 
joined the RAF in 1938, as 
soon as he was old enough and 
in order to learn to fly. He was 
trained to fly Hurricanes. His 
wartime journey took him 

from the Battle of Britain via pioneering plastic 
surgery to the Merchant Ships’ Fighter Unit and the 
slow-moving convoys crossing the Atlantic and the 
Arctic Oceans.  

In 1942 he commanded a small RAF base at 
Archangel on the White Sea. He was then posted to 
India in 1943 where he volunteered to become an 
Air Liaison Officer attached to Brigadier Bernard 
Fergusson’s Chindit Brigade on Operation 
Thursday. After the setting up of the Aberdeen 
stronghold, Roy used the base to fly Hurricane 
missions in search of Japanese positions. Sadly, it 
was on one of these sorties that his plane crash-
landed and Roy disappeared. 

Happy as a King is a well-written account of the 
exploits of a very brave RAF pilot, who lived a full 
lifetime during the four years of his service in WW2. 
The book is currently available from Amazon priced 
at £12. 

New Chindit Related Books 

He helped to evacuate the Broadway stronghold in 
May 1944, before being re-assigned to the invasion 
of Malaya. The book contains many interesting 
anecdotes about the Gurkha’s experiences on 
Operation Thursday and in particular the closure of 
Broadway on the 13/14th May.  
 
The Lost Battalion is one of ten books written by 
Paul Griffin that have been recently published from 
original transcripts by the on-line e-book company 
Lulu.com. To find out more about this author and 
his back catalogue of books, please click on the 
following link: https://www.lulu.com 
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Whatever happened to the Chindit who said he loved Soya Links? 

Chindit Gallantry Awards 1943-44 

One of the regular features in our newsletter is the transcription of official recommendations for 
various Chindit awards for gallantry, of which there were many. 

Lance Corporal 1455567 David McLellan 
2nd Black Watch Regiment 
14th British Infantry Brigade 
 
Date of Recommendation: Military Medal, 22nd August 1944 
Action for which recommended: 
 

Lance Corporal McLellan was a member of a two-section patrol, that on the 10th June 1944 were ordered to 
carry out an offensive movement in the valley east of the Kyunsalai Pass. After a brisk engagement with a 
superior enemy force, in which his patrol leader was wounded and other casualties taken, Lance Corporal 
McLellan with one other man were set the task of arranging the evacuation of our casualties, of these, one 
had been blinded and another was helpless with a severe leg wound. 
 
With complete disregard for his own safety, McLellan got a light machine gun into action against the 
enemy who were now following up. He then dragged another wounded man to place of safety. McLellan 
kept this up for a period of five hours in difficult and waterlogged country until further assistance was 
forthcoming and the three casualties were carried back to our lines. His great courage and determination 
were a source of inspiration to all ranks present and his action without doubt saved all three men from 
falling into enemy hands. 
 
Recommended by: Lt-Colonel G.G. Green, Commander 2nd Battalion The Black Watch. 
Signed by: Major-General W. Lentaigne, Commander Special Force. 
London Gazette: 4th January 1945. 
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 The Effects of Wingate’s Death 
On the 13th April 1944, Louis Mountbatten called a meeting with his South East Asia 
Command to discuss the effects of Wingate’s death on the continuing Chindit operations 
and the war against Japan more generally. The following seven points, transcribed 
almost word for word were identified at the meeting, with Mountbatten obviously 
looking for answers in how to deal with them. 
 
General Wingate’s death would: 
 
1). Sever my own (Mountbatten’s) strong and direct connection with Special Force. 
2). Remove the dynamic and driving force behind the actual L.R.P. Operations. 
 

3). Lessen the vigour with which requests for the formation of further Chindit groups and their reinforcements 
will be pressed. 
4). Loosen the bond which exists between 1st Air Commando and Special Force. 
 
5). Stop the preparation of Wingate’s plans for the seizure of Burma and the northern part of Siam/Indo-
China. 
6). Stop the frequent and often passionate questioning of his seniors by Wingate including that of myself 
(Mountbatten) over organisational matters. 
 
7). Ease the minds of the Japanese commanders in the field, who must now feel they have lost one of their 
most dangerous enemies. 

Pte. John Terence Sykes 

On the 1st June 1944 a flight of six Dakota aircraft were sent out 
to drop supplies to No. 30 Column, a Gurkha unit from 111 
Brigade. Sadly, the mission which took off at approximately 
15.45 hours would see just five of the aircraft return to India, 
with the Dakota codenamed G’ for George being reported 
missing after the supply drop was over. 
 
Aboard the lost aircraft was Pte. 3719125 John Terence Sykes of 
the 2nd King’s Own Royal Regiment, who had been assigned the 
job of a ‘chucker out’ that day from the pool of Chindits posted 
to rear base for duties involved with air supply. As the term 
suggests, a ‘chucker out’ was the man in the hold of the aircraft 
whose job it was to kick or throw the supply crates and packages 
out of the plane as it circled over the drop zone location.  
 

According to an official inquiry, the entire flight had paraded at 04.55 hours and each man had drawn his 
personal rations and parachute for the mission and then reported to the Army officer in charge. The officer in 
charge that day was Lt. Norman Frederick Pedder of the South Wales Borderers, who had brought with him 
some silver bullion (rupees) to drop to the Gurkhas in the field. Tragically, Lt. Pedder chose to join Pte. Sykes 
aboard his aircraft and both men and the aircrew were never seen again. 
 
As with all Army casualties from the Burma campaign whose remains were never recovered after the war, 
both John Sykes and Norman Pedder are now remembered upon the Rangoon Memorial at Taukkyan War 
Cemetery. 
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 Chindit John Stanley Storer 

On the 21st February this year, the Antiques Roadshow television programme 
featured the medals and photographs of Chindit soldier, John Stanley Storer. 
The family, who had taken the items to Lake Windemere Jetty, the location of 
the show that day knew very little about John’s Chindit story. They did know 
that he had been in the Royal Artillery during WW2 and had originally joined 
the Territorial Army enlisting at Grimsby, before being rescued from the 
beaches of Dunkirk in June 1940 and being brought home aboard the MV Royal 
Daffodil. 
 
The family had brought along John’s medals, some photographs of his time in 
India and his Chindit cloth insignia. They were also aware that John had fought 
with the 8th Army in North Africa and had been at Tobruk. Thankfully, John 
Storer’s Burma Star Association membership was available on line, and from 

the information on this document we now know that he fought with No. 88 Column as part of the 23rd 
British Infantry Brigade. As some readers will know, 23 Brigade fought using their Chindit tactics and skills 
around the Indian towns of Imphal and Kohima in March 1944, attacking the Japanese lines of 
communications as the enemy pushed hard to conquer Assam. 
 
Some of the photographs presented by the family depicted Naga Hill tribesmen and the landscape around 
Kohima giving further weight to John’s presence with 23 Brigade. The expert on the roadshow finally valued 
John’s medals, which included the Africa and Burma Stars and the assorted photographs at £600. The family 
told the programme that John had sadly passed away in 2010 aged 91. 

The Mystery Chindit Knife 
In June this year, the Chindit Society was delighted to receive an invaluable artefact in the form of a small 
hunting knife as used during Operation Thursday in 1944. The knife was donated by Patricia McAlpine, the 
daughter of Chindit, Lance Corporal Len Price, who served with No. 82 Column on the second Wingate 
expedition.  
 
Len had been part of the floater-column which patrolled the perimeter at Broadway up until mid-May 1944, 
and then whilst en route to the Blackpool block was one of the 140 plus men who became separated from the 
rest of the King’s battalion and eventually made their way to join the rest of 77 Brigade heading towards 
Mogaung. These men became known as the King’s Company and joined up with the 1st Lancashire Fusiliers 
under the overall command of Mike Calvert. Len was at Mogaung until the end of June, but it is not known 
whether he was flown out with the wounded or marched with the last of the brigade to Kamaing. The knife, 
was picked up somewhere in the jungle and could have been found by Len at any one of the above locations. 
The initials F J S can just be seen in the handle, but the identity of the original Chindit owner is not known. 

 
 Len Price seen 

top left in the 
photograph with 
three Chindit 
comrades back 
in India and the 
knife he found 
in the jungles of 
Burma in 1944. 
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Remembering John Hutchin 
 

2

village, where Calvert was to block the main road 
and railway supplying Japanese divisions in North 
Burma. This was a challenge the enemy could not 
ignore. The Chindits dug their weapon pits and built 
a one-mile square fortress, surrounded by a barbed 
wire barrier up to 30ft thick. They were supplied by 
air; the aircraft brought in the wire, together with 
food, ammunition and four field guns. This “Block” 
became known as “White City”, after the hundreds 
of parachutes draped across the trees. John Hutchin 
and his comrades in 80 Column had marched to the 
fortress in a temperature of 110 degrees Fahrenheit 
and high humidity, climbing steep hills covered in 
dense jungle with loads of up to 80lbs on their 
backs.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mike Calvert’s 77 Brigade held White City for seven 
weeks, beating off daily Japanese assaults. John 
Hutchin described one day holding the Block as the 
Japanese attempted to break though and kill the 
defenders: “Hundreds attacked us at about 07.00, 
with the last daylight assault at around 16.00 hours. 
Night attacks followed. Their bugle calls made us 
laugh – bizarrely, they sounded like ‘Tiger Rag’. 
Our Vickers, Brens and 2-inch mortars were 
sufficient to slaughter the Japs, but I didn’t think we 
would hold them that long as we took a lot of 
punishment.  
                                             Continued on page 10. 

1

The Chindit left to die who recovered his will to 

live. An appreciation and obituary composed by 

Tony Redding, Media Officer for the Chindit 
Society. 

John Hutchin, who died on the 18th March aged 97, 
was a prominent ambassador for the Chindits, Orde 
Wingate’s jungle fighters, who took part in two 
bitter campaigns behind Japanese lines in Burma 
during 1943 and 1944. A member of a small band of 
surviving Chindit veterans, he became a public face, 
representing over 20,000 men who lived through 
what is widely regarded as the worst Allied infantry 
combat experience of World War 2. A staunch 
supporter of Chindit reunions, he and his comrades 
often said they feared nothing after five months in 
North Burma. As young men, they endured 
sickness, slow starvation and a pitiless enemy 
offering no quarter. They took the view that nothing 
else their life might throw at them could possibly be 
that bad.  
 
John caused a national stir on Remembrance 
Sunday 2018 when, during a television interview, he 
told the harrowing story of how he had been left 
behind, on a jungle track, as he could no longer 
march. One of the youngest Chindits, he was just 19 
when he joined Wingate’s “Special Force”, 
spending 13 days on trains before reaching 77 
Brigade’s remote base in Assam. It was commanded 
by Michael Calvert, who became a renowned 
Chindit leader. While John Hutchin had had no 
jungle training, he had been hardened by a tough 
childhood. Taking his place in the South Staffords’ 
80 Column, he recalled: “I took tremendous pride in 
such company. They were hard Black Country men. 
I may have been small, but I was full of aggression. I 
had no fear; nothing seemed to frighten me.” 
 
Operation Thursday, the second Chindit campaign 
behind enemy lines, began in earnest on March 5 
1944 with the glider landings of advance parties on a 
jungle clearing in occupied territory known as 
“Broadway”. Within 24 hours the main body began 
to fly in by Dakotas. John Hutchin took in the scene 
when his aircraft landed: “We were surrounded by 
chaos. Wrecked gliders were strewn all over the 
area. Large bits of glider were jammed into nearby 
trees. Broadway was a terrible mess, yet our 
Column formed up quickly.” They set out for Henu 

John Hutchin pictured towards 
the end of his war service 
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butt. I have no recollection of what happened 
immediately afterwards, but I had found a spark. I 
began marching and caught up with the Column 
three days later.” 
 
Two days on, the 80 men who could still march 
reached an American jungle base. John Hutchin was 
desperate for food. He lifted a mess tent flap and 
stole a crust of bread. He was spotted and offered a 
whole loaf. Subsequently, he was evacuated to an 
Indian hospital. Later, he was invited to recuperate 
at the Viceroy’s Lodge at Simla. Several months 
before, he had helped the Viceroy’s son, Archie 
Wavell, when an explosive bullet mangled his left 
hand and lower arm. John Hutchin held his upper 
arm as a Medical Officer removed the lower 
portion. The Chindits disbanded. John Hutchin and 
many other Chindits began parachute training. He 
made a few jumps but then received an unusual 
posting to “D Force”, specialists in psychological 
warfare. He went on a mission to Batavia; D Force, 
with its jeeps and “SONIC” trailers, attempted to 
persuade Japanese troops holding out in the interior 
to accept that the war was over.  
 
John Hutchin arrived back in Britain in 1947. One 
of his last duties was to escort Nazi war criminals 
for trial at Nuremburg. He had been diagnosed as 
suffering from “Battle Anxiety” and later found it 
difficult to return to civilian life. He joined an 
insurance company and trained as a fire surveyor. 
Decades later, he found solace in his final years in 
the company of fellow Chindit veterans, taking 
every opportunity to attend reunions and 
commemorations. John Hutchin greatly appreciated 
the warm support extended by the modern 77 
Brigade, taking forward the Chindit heritage in 
today’s Army. To the end, he retained a quiet power 
to move those he talked to about his experiences in 
Burma. Ronnie Shenton, the 13-year-old son of 
Chindit Society Chairman Paul Shenton, made a 
video of John’s photographs and commented: “I 
want to follow in his footsteps and be that brave.” 
 

1

John Hutchin: I remember one man died in my 
trench - shrapnel cut his stomach open. The airdrops 
included lime, as the stench of dead men and mules 
became overwhelming in the heat.”  
 
Eventually, the Chindits closed the Block. They had 
a new mission to the north. Calvert’s force left 
behind over 1,000 enemy dead on and around 
White City’s wire. Their new tasks included help for 
American General ‘Vinegar Joe’ Stilwell’s Chinese 
in an effort to capture the town of Mogaung. 
Wingate had died in an air crash early in the 
campaign and the Chindits now came under the 
control of Stilwell, a noted Anglophobe. Stilwell and 
the beginning of the Monsoon, on May 15, saw the 
Chindits begin a downward spiral of malaria, 
dysentery, typhus, exhaustion, slow starvation and 
improper use as assault troops. John Hutchin was 
not alone in his increasing concern over the lack of 
supply drops. Many had to exist for a fortnight on 
five days’ K-Rations. 
 
By June 13 Calvert’s Brigade was before Moguang. 
It now had a fighting strength of just 550 men, from 
an original force of around 2,000. The Brigadier had 
250 battle casualties requiring evacuation; half were 
stretcher cases. John Hutchin then faced every 
Chindit’s worst nightmare: “I was racked with 
malaria. I had eight successive bouts of fever. I had 
also been wounded in the neck having been hit by 
shrapnel from a mortar round. I got my wound 
cleaned up. They took maggots from under the 
saddle of a mule and bound them into the wound, to 
stop infection.” 
 
He had taken part in the savage and extremely 
costly fighting for Mogaung, but was then 
overwhelmed by ankle-deep track mud, exhaustion, 
hunger, his wound and malaria, becoming delirious: 
“I could go no farther. I sat on a bank, near a tree. I 
was given an extra water bottle, a spare clip and one 
K-Ration meal. Nothing much was said. No regrets 
were expressed. I looked at my legs and they were 
covered in deep jungle sores. My will had gone. I 
was finished and would never see my home again.” 
He lost consciousness but woke to find himself 
surrounded by soldiers he first took to be Japanese. 
Then he realised that they were Stilwell’s Chinese: 
“In my demented state, there seemed to be hundreds 
of them. One looked down and started to laugh. He 
may have been trying to encourage me but I was 
overcome with fury. I got up, found my rifle and 
struck him hard on the side of the neck with the 

John Hutchin 
salutes the 
memory of his 
fallen comrades 
at the Chindit 
Memorial in 
2019. 
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Horace Howkins was a 

soldier with the 1st Battalion, 
The South Staffordshire 
Regiment during the second 
Wingate expedition in 1944. 
He had begun his WW2 
service with the Royal 
Warwickshire Regiment 
before being sent overseas to 
India and being posted to the 
Chindits. 

Horace was wounded no fewer than three times in 
Burma. Firstly, on the 4th April probably at the 
White City stronghold, again on the 17th of April 
and then finally sometime during June. He was 
never evacuated after any of these events and 
marched out of Burma on his own two feet with his 
column. He was a very active member of the 
Chindit Old Comrades Association and latterly of 
the Chindit Society, where he took part in many of 
the veteran’s outings, including the Cenotaph 
march-past in 2019 and meeting Boris Johnson at 
No. 10 Downing Street. 

Donald MacKenzie was a 

Rifleman with the 1st 
Battalion, The Cameronians 
Regiment and served with 
No. 26 Column on 
Operation Thursday in 1944. 
Known as Donnie to his 
friends and family, he was 
one of the more fortunate   
Chindits to be flown out of 
Burma aboard one of the 

Sunderland flying boats during the rescue operation 
on Indawgyi Lake. 

Donnie recalled: two comrades and I had wandered 
about for days in the jungle with no food or water, 
except what we found in elephant footprints. We 
were all in when one day we met face to face with a 
party of Nigerians. We did not know whether they 
were friend or foe, but of course they were friends 
and they took us to Indawgyi and we flew out on 
the last ever Sunderland flying boat to leave the 
lake. 

 
RECENTLY FALLEN COMRADES 

 
James J. Abbott, Beds & Herts Regiment, 25th January 2021 

Dennis Joseph Durkin, R.E. 25th January 2021 
Captain, Sir Tom Moore, 8th D.W.R. 2nd February 2021 

Frederick Holding, 16th February 2021 
John Hutchin, 1st South Staffs, 18th March 2021 

Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, 9th April 2021 
Donald MacKenzie, 1st Cameronians, 6th June 2021 

Horace Howkins, 1st South Staffs, 16th June 2021 
Robert Arnett Grigg, 1st South Staffs, 20th July 2021 
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SPECIAL FORCE 
 

I’d like your mind to travel to the town of Aberdeen 
It’s o’er the Scottish border with its banks and braes so green 
It’s called the silver city where the Don and the Dee flow by 

And to see Balmoral Castle tis a picture to the eye. 
 

But there’s another Aberdeen, out in the jungle deep 
Where many gallant Chindits lie in their graves asleep 

May that memory of that epic stand in Burma never fade 
And the courage and valour of the brave Sixteen Brigade. 

 
Let’s move to England’s north west coast and to Blackpool’s Tower 

Where its esplanade and promenade hold a magic power 
Where everyone is happy as they play upon the sands 

Or stroll along the pier and listen to the bands. 
 

But, for the men of One, One, One, there was no strip of sand 
The Blackpool in the jungle was where they made their stand 

Holding out from Nippon forces, who in the jungle hid 
And to the last man, their duty they surely did. 

 
London has its Piccadilly and a circus too they say 

And what about New York, well they’ve got their old Broadway 
Two famous places we all know and mentioned in a song 

No cares or worries here, just smiles as the hundreds throng. 
 

Way in the depths of Burma was strip called Piccadilly 
You’ll find it there among the chaungs and jungle steep and hilly 

And there it was that Seventy-Seven were kept on alert 
Led by their leader, Brigadier Mike Calvert. 

 
To win the fight they pressed on their way 
As gliders and men landed on Broadway 

Such courage and bravery was never more arrayed 
And the glory and credit goes to Seventy-Seven Brigade. 

 
Just to end these Chindit deeds and close this little ditty 

One cannot pass by the brave escapades encountered at White City 
Parachutes and gliders in trees and off their course 

And the honour and the glory all goes to Special Force. 

A poem written in 1997 by George Beddall, a Royal Engineer with 111 Brigade on Operation Thursday. 
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In terms of naming modes of transport after famous Chindits (see Gurkha Tul Bahadur’s story on page 4), 
shown above is a photograph of a motor yacht named after Orde Wingate himself. This 36-foot boat based 
at Seaford in East Sussex was first registered in 1942 and now can often be seen in the English Channel 
and sometimes the canals of northern France. 

Chindit Jack Osborne 
Excerpts from an interview with Chindit Society archivist, Steve Fogden. 
 
Jack Osborne was an incredible 98 years old when I met him on the British Legion tour 
to Burma in 2008 and a brighter more sharp-minded character you would do well to 
ever meet. He had been in the West African Division on duty in Burma in 1944 and 
was in charge of Nigerian soldiers. He spoke of these men with affection, but with the 
reality that many of these African soldiers were there for the money and work, and not 
some noble cause or duty to Britain. In fact, many of his men had been recruited from 
Kano Jail in order to bolster the regimental numbers back in Nigeria during 1942. As 
Chindits they made up the columns for the 3rd West African Brigade and served in 

places such as White City. Jack stated that although not the easiest troops to train, they did have their 
advantages. They were easy going, even amongst the various tribes and seemed to have a ‘sixth sense’ 
when finding their way about the dense Burmese jungle. Also, their physical appearance came as a great 
shock to the other troops within the Burma theatre. Taller than all the other soldiers present, such as the 
Gurkhas, Burmese, most of the British troops and of course the Japanese, these strange black faced 
warriors were a sight to behold. Ending one of our little chats Jack recalled:  One day at White City a 
Japanese tank had come up to the block perimeter and had broken down. My Hausa Sergeant was so 
amazed to see a tank; he had completely forgot to shoot the Japanese driver who had climbed out of his 
vehicle to attempt a repair. These are the things we sometimes had to deal with! 
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  Flight Officer Edmond B. Lopez, 1st Air Commando 
Flight Officer T60875 Edmond Lopez was a glider pilot with 1st Air Commando during Operation 
Thursday. He flew British and Gurkha troops into the Chowringhee airstrip, codenamed C Mission in 
March 1944 from the Lalaghat air base in India. 
 
Edmond was from Las Cruces in New Mexico and was the son of Rojerio and Lupe Lopez and the husband 
of Amenia Lopez with whom he had one son named Edward. He had been in service with the United States 
Army Air Force for over three years in the South East Asia theatre. After flying many missions during the 
second Wingate expedition, Edmond was sadly killed on the 2nd May 1944. No real details about his death 
were communicated to his family back home other than he had been killed in action. It wasn’t until the war 
was over and some of the other pilots and aircrew from 1st Air Commando had reached home, that the 
family learned that Edmond had been killed after a confrontation with a soldier in a Service Personnel Club 
in Calcutta. The story emerged, although this was never confirmed by any official documents, that Edmond 
was shot after an argument had ensued at the club. Edmond’s family and in particular his nephew, Joseph 
Lopez did make strenuous efforts to discover the truth of the matter, but nothing ever came of this as far as 
we know. 
 
In honour of his uncle and of the men from 1st Air Commando more generally, Joseph put his talents for 
drawing to good use and produced several sketches of the glider missions in Burma. Seen below is one such 
sketch, depicting Flight Officer Charles R. Hon who piloted one of the gliders to land at Broadway on the 5th 
March 1944. 
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Discovering New Chindits, A Photographic Display 

The above gallery contains the photographs of four Chindits from the more recent family enquiries sent to the 
Chindit Society this year. As they used to say at the end of Vision On, the old BBC 1 programme from the 
1970’s, we only wish we could show all of the family photographs that we have received, but sadly this is not 
possible.  
 
From left to right: William Chorlton from Manchester, who served with the 1st Battalion, the Lancashire 
Fusiliers in 1944 and according to son Bill, was wounded twice and contracted malaria whilst in Burma. 
Dennis Joseph Durkin, Royal Engineers on Operation Thursday. His daughter Sandra, contacted the Society 
back in early February this year to inform us of her father’s sad passing on the 25th January (see Fallen 
Comrades scroll on page 11). 
 
Leslie Robert Harrison who fought with the 7th Battalion, the Leicestershire Regiment in 1944. Grandson Nick 
Harrison, who got in touch back in early January, believes that his grandfather served as a Company Sergeant 
Major on Operation Thursday. Thomas Hetherington Henfrey, who became the Brigade Major of 111th 
Brigade at Blackpool in 1944. Granddaughter, Helen Molesworth has spent a great deal of time researching 
Thomas and his long and interesting military career, which included serving in the East African theatre at the 
same time as Orde Wingate. 

The Oldest Living Chindit? 
In February this year, the Society became aware of Arthur Rollins who had just celebrated his 
104th birthday at the South Hayes Care Home in Worcester. On the day Arthur received an 
unexpected visit from representatives of the Staffordshire Regimental Association and the 
Mercian Regiment. This was because he had served with the 1st Battalion of the South 
Staffordshire Regiment (Army number 4919934) during the years 1939-1946.  
 
In December 1940, he was involved in Operation Compass in the Western Desert against the 
Italian Forces and then in June 1942 he served with the 8th Army in the battles of the North 
African Campaign. In early 1944, Arthur took part in the glider assault landings into the 
Broadway stronghold in Burma and continued to serve with 77 Brigade throughout the rest of 

the second Chindit expedition, before returning to India and joining the 16th Parachute Battalion. After returning 
to the United Kingdom in 1946, Arthur went back to his old job at the Royal Worcester Porcelain Company, 
where he remained until his retirement. However, preferring to keep busy, Arthur worked on as a gardener at 
the Diglis House Hotel situated on the banks of the River Severn at Worcester. The Chindit Society was thrilled 
to hear all about Arthur’s exploits during WW2 and wishes him well in his 105th year. 
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Our members should know that all previous issues of the Chindit Column newsletter, including any shorter 
‘Extra’ editions can now be downloaded from the Chindit Society website here: 
https://thechinditsociety.org.uk/the-chindit-column 
 
Going forward, this website page is where our members should pick up the latest editions of the newsletter 
after receiving an email notification from the Society team. Downloading the digital version of the Chindit 
Column as opposed to receiving a paper copy will enable the reader to use the various hyperlinks often 
contained within its pages, which will enhance the reading experience to its fullest extent. 
 
A Note from the Editor:  
 
Filling the pages of the newsletter can be a challenge at times, especially when trying to keep the articles 
fresh and of interest to the readers. I would very much welcome contributions from the membership in the 
form of short stories, anecdotes and recollections they might have about their own Chindit relative, or items 
they may have come across when reading about the two Wingate expeditions. Articles should be between 
600-1000 words in length and photographs are always a valuable addition to any narrative presented. 

Readers will be interested to look through Paul Newton’s excellent blog about his 
grandfather James Newton, who served with the King’s Liverpool Regiment on 
Operation Thursday in 1944: 
https://pnewton84.github.io/my-grandad-the-chindit.html 
 
Nathan Hutchinson’s website in honour of his grandfather Colonel Douglas Hutchinson 
MBE, will also be of interest. Douglas served with the 12th Field Company R.E. through 
the war and ended up part of the 4th Battalion, The Border Regiment within the 23rd 
British Infantry Brigade. Please click on the 12th Field Company RE link on the home 
page to access his Chindit story: https://ubiquevir.wordpress.com 

Websites of Interest 


